“Faith and Generosity”
Genesis 13:1-18

A. Return to Canaan. 13:1-4

1. Blessings. God blesses His chosen ones despite their failures. 13:2

a.

{1} So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and
everything he had, and Lot went with him. {2} Abram had become very
wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold.

2. Return. The backslider must return to the place of his departure. 13:3-4

a.

{3} From the Negev he went from place to place until he came to Bethel,
to the place between Bethel and Ai where his tent had been earlier {4/} and
where he had first built an altar. There Abram called on the name of the
LORD.

3. Altar. 13:4. {4} and where he had first built an altar. There Abram called on the
name of the LORD.

a.

b.

When we are disobedient, we have trouble praying!

Obedience restores worship.

B. Conflict in Canaan. 13:5-13

1. Conlflict. God has a subtle way of pressuring us to obey Him! 13:5-7

a.

{5} Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, also had flocks and
herds and tents. {6} But the land could not support them while they stayed
together, for their possessions were so great that they were not able to stay
together. {7} And quarreling arose between Abram's herdsmen and the
herdsmen of Lot. The Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the
land at that time.

2. Trouble. Sometimes God brings trouble to separate us from that which slows our
spiritual growth. 13:8-9

a.

{8} So Abram said to Lot, "Let's not have any quarreling between you and
me, or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers. {9} Is not
the whole land before you? Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll go
to the right; if you go to the right, I'll go to the left."
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3. Secure. Faith is secure in allowing another to choose first. 13:9-11

a. {9} Is not the whole land before you? Let's part company. If you go to the
left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the right, I'll go to the left." {70/} Lot
looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered,
like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar. (This
was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) {11} So Lot
chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east.
The two men parted company:

4. Shallow. Spiritually shallow people make shallow choices. 13:12-13

a. {12} Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities
of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom. {13} Now the men of
Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the LORD.

5. Lesson: Conflict is God’s way of bringing us closer to Him to walk this life by
faith!

C. Renewed Promise in Canaan. 13:14-18

1. Big Picture. Faith visualizes what God has promised. 13:14

a. {14} The LORD said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, "Lift up
your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west.

2. Future. Faith peers into the future and believes God. 13:15-16

a. {15} All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever.
{16} 1 will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone
could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted.

3. Footsteps. We must walk and worship in this life by faith. 13:17-18

a. {17} Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving
it to you." {18} So Abram moved his tents and went to live near the great
trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the LORD.

Faith Trusts God Enough to Let Someone Else Make the First Choice!

(Faith doesn’t have to have its own way — God will make it up!)
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Five Things from the Bible We Need to Know.

1. Each one of us is a sinner. Romans 3:23.

2. What we earn from sinning is death. Romans 6:23a.

3. Jesus came to this earth to die in order to pay for our sins. Romans 5:8
4. If we trust in Jesus, we can be forgiven of our sins and have eternal life.

a. John 3:16
b. Acts 10:43
C. Romans 6:23

5. If we have been forgiven, we owe it to Jesus to live the rest of our lives for Him. Romans
12:1-2
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