
7KH�&KXUFK
$� :+$7�'2(6�7+(�:25'��&+85&+��0($1"

�� 7KH�ZRUG�IRU��FKXUFK��LV�FRPSRVHG�RI�WZR�*UHHN�ZRUGV�PHDQLQJ��WR
FDOO�RXW���IURP��� ,W�FDPH�WR�PHDQ�D��JDWKHULQJ��RU�DQ��DVVHPEO\��

�� $V�XVHG�LQ�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�LW�FDPH�WR�PHDQ
D� $�SDUWLFXODU�ORFDO�DVVHPEO\

�� �WKH�FKXUFK�RI�*RG�DW�&RULQWK�����&RU������
�� �WKH�FKXUFK�RI�WKH�7KHVVDORQLDQV�����7KHVV������
�� �VHYHQ�FKXUFKHV���5HY�������

E� 7KH�DVVHPEO\�RI�DOO�EHOLHYHUV�LQ�&KULVW�UHJDUGOHVV�RI
JHRJUDSK\�� �8VXDOO\�FDOOHG�WKH�8QLYHUVDO�&KXUFK�
�� 0DWWKHZ������� �,�ZLOO�EXLOG�P\�FKXUFK�
�� (SKHVLDQV��������� &KULVW� ��KHDG�RYHU�DOO�WKLQJV�WR�WKH

FKXUFK��ZKLFK�LV�+LV�ERG\�
�� $FWV��������VKHSKHUG�WKH�FKXUFK�RI�*RG�ZKLFK�+H

SXUFKDVHG�ZLWK�+LV�RZQ�EORRG��
�� 3ODFH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�UHIHUHQFHV�ZLWK�D�VKRUW�H[SODQDWRU\�SKUDVH�LQ�WKH

SURSHU�VHFWLRQ��D��RU�E���DERYH�� 0DWWKHZ����������&RU�������(SK�
�����������7KHVV�������5HY��������$FWV������

%� :+(1�','�7+(�&+85&+�81,9(56$/�67$57�$1'�:+(1�:,//�,7�%(
&203/(7('"

([DPSOH�RI�'LFN�3RROH��&HQWHU�%DSWLVW�&KXUFK��2PDKD��ZKR
DQVZHUHG�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKHQ�WKH�FKXUFK�EHJDQ�ZLWK��$EUDKDP��

�� /RRNLQJ�DW�6FULSWXUH
D� 0DWWKHZ������� 7KH�FKXUFK�LV�VWLOO�IXWXUH�
E� $FWV������ 7KH�FKXUFK�KDV�DOUHDG\�EHJXQ�

1



27KH��&KXUFK���E\��-DPHV��7���%DUWVFK�������������8SGDWHG������������

F� $FWV������� 5HIHUV�WR�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��LQFOXGHV�VSHDNLQJ�LQ
WRQJXHV��PXVW�PHDQ�WKH�'D\�RI�3HQWHFRVW�

G� ��7KHVVDORQLDQV��������� 7KH�FKXUFK�ZLOO�EH�FRPSOHWHG�DW�WKH
UDSWXUH�

�� $Q�LQWHUHVWLQJ�TXHVWLRQ�� :DV�$EUDKDP�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK"�
D� %HVW�DQVZHU� �1R
E� :KDW�LI�WKH�FKXUFK�GRHV�EHJLQ�ZLWK�$EUDKDP"� �$�EUDQFK�RI

WKHRORJ\�FDOOHG��&RYHQDQW�7KHRORJ\��EHOLHYHV�LW�GLG�� :KDW
HIIHFW�ZRXOG�WKLV�KDYH�RQ�,VUDHO"�
�� 7KHQ�WKH�SURPLVHV�WR�,VUDHO�DUH�IXOILOOHG�LQ�WKH�&KXUFK�
�� 7KH�&KXUFK�LQKHULWV�DOO�WKH�SURPLVHV�PDGH�WR�WKH�QDWLRQ

RI�,VUDHO�
�� *RG�KDV�QR�IXWXUH�IRU�,VUDHO�
�� 7KH�UH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�,VUDHO�LQ�WKH�ODQG�RI�3DOHVWLQH�LV�DQ

DFFLGHQW�DQG�KDV�QR�VLJQLILFDQFH�LQ�%LEOLFDO�SURSKHF\�
�� 7KHUH�LV�QR�IXWXUH�OLWHUDO�NLQJGRP�RI�&KULVW�XSRQ�WKH

HDUWK�LQ�ZKLFK�+H�UHLJQV�IURP�-HUXVDOHP�
�� +RZ�ORQJ�ZLOO�WKH�&KXUFK�H[LVW"

D� (YLGHQWO\�WKURXJKRXW�HWHUQLW\�
E� (SKHVLDQV���������XVHV�WKH�ILJXUH�RI�PDUULDJH�WR�SLFWXUH�WKH

UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�WR�WKH�&KXUFK�� &KULVW�LV�LQ�WKH
SURFHVV�RI�SHUIHFWLQJ�KLV�FKXUFK�DQG�ZLOO�XOWLPDWHO\�PDNH�KHU
D�JORULRXV�EULGH��SHUIHFW�LQ�KROLQHVV��RQH�ZLWK�ZKLFK�+H�FDQ
HVWDEOLVK�DQ�HWHUQLW\�WRJHWKHU�

F� ,Q�5HYHODWLRQ�������WKH�LQYLWDWLRQ�LV�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�PDUULDJH�RI
WKH�/DPE�DQG�+LV�EULGH��QRZ�SUHSDUHG�IRU�WKH�PDUULDJH�
FORWKHG�LQ�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�� 7KH�0LOOHQQLDO�.LQJGRP�RI�&KULVW
RQ�WKH�HDUWK�HYLGHQWO\�LV�D�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PDUULDJH�RI
&KULVW�WR�+LV�&KXUFK�

G� +HEUHZV����������VSHDNV�RI�WKH�1HZ�-HUXVDOHP��DQG�WKH
&KXUFK�LV�VHHQ�DV�EHLQJ�LQ�WKH�1HZ�-HUXVDOHP�



37KH��&KXUFK���E\��-DPHV��7���%DUWVFK�������������8SGDWHG������������

H� 5HYHODWLRQ�������� 7KH�QDPHV�RI�WKH����DSRVWOHV�DUH�LQVFULEHG
RQ�WKH����IRXQGDWLRQ�VWRQHV�RI�WKH�1HZ�MHUXVDOHP�

&� 620(�7+28*+7�35292.,1*�48(67,216
�� $UH�\RX�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVDO�&KXUFK"
�� :KDW�DUH�\RX�GRLQJ�WR�SUHSDUH�IRU�\RXU�ZHGGLQJ"
�� :K\�DUH�WKHUH����HOGHUV�LQ�KHDYHQ"��5HY�����������HWF��



�&DQ�,�*R�WR�&KXUFK�RQ�79"
RU

�:KDW�,V�D�/RFDO�&KXUFK"�
$� 7KH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�JLYHV�QR�UHDO�GHILQLWLRQ��EXW�ZH�FDQ�GHVFULEH�ZKDW�D

FKXUFK�RXJKW�WR�EH�OLNH�IURP�WKH�H[DPSOHV�WKHUH�
%� 5\ULH
V�GHILQLWLRQ�� �$�ORFDO�FKXUFK�LV�DQ�DVVHPEO\�RI�SURIHVVLQJ�EHOLHYHUV�LQ

&KULVW�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�EDSWL]HG�DQG�ZKR�DUH�RUJDQL]HG�WR�GR�*RG
V�ZLOO���
�&��&��5\ULH��$�6XUYH\�RI�%LEOH�'RFWULQH��S�������
�� DQ�DVVHPEO\�RI�SURIHVVLQJ�EHOLHYHUV�LQ�&KULVW��

D� �1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�OHWWHUV�DUH�ZULWWHQ�WR�SURIHVVLQJ�EHOLHYHUV��
�3DXO�����WR�WKH�FKXUFK�RI�*RG�ZKLFK�LV�DW�&RULQWK��ZLWK�DOO�WKH
VDLQWV�ZKLFK�DUH�LQ�DOO�$FKDLD����&RU�����

E� (YHQ�-HVXV��KRZHYHU�� SUHGLFWHG�WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH�VRPH��WDUHV
DPRQJ�WKH�ZKHDW���0DWW�������������������� 1RW�DOO�ZRXOG�EH
JHQXLQH��ERUQ�DJDLQ��&KULVWLDQV�

�� ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�EDSWL]HG�� 7KH�%LEOH�H[SHFWV�DOO�EHOLHYHUV�ZLOO�JHW
EDSWL]HG�� 7KH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�NQRZV�RI�QR�XQEDSWL]HG�&KULVWLDQV�

�� ZKR�DUH�RUJDQL]HG�� ,Q�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZDV
REWDLQHG�DV�VRRQ�DV�SRVVLEOH�� ,W�ZRXOG�VHHP�WKDW�FKXUFK�OHDGHUVKLS
FDOOHG��HOGHUV��FRQVWLWXWHV�WKH�PLQLPDO�OHYHO�RI�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
D� $FWV���������� �3DXO�DQG�%DUQDEDV������ UHWXUQHG�WR�/\VWUD�DQG

WR�,FRQLXP�DQG�WR�$QWLRFK��VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�WKH�VRXOV�RI�WKH
GLVFLSOHV��HQFRXUDJLQJ�WKHP�WR�FRQWLQXH�LQ�WKH�IDLWK��DQG
VD\LQJ���7KURXJK�PDQ\�WULEXODWLRQV�ZH�PXVW�HQWHU�WKH
NLQJGRP�RI�*RG��� $QG�ZKHQ�WKH\�KDG�DSSRLQWHG�HOGHUV�IRU
WKHP�LQ�HYHU\�FKXUFK��KDYLQJ�SUD\HG�ZLWK�IDVWLQJ��WKH\
FRPPHQGHG�WKHP�WR�WKH�/RUG�LQ�ZKRP�WKH\�KDG�EHOLHYHG�

E� 7LWXV����� �)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�,�OHIW�\RX�LQ�&UHWH��WKDW�\RX�PLJKW
VHW�LQ�RUGHU�ZKDW�UHPDLQV��DQG�DSSRLQW�HOGHUV�LQ�HYHU\�FLW\�DV�,
GLUHFWHG�\RX�

�� WR�GR�*RG
V�ZLOO�� 7KLV�ZRXOG�LQFOXGH
D� 2EVHUYDQFH�RI�WKH�RUGLQDQFHV��FRPPXQLRQ��EDSWLVP�
E� %HLQJ�RSHQ�WR�PLQLVWU\�WR�DOO�DJH�JURXSV�LQ�DOO�SDUWV�RI�WKH

ZRUOG

4



5�7KH��&KXUFK����-���7���%DUWVFK���������

F� $FWV��������
�� (YDQJHOLVP������������
�� %DSWLVP�����
�� $SRVWROLF�WHDFKLQJ�����
�� )HOORZVKLS

D� &RPPXQLRQ���EUHDNLQJ�RI�EUHDG��
E� 3UD\HU

�� ([SHFWDQF\�����
�� 6KDULQJ�*LYLQJ��������
�� 8QLW\�����
�� $VVHPEOLQJ�WRJHWKHU��GDLO\�
�� (DWLQJ
��� -R\
��� 3UDLVLQJ�����

&� :KDW�LV�D�FKXUFK�QRW��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKLV�GHILQLWLRQ"
�� ��RU���JDWKHUHG�WRJHWKHU
�� $�EXLOGLQJ
�� 3DUDFKXUFK�JURXSV�VXFK�DV�&DPSXV�&UXVDGH�IRU�&KULVW��<RXWK�IRU

&KULVW��%LEOH�6WXGLHV��1DYLJDWRUV��,QWHU�9DUVLW\��0LVVLRQ�%RDUGV�
&KULVWLDQ�6FKRROV

'� :KDW�LV�XQVSHFLILHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKLV�GHILQLWLRQ"
�� :KDW�NLQG�RI�EXLOGLQJ�LI�DQ\

D� )RU�DZKLOH��EXW�RQO\�WHPSRUDULO\��WKH�HDUO\�FKXUFK�PHW�LQ�WKH
WHPSOH���$FWV�����

E� 7KH\�PHW�IURP�KRXVH�WR�KRXVH��� $FWV�����
F� $FWV�����������WKH\�PHW�LQ�D�WKLUG�VWRU\�URRP
G� 7KH\�PHW�LQ�KRXVHV��5R���������&RU��������&RO�������3KP�����

�� +RZ�PDQ\�PHHWLQJV�
D� �DOWKRXJK�IRU�DW�OHDVW�DZKLOH��WKH�HDUO\�FKXUFK�PHW�GDLO\���$FWV

�����
E� 7KHUH�LV�HYLGHQFH�RI�UHJXODU�PHHWLQJV�RQ�WKH�ILUVW�GD\�RI�WKH

ZHHN���$FWV���������&RU������



:KDW�,V�WKH�-RE�'HVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH
/RFDO�&KXUFK"

$� *LYLQJ�/XNH���������&RU�����
%� 'HDFRQV�DQG�(OGHUV���2YHUVHHUV��

�� (OGHUV�
D� $FWV������������-RE�GHVFULSWLRQ�IRU�HOGHUV
E� ��3HWHU���������MRE�GHVFULSWLRQ�DQG�VW\OH�IRU�HOGHUV
F� ��7LP����������TXDOLILFDWLRQV

�� 'HDFRQV��
D� $FWV���������MRE�GHVFULSWLRQ
E� ��7LP�����������TXDOLILFDWLRQV

&� )HOORZVKLS����6KDULQJ�LQ�&RPPRQ
�� $FWV��������
�� +HE�������

'� (YDQJHOLVP
�� 0DUN������
�� $FWV����

(� 3UHDFKLQJ���(GLI\LQJ���7HDFKLQJ
�� $FWV��������H[KRUWLQJ
�� (SK���������HGLI\LQJ
�� 0DWWK������

)� &RPPXQLRQ�����&RU����������
*� %DSWLVP� ��0DWW����������
+� 8VLQJ�6SLULWXDO�JLIWV

�� (SK������������LV�WKLV�6HUYLFH"
�� 5RP��������
�� ��&RU����

,� :RUVKLS���3UD\HU
�� (SK������
�� &RO������

-� (GLI\LQJ���(SK������
.� 5HGHHPLQJ�WKH�WLPH���(SK������

-DPHV�7��%DUWVFK��%HWKHO�%DSWLVW�&KXUFK
6HSWHPEHU���������



"Our Risen Lord, the Head of His Church!"

Introduction

There are several "figures of speech" in the New Testament used in relation to

Christ and His Church. Each of these figures convey a beautiful relationship

between Christ and us. They also imply important responsibility that we as believers
have toward Christ. Watch these unfold in the Scripture passages below.

A. The GOOD SHEPHERD and the SHEEP John 10:1-18; 27-29

1. Relationship: Jesus is the Good Shepherd (10:11, 14); Believers are

His sheep. This imagery is taken from life, of course, but also reflects
the Old Testament teaching that Jehovah was the Shepherd who would

care tenderly for the flock (Psalm 23; Isaiah 40:11).

a. The sheep hear the shepherd's voice (vv. 3, 4, 27).

b. The shepherd calls his own sheep by name (vv. 3, 14, 27). This
suggests a personal interest in the sheep (Wycliffe, 1094).

c. The shepherd leads his sheep out (v. 3), going before them (v. 4).

d. The sheep follow the shepherd -- they know his voice (vv. 4, 14,

27).

e. The shepherd provides access to safety (v. 9). The going in and
out perhaps refers to the freedom believers in Christ have 

(Wycliffe, 1095).

f. The shepherd provides food, nourishment (v. 9). Jesus provides
real nourishment, not dry, useless teaching (Wycliffe, 1095).

g. The Good Shepherd came to provide life--life that is above and

beyond (v. 10)!

h. The Good Shepherd sacrifices for the sheep--He gives up His life
on their behalf (vv. 11, 15, 17, 18), instead of fleeing to save

himself. This is in contrast to many of the self-serving leaders of
Israel (Ezekiel 34), including the Pharisees. The Pharisees were

into shepherding to gain control over others' lives. It was a power
game. This is why they so resented Jesus.
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i. The Good Shepherd knows His own sheep, and they know Him
(v. 14). 

1) There is mutual affection between Jesus and His sheep. In

the N. T. this knowledge is more than just a knowing the
facts about someone or knowing the identity of someone. It

refers to an intimacy of relationship. It is a knowledge by
experience! 

2) This same intimacy of knowledge exists between Christ and

His heavenly Father (v. 15)! This knowledge implies
willingness to obey, even to the point of giving up one's life. 

j. The Good Shepherd searches for other sheep that are not of His
sheepfold (v. 16). He will provide unity between both groups of

sheep.

k. The Good Shepherd's self-sacrifice for His sheep is given willingly,
voluntarily (vv. 17-18).

1) Incidentally, the fact that Jesus is willing to give His life for

the sheep is cause for the Father to love Him with a
sacrificial love!

2) Application: If you want to deepen the love between you

and someone else, you will not accomplish it through being
selfish and self-centered. You will cause others to love you

more as you sacrifice for their best interests.
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l. The Good Shepherd's sheep hear His voice (v. 27).

1) Hear = pres. tense. "My sheep are hearing My voice"

m. The Good Shepherd knows His sheep (v. 27).

1) knows = pres. tense. "and I am knowing them"

n. The Good Shepherd's sheep follow Him (v. 27).

1) follow = pres. tense. "and they are following Me."

o. The Good Shepherd provides eternal life for His sheep that is
eternally secure (vv. 28, 29).

1) V. 28 I am giving to them eternal life (pres)

2) and not will they perish (in the future) into the ages

3) and not will anyone seize them (in the future) out of my

hand

4) V. 29 My Father, Who has given them to me (perfect --
gave them to me in time past with results continuing up to

the present) 

5) is greater than all, [reason no one can seize the sheep out
of Jesus' hand or His Father's hand!]

6) and no one is (presently) able to be seizing them (pres.

tense) out of my Father's hand!

2. Responsibility: The responsibility of the sheep

a. To keep hearing the shepherd's voice (v. 3, 16, 27). This
means to recognize and to obey. This presupposes a confidence

in the shepherd. (Wycliffe, 1094)

1) The sheep are hearing his voice (v.3) (pres.)

2) (v. 16) And other sheep I presently have 
3) which presently are not of this fold

4) and these it is necessary for me to be bringing (a process);
5) and the voice of me they will hear (in the future);

6) and they will become (future) one flock with one Shepherd!
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7) V. 27: My sheep are hearing My voice (pres.)

b. To keep following the shepherd (v. 4, 27). If someone claims to
be a Christian but is not following the Shepherd, is he really a

Christian? 

1) follow = pres. tense. "and they are following Me."

1 John 2:3-6 suggests that if someone says he knows Jesus, yet
does not keep His commandments, he is a liar and the truth is not

in him (v.4).

c. To enter through the door (Jesus) (v. 9).

1) I am the door; through me, if a certain one should enter
(aor. subj. -- at a point in time). 

a) This entrance through the door is at a point in time. 

It is an initial, decisive entrance. One only has to be
saved once. One does not keep 

2) he shall be saved (future passive) -- 

a) The saving is done by another (God)

b) It will be completed at an immediate future point in

time. -- this salvation takes place immediately when
one enters the door, for the next phrase indicates

that the one saved shall go in and out and find
pastore (all futures irrespective of the duration of

action, although the phrases used (go in and go out)
indicate a passage back and forth, which carries a

durative action).

c) On the other hand, we know from other passages of
Scripture that God's salvation has a future, ultimate

completion.
(1) Are you saved? (Yes and No)

(2) Is Harold Jorgensen saved? (Yes and No)
(3) Is Milo Christiansen saved? (Yes and No)

(4) Romans 8:20-23 20 For the creation was
subjected to futility, not willingly, but because

of Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the
creation itself also will be set free from its

slavery to corruption into the freedom of the
glory of the children of God. 22 For we know

that the whole creation groans and suffers the
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pains of childbirth together until now. 23 And
not only this, but also we ourselves, having

the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves

groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for

our adoption as sons, the redemption of

our body.

d. To keep knowing the shepherd (v. 14). See also v. 15. Again,

knowledge as it is used here between God and Christ and
between Christ and His own is not knowledge about. It implies

individuals so in tune with each other that for the follower,
disobedience is out of the question!

1) Jesus keeps continually knowing His own v. 14

2) His own keep continually knowing Him v. 14
3) The Father continually knows Jesus (v. 15)

4) And Jesus continually knows the Father. v. 15

5) Amazingly, Jesus continually is laying down His life for

the sheep. The very act of incarnation was laying down his
life. The laying down includes (and emphasizes, of course)

Jesus' death. Jesus now dedicates His existence on behalf
of His sheep -- Heb. 7:25 -- He ever lives to make

intercession for them!

e. To hear the shepherd's voice (v. 16). "I have other sheep, which
are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My

voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd.

1) Jesus has other sheep. (He already has them even though
they will not have been born until 2000 years later!)

2) The other sheep are Gentiles. 
3) The intitiative is Jesus' -- He must bring them.

4) Certainty! They will hear His voice. (All of Jesus' sheep
will hear His voice.)

f. To keep on believing the shepherd (vv. 25, 26). 25 Jesus

answered them, "I told you, and you do not believe; the works
that I do in My Father's name, these testify of Me. 26 "But you

do not believe because you are not of My sheep.

1) Why do people not continue to believe in Jesus? Answer: 
Because they are not His sheep.

2) Because people are Jesus' sheep, they keep on believing
Him!

g. To keep hearing the shepherd's voice (v. 27). 27 "My sheep

hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; Jesus'
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sheep keep hearing His voice; He keeps knowing them; they keep
following Him!

h. To follow the shepherd (v. 27).



CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH: The VINE and the
BRANCHES

John 15:1-17

1. I HAVE A DREAM
a. When I was little I wanted to be a cowboy.

b. When I was in Australia I had a big dream--of being a pastor who
was able to help other pastors, of helping pastors in different parts

of the world, even. I don't know if that will happen, but I still have
that dream. I would like to be as helpful and productive for God

as I can be. I would like to bear fruit for Him.

2. WHAT'S YOUR DREAM?

3. It is not our goal in life to have fun! Our goal in life is to have a fruitful,
productive life for Jesus Christ. There are many young people out for

track and field, but their goal is not to have fun. There is nothing fun
about running around a quarter-mile oval, gasping for breath, wind

searing your lungs, the thighs in your legs screaming in pain, feeling half-
dead. You don't run in track to feel good, but to win the race! I have

seen runners reach the finish line after a hard, fast 400 meter run and
barely be able to stand up after they strode across the finish line, going

into oxygen debt to such a degree they were seeing stars, close to
collapse. They weren't trying to have fun, they were trying to win!

A. Relationship: Christ is the true vine; Christians are the branches. 

1. Jesus is the true vine (15:1, 5). [What does true imply?]

2. Christians are the branches (15:5).

3. God the Father is the vine-dresser (15:1).

4. Central to this concept of vine and branches is the issue of the union of

the branches with the vine. This of course indicates the importance of a
close relationship between the vine and the branches. The most basic

thing the branch can do is to remain, abide or continue in the vine. 
The word abide or remain is used 11 x in John 15:1-17. 

a. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, I, 355.

1) Living Union - so we bear fruit
2) Loving Union - so we enjoy Him

3) Lasting Union - so we need not be afraid.
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5. It goes without saying that the branches get their life, their nourishment,
their health from the vine. Connected with the vine, all sorts of good

things can happen. Separated from the vine, no good can happen. 

(John 15:5 "...for apart from Me you can do nothing.") Application: "I

cannot do anything worthwhile in life apart from Jesus Christ!"

6. Teacher / learner (disciple) (15:8).

7. An atmosphere of love (15:9, 10)

B. The Responsibility:

1. Of the Branches to the Vine:

a. To remain/abide in Christ (15:4, 5, 7; 1 John 3:24). We can do
absolutely nothing apart from Christ (15:5).

b. Accept God's pruning to bear more fruit (15:2).

c. Bear fruit (15:2). What does this mean?

1) Bear fruit (15:2).

2) Bear more fruit (15:2).
3) Bear much fruit (15:5). This brings glory to God (15:8) and

proves we are really Jesus' learners, or disciples (15:8).
4) We were chosen and appointed to bear fruit for God that

remains (15:16).

d. Ask for and receive answers to prayer (15:7, 16).

e. Remain in Jesus' love (15:9).

f. Keep Christ's commandments (15:10). (This is how we remain in
Jesus' love! -- see v. 9.)

g. Love one another as believers (15:12). This is a clear-cut

command from Jesus (see 15:9 and 10 and again in 15:17). If we
love fellow-Christians, we are obeying Jesus and we are

demonstrating we are remaining in Jesus' love.

h. We are no longer slaves, but friends of Christ's, provided we obey
Him (15:14-15).
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2. Of the Vine

a. Provide cleansing words (15:3).

b. Abide in the branches (15:4).

c. Provide the nourishment for the branches to bear fruit (15:4).

d. Love the branches (us) (15:9).

e. Provide for our complete joy! (15:11).

f. To choose us and appoint us to bear fruit that lasts (15:16).

3. Of the Vinedresser:

a. To give attention to branches that aren't bearing fruit (15:2).

1) To take away branches that do not bear fruit (15:2). For
this meaning, see John 11:48, where the Jews were afraid

that the Romans would take away their place and nation; or
Matt. 24:39, where Noah's flood took away all the

unbelievers.

2) Or, To lift up the branches off the ground so that they
pollinate better, don't get trampled on the ground, and begin

to bear fruit. For this meaning see Matt. 4:6, where speaks
of angels bearing up Jesus, lest He dash his foot against a

stone; or Matt. 9:6, where the paralyzed man is asked to
pick up his bed and walk.

b. To prune fruit-bearing branches so they produce even more fruit

(15:2). 

1) Note: Sometimes pruning is designed to cut off dead wood
so insects and disease won't injure the vine and branches. 

2) Sometimes pruning is designed to produce a better quality

of fruit--bigger fruit. CALL ON BILL CHRISTIANSEN.

3) GOD IS INTERESTED IN QUALITY AS WELL AS IN
QUANTITY.

a) Illustration of my trying to prune in Australia. It

never did bear fruit properly after that. Example: It
takes an expert , knowledgeable vine-dresser to

know how to prune properly. If I were to bring into
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my life the things I thought would be beneficial / and
remove from my life the things I thought would be

harmful, I would end up making my life unfruitful--
unprofitable. Only God knows what is really required

to make me useful and fruitful for Him.

4) How does God prune?

a) By using His Word

John 15:3 - "Now you are clean through the
Word which I have spoken to you." (The word

"clean" in 15:3 and "prune or purge" in 15:2
are closely related.

b) By using other peoples' admonition (warning) 

(1) 1 Thessalonians 5:14 Now we exhort you,

brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort
the feebleminded, support the weak, be

patient toward all [men].

(2) Romans 15:14 And I myself also am
persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also

are full of goodness, filled with all 

knowledge, able also to admonish one

another.

c) By using pastors, teachers, spiritual leaders

          
(1) 1 Corinthians 4:14. I write not these things to

shame you, but as my beloved sons I warn
[you].

        

(2) Colossians 1:28 Whom we preach, warning

every man, and teaching every man in all
wisdom; that we may present every man

perfect in Christ Jesus:

d) By chastening us, using life's experiences, including
(Hebrews 12:1-11)

(1) Hardship - Example: My hard time in Rexford. 

What I learned:
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(a) I needed to be more people oriented

(b) I needed to communicate with the
leaders and with the people more

(c) I needed to make my messages apply

to peoples' lives more

(d) I needed to learn how to be more of a
leader.

(2) Suffering

5) Pruning hurts, but it is productive!

c. Love His Son (15:9).

C. The identity of the branches that get burned

1. They are Christians who lose their salvation. (But see John 3:16, 36;

5:24; 10:28-39; Rom. 8:1 etc.)

2. They are Christians who lose their rewards. 

a. "The unfruitful believer is set aside, shelved. He or she is of no
practical use to Christ or to His kingdom--just as an unfruitful

branch is of no use to a fruit-producing vine." Charles Stanley,

Eternal Security, p. 130.

b. "The 'burned' branches represent Christians who will lose rewards

but not salvation at the judgment seat of Christ (1 Cor. 3:15)." 
Edwin A. Blum, John, The Bible Knowledge Commentary, II, 325.

3. They are not genuine Christians.

a. "Since all Christians bear fruit, it is clear that the fruitless branches

in John 15 cannot refer to them.... Externally they [the branches]
may be attached, but no life flows through them.... Some only

appear to be a part of God's people....(Matt. 13:30, 38)....Since
they have no living connection to Jesus Christ, they are cast out." 

John MacArthur, Jr., "Saved Without a Doubt: How to Be Sure of
Your Salvation." Victor Books, c. 1992, pp. 32, 33.

b. "The 'burned' branches refer to professing Christians who, like

Judas, are not genuinely saved and therefore are judged. Like a
dead branch, a person without Christ is spiritually dead and

therefore will be punished in eternal fire (cf. Matt. 25:46)." Edwin
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A. Blum, TBKC, II, 325.

c. Another example is those disciples who left in John 6.

4. They are Christians who lose their rewards. 

a. "The unfruitful believer is set aside, shelved. He or she is of no
practical use to Christ or to His kingdom--just as an unfruitful

branch is of no use to a fruit-producing vine." Charles Stanley,

Eternal Security, p. 130.

b. "The 'burned' branches represent Christians who will lose rewards

but not salvation at the judgment seat of Christ (1 Cor. 3:15)." 
Edwin A. Blum, John, The Bible Knowledge Commentary, II, 325.

5. They are not genuine Christians.

a. "Since all Christians bear fruit, it is clear that the fruitless branches

in John 15 cannot refer to them.... Externally they [the branches]
may be attached, but no life flows through them.... Some only

appear to be a part of God's people....(Matt. 13:30, 38)....Since
they have no living connection to Jesus Christ, they are cast out." 

John MacArthur, Jr., "Saved Without a Doubt: How to Be Sure of
Your Salvation." Victor Books, c. 1992, pp. 32, 33.

b. "The 'burned' branches refer to professing Christians who, like

Judas, are not genuinely saved and therefore are judged. Like a
dead branch, a person without Christ is spiritually dead and

therefore will be punished in eternal fire (cf. Matt. 25:46)." Edwin
A. Blum, TBKC, II, 325.



�$UH�<RX�$�3ULHVW"�
&+5,67�$1'�+,6�&+85&+�� "The High Priest and the Holy, Royal Priesthood"

$� 5(/$7,216+,3
�� -HVXV�&KULVW�ZDV�GHVLJQDWHG�E\�*RG�WR�EH�D�KLJK�SULHVW�DIWHU�WKH

RUGHU�RI�0HOFKL]HGHN�� �+HEUHZV���������
D� :H�NQRZ�IURP�*HQHVLV�������WKDW�0HOFKL]HGHN�ZDV�.LQJ��VR

+H�ZDV�UR\DO�
E� RI��-HUX�VDOHP�� 6DOHP�PHDQV�SHDFH��VKDORP���VR�KH�ZDV�.LQJ

RI�3HDFH�� �1RZ�\RX�FDQ
W�KDYH�SHDFH�XQWLO�\RX�KDYH
ULJKWHRXVQHVV��

F� 7KH�QDPH�0HOFKL]HGHN� PHDQV��.LQJ�RI�5LJKWHRXVQHVV�
�PHOHFK� �NLQJ��]HGHN� �ULJKWHRXVQHVV���VR�+H�ZDV�D�KRO\
NLQJ��

G� :H�NQRZ�DOVR�IURP�*HQHVLV�������WKDW�0HOFKL]HGHN�ZDV��D
SULHVW�RI�WKH�0RVW�+LJK�*RG��

H� &RQFOXVLRQ�� 0HOFKL]HGHN�ZDV�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�.,1*���35,(67��
-HVXV�ZDV�GHVLJQDWHG�DV�*RG
�+LJK�3ULHVW�DIWHU�WKH�OLQH�RI
0HOFKL]HGHN��VR�-HVXV��2XU�+LJK�3ULHVW�LV�D�52<$/�35,(67��D
3ULHVW�ZKR�LV�WR�UXOH�DV�.LQJ�

I� ,W�LV�WKH�MRE�RI�D�SULHVW�WR�RIIHU�VDFULILFH�WR�EULQJ�PHQ�WR�*RG��
-HVXV��WKH�JUHDW�KLJK�SULHVW��KDG�RQO\�WR�RIIHU�RQH�VDFULILFH�WR
*RG��+LV�RZQ�EORRG��+HEUHZV���������

�� :KHQ�-HVXV�FDPH�WR�+LV�SHRSOH��+H�FDPH�DV�WKHLU�.LQJ�� %XW�VLQFH
WKH\�GLG�QRW�UHFHLYH�+LP��-RKQ��������+H�KDG�WR�VHUYH�DV�WKHLU�3ULHVW
ZKR�RIIHUHG�+LPVHOI�DV�WKHLU�VDFULILFLDO�/DPE�VR�+H�FRXOG�EULQJ�ERWK
-HZV�DQG�*HQWLOHV�WR�*RG�� 7KH�WLPH�LV�FRPLQJ�ZKHQ�+H�ZLOO�UHWXUQ
WR�EH�WKHLU�.LQJ��0DWWKHZ��������DQG�WKH�.LQJ�RI�DOO�1DWLRQV
�5HYHODWLRQ�����

�� -XVW�DV�-HVXV�LV�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�.LQJ���3ULHVW��ZH�DUH�D�UR\DO
SULHVWKRRG��VHUYLQJ�DV�SULHVWV�XQGHUQHDWK�+LP�RIIHULQJ�VDFULILFHV�WR
*RG�DQG�EULQJLQJ�PHQ�WR�*RG�
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%� 5(63216,%,/,7<
,QWURGXFWLRQ�� �,Q�+LV�ORYH��*RG�FDOOHG�,VUDHO�WR�EH�D�NLQJGRP�RI�SULHVWV

�([RGXV����������EXW�WKH�-HZV�IDLOHG�*RG�DQG�WKHLU�NLQJGRP�ZDV�WDNHQ�IURP�WKHP
�0DWWKHZ��������� 7RGD\��*RG
V�SHRSOH��WKH�FKXUFK��DUH�+LV�NLQJV�DQG�SULHVWV���
3HWHU����������H[HUFLVLQJ�VSLULWXDO�DXWKRULW\�DQG�VHUYLQJ�*RG�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG���
�:DUUHQ�:LHUVEH��%LEOH�([SRVLWLRQ�&RPPHQWDU\��,,������

�� $�+RO\�3ULHVWKRRG�� 2XU�WDVN�LV�WR�EH�KRO\� ��3HWHU����
D� 6HW�DSDUW�IURP�VLQ
E� 6HW�DSDUW�WR�*RG

�� $�+RO\�3ULHVWKRRG�� :H�DUH�WR�VHUYH�DV�SULHVWV� ��3HW�����
D� $�SULHVW�KDV�WKH�WDVN�RI�EHLQJ�D�PHGLDWRU��D�EULGJH�EHWZHHQ

PHQ�DQG�*RG�
E� $�SULHVW
V�WDVN�LV�WR�KHOS�SHRSOH�GHDO�ZLWK�WKHLU�VLQV�VR�WKH\

FDQ�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�D�KRO\�*RG�
F� ,Q�D�UHDO�VHQVH�ZH�KHOS�SHRSOH�ILQG�WKHLU�ZD\�WR�*RG�E\

SRLQWLQJ�WKHP�WR�WKH�+LJK�3ULHVW��-HVXV�
�� $�5R\DO�3ULHVWKRRG�� :H�DUH�PHPEHUV�RI�D�UR\DO�IDPLO\�EHFDXVH�*RG

KLV�RXU�)DWKHU��DQG�&KULVW��RXU�HOGHU�EURWKHU�LV�WKH�.LQJ�� ��3HWHU
�����5HYHODWLRQ����
D� :H�DUH�WR�DVVLVW�WKH�.LQJ�LQ�EULQJLQJ�LQ�+LV�.LQJGRP�E\

KHOSLQJ�SHRSOH�OHDYH�WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�'DUNQHVV��UXOHG�E\�6DWDQ
DQG�VRRQ�KLV�DQWLFKULVW��DQG�HQWHU�WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�/LJKW��UXOHG
E\�*RG�DQG�VRRQ�+LV�0HVVLDK�

E� :H�DUH�WR�DVVLVW�WKH�.LQJ�LQ�+LV�FRPLQJ�.LQJGRP�� 2XU�MRE�ZLOO
EH�HYHQ�LQ�WKH�NLQJGRP�WR�EULQJ�PHQ�WR�*RG�� 0DQ\�ZLOO�JURZ
WR�DGXOWKRRG�DQG�QHHG�KHOS�LQ�WUXVWLQJ�&KULVW�
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�� $�+RO\�3ULHVWKRRG�ZKRVH�WDVN�LV�WR�RIIHU�XS�VSLULWXDO�VDFULILFHV
DFFHSWDEOH�WR�*RG�WKURXJK�-HVXV�&KULVW� ��3HWHU����
D� 3UDLVH��

�� ��3HWHU����� 2XU�MRE�� WR�SURFODLP�WKH�H[FHOOHQFLHV�RI
+LP�ZKR�KDV�FDOOHG�XV�RXW�RI�GDUNQHVV�LQWR�+LV
PDUYHORXV�OLJKW�

�� +HEUHZV������� �7KURXJK�+LP�WKHQ��OHW�XV�FRQWLQXDOO\
RIIHU�XS�D�VDFULILFH�RI�SUDLVH�WR�*RG��WKDW�LV��WKH�IUXLW�RI
OLSV�WKDW�JLYH�WKDQNV�WR�+LV�QDPH�

E� +HEUHZV������� �$QG�GR�QRW�QHJOHFW�GRLQJ�JRRG�DQG�VKDULQJ�
IRU�ZLWK�VXFK�VDFULILFHV�*RG�LV�SOHDVHG�
�� ,W�LV�D�XVHIXO�VDFULILFH�WRZDUG�*RG�DV�D�EHOLHYHU�SULHVW�WR

RIIHU�WKH�VDFULILFH�RI�GRLQJ�JRRG�WRZDUG�*RG�DQG�WRZDUG
RWKHUV�
D� $Q\�DFW�RI�NLQGQHVV�WRZDUG�DQRWKHU�LQ�&KULVW
V

QDPH�LV�D�SOHDVLQJ�VDFULILFH�WR�*RG�
E� 5HPHPEHU��D�VDFULILFH�RI�GRLQJ�JRRG�DOZD\V�FRVWV

XV�VRPHWKLQJ�� ,W�WDNHV�WLPH�ZKLFK�ZH�FRXOG
VSHQG�GRLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�� ,W�WDNHV�HIIRUW�WKDW
FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�XVHG�GRLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH��
:KHQ�\RX�VDFULILFH�IRU�*RG�DV�D�EHO



:KDW�$UH�7KH�&KXUFK
V�6\PEROV"
--The Lord's Supper--

$� 6KRXOG�ZH�FDOO�LW�DQ�RUGLQDQFH�RU�D�VDFUDPHQW"
�� �$�VDFUDPHQW�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�SUHVHQWHG�WR�WKH�VHQVHV��ZKLFK�KDV�WKH

SRZHU��E\�GLYLQH�LQVWLWXWLRQ��QRW�RQO\�RI�VLJQLI\LQJ��EXW�DOVR�RI�HIILFLHQWO\
FRQYH\LQJ�JUDFH��� �&RXQFLO�RI�7UHQW�������

�� $Q�RUGLQDQFH�LV��DQ�RXWZDUG�ULWH�SUHVFULEHG�E\�&KULVW�WR�EH�SHUIRUPHG�E\
+LV�FKXUFK��� �5\ULH�

%� :KDW�GR�ORFDWLRQV�PHDQ"
�� ,Q�D�&DWKROLF�FKXUFK��ZKHUH�LV�� :K\"

D� 7KH�SXOSLW"
E� 7KH�EDSWLVPDO�IRQW"
F� 7KH�DOWDU"

�� ,Q�D�/XWKHUDQ�FKXUFK��ZKHUH�LV�� :K\"
D� 7KH�SXOSLW"
E� 7KH�EDSWLVPDO�IRQW"
F� 7KH�DOWDU"

�� ,Q�D�%DSWLVW�FKXUFK��ZKHUH�LV�� :K\"
D� 7KH�SXOSLW"
E� 7KH�EDSWLVWHU\"
F� 7KH�FRPPXQLRQ�WDEOH"

&� :KDW�KDSSHQV�DW�WKH�FRPPXQLRQ�WDEOH��RU
�DOWDU��"
�� ,Q�D�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�FKXUFK"

D� 7KH�EUHDG�DQG�ZLQH�EHFRPH�WKH�DFWXDO�ERG\�DQG�EORRG�RI�&KULVW�
WKRXJK�WKH\�REYLRXVO\�GR�QRW�FKDQJH�WKHLU�DSSHDUDQFH�� 7KLV�LV
FDOOHG��7UDQVXEVWDQWLDWLRQ��

E� :KDW�HIIHFW�GRHV�WKLV�KDYH"� 2I�UH�VDFULILFLQJ�&KULVW�HYHU\�WLPH
WKHUH�LV�D��PDVV��

F� :K\�FDQ�WKLV�QRW�EH�WUXH"
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�� +HEUHZV� ����� 1HLWKHU� E\� WKH� EORRG� RI� JRDWV� DQG� FDOYHV�� EXW� E\� KLV� RZQ
EORRG� KH� HQWHUHG� LQ� RQFH� LQWR� WKH� KRO\� SODFH�� KDYLQJ� REWDLQHG� HWHUQDO
UHGHPSWLRQ� >IRU� XV@�

�� +HEUHZV� ���� ��� %\� WKH� ZKLFK� ZLOO� ZH� DUH� VDQFWLILHG� WKURXJK� WKH� RIIHULQJ� RI
WKH� ERG\� RI� -HVXV� &KULVW� RQFH� >IRU� DOO@�

�� ,Q�D�/XWKHUDQ�FKXUFK"� >3DUDJUDSKV�D�WKURXJK�G�DUH�WDNHQ�YHUEDWLP�IURP
/XWKHU
V�6PDOO�&DWHFKLVP��SS��������@
D� �:KDW�LV�WKH�6DFUDPHQW�RI�WKH�$OWDU"

�,W�LV�WKH�WUXH�ERG\�DQG�EORRG�RI�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�&KULVW�XQGHU
WKH�EUHDG�DQG�ZLQH��LQVWLWXWHG�E\�&KULVW�+LPVHOI�IRU�XV�&KULVWLDQV
WR�HDW�DQG�WR�GULQN���
>$XWKRU
V�QRWH�� WKLV�YLHZ�LV�FDOOHG��FRQVXEVWDQWLDWLRQ��� 7KH
VHFRQG�TXHVWLRQ�RI�WKLV�VHFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FDWHFKLVP�LV�RPLWWHG�KHUH�@

E� �:KDW�LV�WKH�EHQHILW�RI�WKLV�HDWLQJ�DQG�GULQNLQJ"
�7KHVH�ZRUGV��
*LYHQ�DQG�VKHG�IRU�\RX�IRU�WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV

RI�VLQV�
�VKRZ�XV�WKDW�LQ�WKH�6DFUDPHQW�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�VLQV��OLIH�
DQG�VDOYDWLRQ�DUH�JLYHQ�XV�WKURXJK�WKHVH�ZRUGV�� )RU�ZKHUH�WKHUH
LV�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�VLQV��WKHUH�LV�DOVR�OLIH�DQG�VDOYDWLRQ��

F� �+RZ�FDQ�ERGLO\�HDWLQJ�DQG�GULQNLQJ�GR�VXFK�JUHDW�WKLQJV
�&HUWDLQO\�QRW�MXVW�HDWLQJ�DQG�GULQNLQJ�GR�WKHVH�WKLQJV��EXW

WKH�ZRUGV�ZULWWHQ�KHUH�� 
*LYHQ�DQG�VKHG�IRU�\RX�IRU�WKH
IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�VLQV�
� 7KHVH�ZRUGV��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�ERGLO\�HDWLQJ
DQG�GULQNLQJ�DUH�WKH�PDLQ�WKLQJ�LQ�WKH�6DFUDPHQW�� :KRHYHU
EHOLHYHV�WKHVH�ZRUGV�KDV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�WKH\�VD\�� 
IRUJLYHQHVV�RI
VLQV�
�

G� �:KR�UHFHLYHV�WKLV�VDFUDPHQW�ZRUWKLO\"
����%XW�WKDW�SHUVRQ�LV�WUXO\�ZRUWK\�DQG�ZHOO�SUHSDUHG�ZKR�KDV�IDLWK
LQ�WKHVH�ZRUGV�� 
*LYHQ�DQG�VKHG�IRU�\RX�IRU�WKH�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI
VLQV�


%XW�DQ\RQH�ZKR�GRHV�QRW�EHOLHYH�WKHVH�ZRUGV�RU�GRXEWV
WKHP�LV�XQZRUWK\�DQG�XQSUHSDUHG��IRU�WKH�ZRUGV�
IRU�\RX
�UHTXLUH
DOO�KHDUWV�WR�EHOLHYH��
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H� :K\�FDQ�WKLV�QRW�EH�WUXH"
�� :KHQ�-HVXV�VDLG�DERXW�WKH�EUHDG���7KLV�LV�P\�ERG\��DQG

DERXW�WKH�FXS���7KLV�LV�P\�EORRG���+H�ZDV�XVLQJ�D�ILJXUH�RI
VSHHFK�� VR�DOVR�ZKHQ�+H�VDLG���,�DP�WKH�GRRU���+H�GLG�QRW
PHDQ�XV�WR�WKLQN�+H�ZDV�D�OLWHUDO�GRRU��EXW�WKH�ZD\�RI
VDOYDWLRQ�

�� 7KLV�LV�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�-HVXV�DERXW�WKH�/DVW
6XSSHU���7KLV� GR� LQ� UHPHPEUDQFH� RI� PH�� �/XNH��������

�� -HVXV�QHYHU�VDLG�WKDW�EHOLHYLQJ�ZRUGV�DERXW�FRPPXQLRQ
ZRXOG�JLYH�XV�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI�VLQV�� +H�VDLG�WKDW�+LV�EORRG�
�QRW�WKH�ZLQH�DQG�WKH�EUHDG��ZDV�JLYHQ�IRU�IRUJLYHQHVV�RI
VLQV�

0DWWKHZ� ��������� ��� $QG� KH� WRRN� WKH� FXS�� DQG� JDYH� WKDQNV�� DQG
JDYH� >LW@� WR� WKHP�� VD\LQJ�� 'ULQN� \H� DOO� RI� LW�� ��� )RU� WKLV� LV� P\�EORRG�RI� WKH
QHZ� WHVWDPHQW��ZKLFK� LV� VKHG� IRU� PDQ\� IRU� WKH� UHPLVVLRQ� RI� VLQV�

�� :H�DUH�WR�KDYH�IDLWK�LQ�-HVXV
�EORRG��QRW�LQ�ZRUGV�DERXW�WKH
FRPPXQLRQ�HOHPHQWV�� 5RPDQV���������
��� %HLQJ�MXVWLILHG�IUHHO\�E\�KLV�JUDFH�WKURXJK�WKH
UHGHPSWLRQ�WKDW�LV�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV�
���� :KRP�*RG�KDWK�VHW�IRUWK�>WR�EH@�D�SURSLWLDWLRQ�WKURXJK
IDLWK�LQ�KLV�EORRG��WR�GHFODUH�KLV�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�IRU�WKH
UHPLVVLRQ�RI�VLQV�WKDW�DUH�SDVW��WKURXJK�WKH�IRUEHDUDQFH�RI
*RG�

�� ,Q�D�%DSWLVW�FKXUFK"
D� :H�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�EUHDG�DQG�WKH�FXS�DUH�VWULFWO\�D�PHPRULDO���

&RULQWKLDQV������������ 7KH�HOHPHQWV�DUH�XQFKDQJHG�� &KULVW�LV
SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�VHUYLFH�EXW�QRW�LQ�WKH�HOHPHQWV�DW�DOO�

� ��� $QG� ZKHQ� KH� KDG� JLYHQ� WKDQNV�� KH� EUDNH� >LW@�� DQG� VDLG�� 7DNH�� HDW�� WKLV
LV� P\� ERG\�� ZKLFK� LV� EURNHQ� IRU� \RX�� WKLV� GR� LQ� UHPHPEUDQFH�RI� PH�

� ��� $IWHU� WKH� VDPH� PDQQHU� DOVR� >KH� WRRN@� WKH� FXS�� ZKHQ� KH� KDG� VXSSHG�
VD\LQJ�� 7KLV� FXS� LV� WKH� QHZ� WHVWDPHQW� LQ� P\� EORRG�� WKLV� GR� \H�� DV� RIW� DV� \H� GULQN� >LW@�
LQ� UHPHPEUDQFH�RI� PH�
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E� 7KH�SXUSRVHV�RI�7KH�/RUG
V�6XSSHU�
�� $�UHPHPEUDQFH�RI�&KULVW����&RU����������

� ��� $QG� ZKHQ� KH� KDG� JLYHQ� WKDQNV�� KH� EUDNH� >LW@�� DQG� VDLG�� 7DNH�
HDW�� WKLV� LV� P\� ERG\�� ZKLFK� LV� EURNHQ� IRU� \RX�� WKLV� GR� LQ� UHPHPEUDQFH�RI
PH�

� ��� $IWHU� WKH� VDPH� PDQQHU� DOVR� >KH� WRRN@� WKH� FXS�� ZKHQ� KH� KDG
VXSSHG�� VD\LQJ�� 7KLV� FXS� LV� WKH� QHZ� WHVWDPHQW� LQ� P\� EORRG�� WKLV� GR� \H�� DV
RIW� DV� \H� GULQN� >LW@�� LQ� UHPHPEUDQFH�RI� PH�

�� ,W�LV�D�ZD\�WR�DQQRXQFH�WKH�GHDWK�RI�&KULVW� ���&RULQWKLDQV
������

���� )RU� DV� RIWHQ� DV� \H� HDW� WKLV� EUHDG�� DQG� GULQN� WKLV� FXS�� \H� GR
VKHZ�WKH�/RUG
V�GHDWK� WLOO� KH� FRPH�

�� ,W�KHOSV�&KULVWLDQV�DQWLFLSDWH�WKH�/RUG
V�UHWXUQ���
&RULQWKLDQV�������

���� )RU� DV� RIWHQ� DV� \H� HDW� WKLV� EUHDG�� DQG� GULQN� WKLV� FXS�� \H� GR
VKHZ� WKH� /RUG
V� GHDWK�WLOO�KH�FRPH�

�� ,W�UHPLQGV�XV�RI�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�IHOORZVKLS�DQG�XQLW\���
&RULQWKLDQV����������

� ��� 7KH� FXS� RI� EOHVVLQJ� ZKLFK� ZH� EOHVV�� LV� LW� QRW� WKH� FRPPXQLRQ
RI� WKH� EORRG� RI� &KULVW"� 7KH� EUHDG� ZKLFK� ZH� EUHDN�� LV� LW� QRW� WKH� FRPPXQLRQ
RI� WKH� ERG\� RI� &KULVW"

� ��� )RU� ZH� >EHLQJ@� PDQ\� DUH� RQH� EUHDG�� >DQG@� RQH� ERG\�� IRU� ZH� DUH
DOO� SDUWDNHUV� RI� WKDW� RQH� EUHDG�
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$� &RPPDQG�RI�%DSWLVP� �:K\�VKRXOG�ZH�EH�EDSWL]HG"�

�� 0DWWKHZ����������
���� $QG�-HVXV�FDPH�XS�DQG�VSRNH�WR�WKHP��VD\LQJ��$OO�DXWKRULW\�KDV�EHHQ
JLYHQ�WR�0H�LQ�KHDYHQ�DQG�RQ�HDUWK�

�������������� *R�\H�WKHUHIRUH��DQG�WHDFK�DOO�QDWLRQV��EDSWL]LQJ�WKHP
����������LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�)DWKHU��DQG�RI�WKH�6RQ��DQG�RI�WKH�+RO\
����������*KRVW�
�������������� 7HDFKLQJ�WKHP�WR�REVHUYH�DOO�WKLQJV�ZKDWVRHYHU�,�KDYH
����������FRPPDQGHG�\RX��DQG��OR��,�DP�ZLWK�\RX�DOZD\��>HYHQ@�XQWR�WKH
����������HQG�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��$PHQ�
%� ([DPSOHV�RI�%DSWLVP� �:KHQ�VKRXOG�ZH�EH�EDSWL]HG"�

�� $FWV������ �7KH�7LPLQJ�RI�%DSWLVP�� ,PPHGLDWH�XSRQ�VDOYDWLRQ��
7KHQ�WKH\�WKDW�JODGO\�UHFHLYHG�KLV�ZRUG�ZHUH�EDSWL]HG�

����������DQG�WKH�VDPH�GD\�WKHUH�ZHUH�DGGHG�>XQWR�WKHP@�DERXW�WKUHH
����������WKRXVDQG�VRXOV�

�� ��$FWV��������� � 7KH�7LPLQJ�RI�%DSWLVP��
D� �,PPHGLDWH�XSRQ�VDOYDWLRQ�
E� �$IWHU�VDOYDWLRQ�� )DLWK�FRPHV�ILUVW��WKHQ�EDSWLVP�

�������������� %XW�ZKHQ�WKH\�EHOLHYHG�3KLOLS�SUHDFKLQJ�WKH�WKLQJV
����������FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�*RG��DQG�WKH�QDPH�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�
����������WKH\�ZHUH�EDSWL]HG��ERWK�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�
�������������� 7KHQ�6LPRQ�KLPVHOI�EHOLHYHG�DOVR��DQG�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV
����������EDSWL]HG��KH�FRQWLQXHG�ZLWK�3KLOLS��DQG�ZRQGHUHG��EHKROGLQJ
����������WKH�PLUDFOHV�DQG�VLJQV�ZKLFK�ZHUH�GRQH�

�� $FWV���������� � 7KH�7LPLQJ�RI�%DSWLVP�� ,PPHGLDWH�XSRQ
VDOYDWLRQ�

��� $QG�DV�WKH\�ZHQW�RQ�>WKHLU@�ZD\��WKH\�FDPH�XQWR�D
����������FHUWDLQ�ZDWHU��DQG�WKH�HXQXFK�VDLG��6HH��>KHUH�LV@�ZDWHU�
����������ZKDW�GRWK�KLQGHU�PH�WR�EH�EDSWL]HG"
�������������� $QG�KH�FRPPDQGHG�WKH�FKDULRW�WR�VWDQG�VWLOO��DQG�WKH\
����������ZHQW�GRZQ�ERWK�LQWR�WKH�ZDWHU��ERWK�3KLOLS�DQG�WKH�HXQXFK�
����������DQG�KH�EDSWL]HG�KLP�

�� ����������$FWV�������� � 7KH�7LPLQJ�RI�%DSWLVP��

26
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D� �,PPHGLDWH�XSRQ�VDOYDWLRQ�
E� �$IWHU�VDOYDWLRQ�� )DLWK�FRPHV�ILUVW��WKHQ�EDSWLVP�

��������������$QG�KH�GHSDUWHG�WKHQFH��DQG�HQWHUHG�LQWR�D�FHUWDLQ
����������>PDQ
V@�KRXVH��QDPHG�-XVWXV��>RQH@�WKDW�ZRUVKLSSHG�*RG�
����������ZKRVH�KRXVH�MRLQHG�KDUG�WR�WKH�V\QDJRJXH�
������������� $QG�&ULVSXV��WKH�FKLHI�UXOHU�RI�WKH�V\QDJRJXH��EHOLHYHG
����������RQ�WKH�/RUG�ZLWK�DOO�KLV�KRXVH��DQG�PDQ\�RI�WKH�&RULQWKLDQV
����������KHDULQJ�EHOLHYHG��DQG�ZHUH�EDSWL]HG�

&� 0HDQLQJ�3XUSRVH�RI�%DSWLVP� �:KDW�GRHV�EDSWLVP�PHDQ"�
�� ,W�LV�D�QHFHVVDU\��RXWZDUG�ZD\�RI�LGHQWLI\LQJ�RQHVHOI�ZLWK�-HVXV

&KULVW���
D� :DWHU�LV�QR�PRUH�HIIHFWLYH�LQ�PDNLQJ�RQH�D�&KULVWLDQ�WKDQ�WKH

EORRG�RI�EXOOV�RU�JRDWV�ZDV�HIIHFWLYH�LQ�DFWXDOO\�IRUJLYLQJ�WKH
VLQV�RI�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�� (YHQ�-RKQ�UHFRJQL]HG�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH
EHWZHHQ�ZDWHU�WKDW�KH�XVHG�DQG�-HVXV
�EDSWL]LQJ��XVLQJ�WKH
+RO\�6SLULW
�0DUN�����
��� ,�LQGHHG�KDYH�EDSWL]HG�\RX�ZLWK�ZDWHU��EXW�KH�VKDOO�EDSWL]H
\RX�ZLWK�WKH�+RO\�*KRVW�

E� 3XEOLF�WHVWLPRQ\�WKDW�\RX�DUH�D�&KULVWLDQ
�� 8QLIRUP�IRU�EDVNHWEDOO��IRRWEDOO��EDVHEDOO�SOD\HU
�� $�VWDWHPHQW�\RX�KDYH�EHHQ�VDYHG��DUH�DOUHDG\�D�FKLOG�RI

*RG�� 1RW�D�ZD\�WR�JHW�VDYHG�
D� 7LWXV���� ��� 1RW�E\�ZRUNV�RI�ULJKWHRXVQHVV

ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�GRQH��EXW�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�PHUF\
KH�VDYHG�XV��E\�WKH�ZDVKLQJ�RI�UHJHQHUDWLRQ��DQG
UHQHZLQJ�RI�WKH�+RO\�*KRVW�

E� (SKHVLDQV������� ��� )RU�E\�JUDFH�DUH�\H�VDYHG
WKURXJK�IDLWK��DQG�WKDW�QRW�RI�\RXUVHOYHV��>LW�LV@
WKH�JLIW�RI�*RG�
��� 1RW�RI�ZRUNV��OHVW�DQ\�PDQ�VKRXOG�ERDVW�
���� )RU�ZH�DUH�KLV�ZRUNPDQVKLS��FUHDWHG�LQ
&KULVW�-HVXV�XQWR�JRRG�ZRUNV��ZKLFK�*RG�KDWK
EHIRUH�RUGDLQHG�WKDW�ZH�VKRXOG�ZDON�LQ�WKHP�
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�� 6LJQ�RI�LGHQWLILFDWLRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW�LQ�+LV�GHDWK��EXULDO�DQG
UHVXUUHFWLRQ�5RPDQV������
��� .QRZ�\H�QRW��WKDW�VR�PDQ\�RI�XV�DV�ZHUH�EDSWL]HG�LQWR�-HVXV
&KULVW�ZHUH�EDSWL]HG�LQWR�KLV�GHDWK"��� 7KHUHIRUH�ZH�DUH�EXULHG�ZLWK
KLP�E\�EDSWLVP�LQWR�GHDWK��WKDW�OLNH�DV�&KULVW�ZDV�UDLVHG�XS�IURP
WKH�GHDG�E\�WKH�JORU\�RI�WKH�)DWKHU��HYHQ�VR�ZH�DOVR�VKRXOG�ZDON�LQ
QHZQHVV�RI�OLIH�

�� $�VLJQ�WKDW�WKH�EHOLHYHU�KDV�EHHQ�SODFHG�E\�*RG
V�6SLULW�LQWR�WKH
%RG\�RI�&KULVW�
��&RULQWKLDQV������� )RU�E\�RQH�6SLULW�DUH�ZH�DOO�EDSWL]HG�LQWR�RQH
ERG\��ZKHWKHU�>ZH�EH@�-HZV�RU�*HQWLOHV��ZKHWKHU�>ZH�EH@�ERQG�RU
IUHH��DQG�KDYH�EHHQ�DOO�PDGH�WR�GULQN�LQWR�RQH�6SLULW�

�� ,W�SURYLGHV�WKH�EHOLHYHU�ZLWK�D�FOHDU�FRQVFLHQFH�EHIRUH�*RG�
���3HWHU������

���������������7KH�OLNH�ILJXUH�ZKHUHXQWR�>HYHQ@�EDSWLVP�GRWK�DOVR�QRZ
����������VDYH�XV��QRW�WKH�SXWWLQJ�DZD\�RI�WKH�ILOWK�RI�WKH�IOHVK��EXW
����������WKH�DQVZHU�RI�D�JRRG�FRQVFLHQFH�WRZDUG�*RG���E\�WKH
����������UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�
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$OWHUQDWLYH�,GHDV�,�'LGQ
W�8VH
�� <RX�FDQ
W�SXW�VHUYLQJ�DKHDG�RI�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�-HVXV�� /XNH������� %XW

0DUWKD�ZDV�FXPEHUHG�DERXW�PXFK�VHUYLQJ��DQG�FDPH�WR�KLP��DQG�VDLG�
/RUG��GRVW�WKRX�QRW�FDUH�WKDW�P\�VLVWHU�KDWK�OHIW�PH�WR�VHUYH�DORQH"�ELG
KHU�WKHUHIRUH�WKDW�VKH�KHOS�PH�

�� -HVXV�ZDV�KHDYLO\�LQWR�VHUYLQJ�� ,I�ZH�DUH�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�OLNH�KLP��DQG
ZH�DUH��ZH�FDQQRW�DYRLG�VHUYLQJ�� 0DUN������� )RU�HYHQ�WKH�6RQ�RI�PDQ
FDPH�QRW�WR�EH�PLQLVWHUHG�XQWR��EXW�WR�PLQLVWHU��DQG�WR�JLYH�KLV�OLIH�D
UDQVRP�IRU�PDQ\�

�� ,I�\RX
UH�JRLQJ�WR�VHUYH�-HVXV��\RX�KDYH�WR�VWD\�ULJKW�ZLWK�+LP�� <RX�FDQ
W
NHHS�+LP�DW�D�GLVWDQFH���-RKQ������D� ,I�DQ\�PDQ�VHUYH�PH��OHW�KLP�IROORZ
PH��DQG�ZKHUH�,�DP��WKHUH�VKDOO�DOVR�P\�VHUYDQW�EH�

�� ,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�EH�KRQRUHG�E\�*RG��\RX
OO�VHUYH�+LV�6RQ�� -RKQ������E� ����
LI�DQ\�PDQ�VHUYH�PH��KLP�ZLOO�>P\@�)DWKHU�KRQRXU�

�� 7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\V�RI�VHUYLQJ�*RG�� :H�HDFK�QHHG�WR�ILQG�WKH
EHVW�ZD\�ZH�FDQ�VHUYH�+LP�DQG�GR�LW�ZLWK�DOO�RXU�KHDUWV�� ��3HWHU������ $V
HYHU\�PDQ�KDWK�UHFHLYHG�WKH�JLIW��>HYHQ�VR@�PLQLVWHU�WKH�VDPH�RQH�WR
DQRWKHU��DV�JRRG�VWHZDUGV�RI�WKH�PDQLIROG�JUDFH�RI�*RG����� ,I�DQ\�PDQ
VSHDN��>OHW�KLP�VSHDN@�DV�WKH�RUDFOHV�RI�*RG��LI�DQ\�PDQ�PLQLVWHU��>OHW�KLP
GR�LW@�DV�RI�WKH�DELOLW\�ZKLFK�*RG�JLYHWK��WKDW�*RG�LQ�DOO�WKLQJV�PD\�EH
JORULILHG�WKURXJK�-HVXV�&KULVW��WR�ZKRP�EH�SUDLVH�DQG�GRPLQLRQ�IRU�HYHU
DQG�HYHU��$PHQ�

a. What was their job description?

10. What were their qualifications?

11. Were there women Deacons?

a. Romans 16:1 I commend unto you Phebe our sister,

which is a servant of the church which is at

Cenchrea:

b. 1 Timothy 3:11 "Women (KJV = "wives") must

likewise be dignified, not malicious gossips, but

temperate, faithful in all things." (NAS)

c. The answer:

1) Women have always had important ministries in

the New Testament

a) See Ryrie "The Role of Women in the

Church"
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b) Phoebe

c) Women who ministered to Christ

d) Lydia

e) Priscilla

2) The first individuals to be called to be

official assistants to the apostles were all

men. This is especially interesting since

the problem they were called to supervise was

a feminine problem -- widows being

discriminated against.

3) It does not appear that women could meet all

the requirements of deacons 1 Tim. 3:12

a) "Husbands of only one wife"

b) "Good managers of their own households"

4) The feminine reference in 1 Tim. 3:11 is too

brief and out of order if a separate office

of female deacon were intended

5) The term "diakonos" is applied to Phoebe

(Rom. 16:1), but this is the common word

applied to "household servant." It would

seem the best explanation is that Paul here

was referring to Phoebe as having a

significant, helpful service or ministry in

her church, not as an Officer of the church. 

Phoebe was a servant of the church, not a

Servant of the church.


