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Introduction

Authorship

We do not know who wrote this letter. There is a strong likelihood that the author was a Messianic
Jew. He was a Jewish person who had become a committed believer in Christ. He had a pastor’s
heart and was dismayed by the possibility of his audience rejecting, because of persecution, their
prior confession of faith in Jesus as the Jewish Messiah. He does everything in his power to
persuade them not to depart from their original confession and to remain true to Jesus.

The writer is very familiar with the OT Scriptures. He is very familiar with OT passages that prove
Jesus is superior to angels. He is very familiar with the priesthood, with the high priesthood, and
with the qualifications of a priest. He is very familiar with the Levitical sacrificial system, and he is
familiar with the Old Covenant and the New Covenant. He does a superb job of exegeting the only
two obscure OT passages that discuss the cryptic Melchizedek — Genesis 14:18-20 and Psalm
110:4.

The writer is a fluent speaker and writer of the Greek language. He uses vocabulary that is not
found anywhere else in the Greek NT. He is well versed in the Septuagint, the Greek translation of
the Hebrew Scriptures. It is likely, therefore, that he was a Hellenistic Jew.

Ancient testimony gave four men as possible authors — Paul, Luke, Barnabas, and Clement. More
modern writers have suggested Apollos, Peter, Jude, Stephen, Silas, Epaphras, and Philip. We
know with certainty that the writer was a contemporary with, and a personal acquaintance of,
Timothy (Heb. 13:23). If anything, that gives a slight edge to the Apostle Paul as being the author.
But the style and the vocabulary are distinct from Pauline literature. Thus, none of these have
become overwhelming favorites. The safest, and most accurate answer is that we do not know who
wrote this letter. That conclusion does not present a barrier to its inspiration, however.

Recipients

The Greek / English title of the book, “To the Hebrews” is probably accurate, even though it was
probably not part of the original document. The closely-reasoned logic of the author in favor of
Jesus as being the superior fulfillment of the OT prophecies argues heavily that the readers were
Jewish, though Hellenized to some degree. Scholars argue on both sides of the question as to
whether the writer was located inside or outside Israel, and as to whether the readers were located
inside or outside the country. That makes little difference to me, for in neither instance does it
change my understanding of the theme of the letter and its implications.

I believe that the readers were Jewish Christians, and that they were under duress. Much like the
community discovered at Qumran, they may have attempted to isolate themselves from the world
and from what they had originally considered to be apostate Judaism. But now they were under
pressure to forsake their Christian beliefs and return to Judaism. We know that they had been
persecuted in the past and had withstood those persecutions. It is my belief that people from the
Jewish community were urging them to renounce their belief in Jesus as the Messiah. In fact it may
be true that they were undergoing persecution in that regard. The writer urges the readers to stay
true to the confession they had once made in regard to Jesus being the Messiah. The entire
argument of the book makes its case in that regard. Maintaining their steadfast faith in Jesus as
their Messiah assures them of full participation in His coming Millennial Kingdom with all those
rights and privileges.
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Date of Writing

We do not know the precise date of writing. Since the Romans destroyed the city of Jerusalem and
the Jewish Temple in AD 70, it seems safe to assume that tragedy had not yet occurred when this
letter was written. If it had already occurred, it would have been compelling proof that the writer
could have used in his discussion that the New Covenant had replaced the Old one. The writer’s
mention of Timothy’s release from prison (Heb. 13:23) reinforces an upper limit of the date of
writing. Probably the author penned this letter some time in the 60's A.D. Beyond that we cannot
be more precise.

The Theme of the Letter

The great bulk of the letter to the Hebrews is The Pre-eminence of the Messiah-Son in His
Person and Work (Heb. 1:1-10:18). In broad terms,

Part 1 is the theme: God’s Revelation to Man (Heb. 1:1-3);
Part 2, The Superiority of the Messiah-Son to Angels (Heb. 1:4-2:18);
Part 3, The Superiority of the Messiah-Son to Moses (Heb. 3:1-6);

Part 4, The Parenthetical Second Warning: The Danger of Failing to Enter God’s Rest
through Trusting in Jesus Christ (Heb. 3:7-4:13); and

Part S, The Superiority of the Messiah-Son to Aaron (Heb. 4:14-10:18). This fifth part
breaks down as follows:

First, Jesus is a more accessible high priest (Heb. 4:14-16)
Second, He is a better priest in essence (Heb. 5:1-10)

Third, The parenthetical warning to the readers: Press on to maturity in Christ! (Heb.
5:11-6:20)

Fourth, Jesus participates in a better priesthood (Heb. 7:1-8:6)
Fifth, Jesus mediates a better covenant (Heb. 8:7-9:28)
Sixth, Jesus has offered a better sacrifice (Heb. 10:1-18)

The second major division of Hebrews is The Appropriation and Application of the Person and
Work of the Messiah-Son (Heb. 10:19-13:25)

Part 1. Exhortations to Live in the Faith (Heb. 10:19-39)

Part 2. Illustrations of Living by Faith (Heb. 11)

Part 3. The Application of Past Lessons to the Present Time (Heb. 12)
Part 4. The Personal Note (Heb. 13)

This letter is written to Messianic Jews who are under duress for their faith in Jesus as the Messiah.
They are considering reverting back to Judaism. The writer does everything in his power to

i
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persuade his readers of the superiority of Jesus, His sacrifice, His priesthood, and His New
Covenant in comparison to the Levitical priesthood under the Old Covenant. He warns them of the
futility of moving backwards. He is persuaded that they will move onward and adhere to their
original confession of faith in Jesus, assisted by the writer’s severe warnings. He urges them to
enter the rest of participating with King Jesus when He returns to rule upon earth.

il
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HEBREWS:

"THE SUPERIORITY OF THE PERSON AND WORK OF CHRIST"

"But now He [Jesus] has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator
of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises."

Hebrews 8:6

A1 THE PRE-EMINENCE OF THE MESSIANIC SON IN HIS PERSON AND WORK
1:1-10:18

B1 The Theme: The Superiority of God's Revelation to Man in His Messianic Son
1:1-3

C 1 The Supremacy of His Revelation in the Messianic Son 1:1-2a
D1 The former manner 1:1
E 1 The person: {1} God,
E 2 The communication: after He spoke *

E 3 The time: long ago

! Title - Hebrews: As nearly as we can reconstruct, the author, unidentified, wrote this letter to a group of
Hebrew Christians. By that I mean they were Jewish people who had become convinced that Jesus was the Jewish
Messiah, and had placed their trust in Him. Eventually, they came under persecution, ridicule, attack, and perhaps
excommunication. Now, they were having second thoughts. They were tempted to renounce their faith in Jesus as
their Messiah and revert to Judaism. The whole letter to the Hebrews seems designed to dissuade them from apostasy
and to motivate them to uphold their earlier confession of faith in Jesus as Messiah. The letter amounts to an apology
— a systematic defense — of Jesus as being superior to angels, to Moses, possessing a better priesthood, a better law,
and mediator of a better covenant. Jesus offered a superior sacrifice. If the readers reject Him, there is no other
sacrifice for sins.

2 Heb. 1:1 - He spoke: God is a gregarious being. First, He exists as a Triune Being. Each of the members of the
Godhead communicate with one another. Second, God has created intelligent beings with whom He enjoys
communicating — angels (messengers) and men. Only of man is it said that God created man “in Our image,
according to our likeness” (Gen. 1:26-27). Only of man is it said that “God so loved the world, that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). God has
communicated with man through His Natural Word (Ps. 19:1-6; Rom. 1:18-23); through His Spoken Word, the
prophets (Heb. 1:1); through His Written Word, the Bible (Ps. 19:7-11); and, in the ultimate message, through His
Living Word, the Lord Jesus Christ (John 1:1-2, 14; Heb. 1:2).
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E 4 The recipients: to the fathers *
E 5 The spokesmen: in the prophets *
E 6 The methodology: in many portions and in many ways,
D2 The latter manner 1:2a

E 1 The time: {2} in these last days °
E 2 The communication: has spoken
E 3 The recipients: to us
E 4 The spokesman: in His Messianic Son, °

C2 The Accomplishments of His Revelation through the Messianic Son 1:2b-3

D1 Heis God's appointed heir of all creation: whom He appointed heir of all

3 Heb. 1:1 - the fathers: Meaning, in this context, the forbears of the nation of Israel prior to the birth of the
Messiah, and not solely the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. I say that because “the fathers” the writer is
speaking of had to be alive in order for “the prophets” to communicate with them. The first and greatest prophet
would have been Moses. Other notable prophets were Elijah and Elisha. Other prophets, such as Isaiah, Jeremiah,
and the “minor” prophets lived are also prophets the writer had in mind.

* Heb. 1:1 - in the prophets: God spoke to Israel in the past by means of prophets. The prophets proclaimed, in
the first instance, the oral, or spoken Word of God. Some, but not all, of those prophets, also wrote their messages
down. Some of those messages have been incorporated into the written Word of God. See the preceding footnote for
a mention of a few of the prophets.

> Heb. 1:2 - in these last days: The writer includes the coming of the Messiah as inaugurating “the last days.”

% Heb. 1:2 - has spoken to us in His Son: I fear that we Christians think of the “Father-Son” relationship between
the First and Second members of the Godhead in a context divorced from its proper setting. It is not as though God,
in eternity past, and without the aid of some consort, strangely gave birth, if even in a spiritual way, to a son.
Increasingly I am concluding that references to Jesus as the “Son” of God must be viewed in a Messianic context.

God made a promise, later termed a covenant, with David that David’s son would build a Temple for God.
Furthermore, God promised a “Father-Son” relationship with David’s descendant, Solomon (2 Sam. 7:14). But in
Israeli thinking, and properly so, I might add, this Father-Son relationship extended on down to all of David’s sons
who reigned as king over Israel. It is no accident that the NT refers repeatedly to Jesus as “the son of David” (Matt.
1:1, 20; 9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 20:30, 31; 21:9, 15; 22:42; Mark 10:47, 48; 12:35; Luke 3:31; 18:38, 39).
Acknowledging Jesus as “Son of David” was tantamount to acknowledging Jesus as God’s Son by virture of the
“Father-Son” relationship God promised between Himself and the ultimate Messiah, the ultimate descendant of
David. I believe that references to Jesus as God’s Son in the NT must be understood as implying that Jesus is the
ultimate descendant of David. He is therefore the Ultimate Son of David, and by virtue of this relationship, He is the
ultimate Son of God.

God’s message to us in His Son, the Messiah is His ultimate message, at least up to this point. Now it is true, we
would not know about God’s Messianic Son apart from the written message about Him — the written Word of God.
As magnificent as God’s written Word is, and as necessary as it is, His written Word is superseded by His Living
Word — His Messianic Son. The title “Son” is Auios (5207), used 24X in 21 verses in Hebrews. Not all of them,
however, refer to Jesus. I will provide two lists — one in which Jesus is referred to as “Son,” and another in which
“son” does not refer to Jesus. (1) Jesus, the Messiah, as “Son”: Heb. 1:2; (by implication) — Heb. 1:5, 5; Heb. 1:8. In
Heb. 2:8, the original referent “son of man” was mankind in general. However Psalm § is seen as a Messianic psalm
by the writer of Hebrews, and the author applies the phrase to Jesus. Heb. 3:6; 4:14; Heb. 5:5 (by extension); Heb.
5:8; 6:6; 7:3,28; 10:29 (2) Ordinary mortals as “son’: Heb. 2:10; 7:5; 11:21, 22, 24; 12:5,5; 6,7, 7, 8.
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things, ' 1:2b

D2 He was God's medium of creation: through whom also He made the world. *
1:2¢

D 3 He is the brightness of God's glory: {3} And He is the radiance ° of His
glory 1:3a

D 4 He is the express image of God's person: and the exact representation '° of
His nature, '1:3b

D 5 He is the sustainer of all by His power: and upholds all things by the word
of His power. '* 1:3¢

D 6 He successfully made purification for sins: When He had made purification
of sins, " 1:3d

" Heb. 1:2 - whom He appointed heir of all things: As Messiah, ultimate Son of David, Jesus will inherit the
nations and the ends of the earth as His inheritance (Ps. 2:8); as Creator, all things were created by Him and for Him
(Col. 1:16). As believers who suffer, we are joint-heirs along with Messiah (Rom. 8:17).

¥ Heb. 1:2 - through whom also He made the world: The Scriptures are clear that God created the earth (Gen.
1:1), that He did so in six solar days (Gen. 1:1-2:3) about six thousand years ago (Gen. 5:1-32; Gen. 11:10-32), and
that the Word of God, the Second Person of the Trinity, the future Messiah, was the Agent through whom God
created the world (John 1:1-3, 10; 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:15-17; Heb. 1:2).

? Heb. 1:3 - radiance: apaugasma (541), used only here in the NT. The word can refer to a “source” of light or a

“reflection” of light. Probably here it is the former. The Messianic Son is the visible manifestation of the glory of the
invisible God.

' Heb. 1:3 - exact representation: These two words translate the single Greek word charaktér (5481), used only
here in the NT. Originally, this word means an engraver or engraving tool. The writer here uses it to indicate that the
Messianic Son is the exact representation or precise reproduction of God’s essence (see Friberg Analytical Lexicon
of the Greek New Testament) (hereafter identified simply as Friberg).

"'Heb. 1:3 - of His nature: “Nature” translates hupostasis (5287), which refers to “the objective aspect and
underlying reality behind anything, with the specific meaning derived from the context; (1) as an undertaking plan,
project (2C 9.4); as God’s substantial nature real being, essence (HE 1.3); (3) as the objective reality that gives a
firm guarantee and basis for confidence or assurance substance, ground of hope, foundation (HE 3.14; 11:1)”
(FALGNT).

Theologians discuss the various complexities and implications of the “Hypostatic Union” inherent in Jesus. He
is fully man, yet fully God. From His human side He can feel pain, grow physically weary, shed tears of sorrow. Yet
from His Divine side He predicts the future, knows all things, can control a tempest at sea, and raise the dead.

2 Heb. 1:3 - and upholds all things by the word of His power: The Messianic Son not only created the earth, He
keeps it running and functioning. The word “upholds” is the participle phero (5342), here used in the present tense
(durative action in present time). Literally, the Messianic Son constantly is “bearing” or “carrying” all things. He is
the “glue” that keeps our world with all its processes and systems, our Solar System, our Galaxy, and our Universe,
from flying apart and disintegrating (Col. 1:17). One day He will withdraw His upholding power, and the entire
universe will disintegrate with blinding heat and a deafening roar (2 Pet. 3:7-12).

" Heb. 1:3 - When He had made purification for sin: The Messiah was anointed by God (Matt. 3:13-17; Mark
1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22; John 1:29-34) to be Prophet, Priest, and King. His purification for sin was obviously His
Priestly Ministry. In the thinking of the writer of Hebrews, he is emphasizing Jesus’ Priestly ministry. Unlike no
other NT writer, this writer underscores Jesus’ present ministry as being that of the Priest ministering after the order
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D 7 Having successfully completed His work of purification for sins, He sat
down in the place of ultimate honor — at the right hand of God: He sat down
at the right hand of the Majesty on high, '* 1:3¢

B 2 The Superiority of the Messianic Son to Angels 1:4 - 2:18
C1 His Better Position 1:4

D1 Made blgttter than angels: {4} having become as much better than the
angels,

D 2 His better name: as He has inherited a more excellent name '° than they.

of Melchizedek (Heb. 5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:1, 10, 11, 15, 17). Now Melchizedek was both priest and king of Jerusalem
(Gen. 14:18-20). But the writer of Hebrews focused primarily on the priestly ministries of both Melchizedek and
Jesus.

' Heb. 1:3 - He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high: It is certain that Jesus sat down at God’s right
hand as the Anointed One, the Messiah. But the Messiah wears three hats — Prophet, Priest, and King.
Amillennialists and Progressive Dispensationalists argue that Jesus sat down at the right hand of God as King upon
David’s throne. I maintain that view is incorrect. He sat down, not as King, but as Priest, and, by definition, as King-
in-Waiting. According to Psalm 110:1-2 Jesus is presently waiting until His enemies be made a footstool for His feet
in Zion, upon Earth. Though the groundwork for their defeat has been laid at the cross and the empty tomb, Jesus’
enemies are presently very much alive and well on Earth.

The fact that Jesus is sitting means that His work has been accomplished. What work has been accomplished? It
is His sacrificial work as Priest. He made one sacrifice for all time and now, having completed that sacrificial
offering of Himself, He has taken His seat at the right hand of God, waiting to take up His ministry on earth as the
Anointed King (Heb. 10:12-14). He cannot presently be sitting on the throne of David when Israel, the subjects of
both David and Jesus, do not even acknowledge His legitimacy as King, and when the earth is overrun with Jesus’
enemies. The position of Progressive Dispensationalists is that Jesus’ reign as been inaugurated, but not fulfilled. I
maintain that His sacrificial ministry as Priest, in which He offered up His body as the perfect sacrifice, has been
completed. That is why He has taken His seat. His intercessory Priestly ministry for believers is, however, an
ongoing process (Heb. 7:25). But His rule as King, although provided for by His death and resurrection, has not yet
been inaugurated. Jesus was anointed to be King upon Earth, in Jerusalem. How can His rule as King have been
inaugurated when the King Himself is absent from the earth?

' Heb. 1:4 - better than the angels: From 1:4 - 2:18 the author will attempt to convince his readers that Jesus is
better than (kreitton, 2909), or superior to the angels, who are much revered in Jewish thinking. “Angel” is a (non-)
translation of the Greek noun aggelos (32), which means simply, “messenger.” In the OT, “angel” translates the
Hebrew noun malak (4397), which also means, “messenger.” From the first book of the OT, God communicated with
man by means of one of His messengers (Gen. 16:7-11). Angels have a prominent place in the NT as well (e.g., Matt.
1:20, 24). The writer’s point is that the Messianic Son is superior to angels.

The writer will use “better” or “superior” (kreitton, 2909) 13 times in Hebrews — Heb. 1:4; 6:9; 7:7, 19, 22; 8:6
(twice); 9:23; 10:34; 11:16, 35, 40; 12:24. The Messianic Son is better than the angels (1:4); Jesus, the Priest after
the order of Melchizedek, has brought in a better hope (7:19); Jesus is the guarantor of a better covenant (7:22);
Jesus, our high priest, is the mediator of a better covenant, enacted on better promises (8:6); the furnishings of the
temple in heaven were necessarily purified by better sacrifices than the furnishings of the model tabernacle with its
“copy-cat” furnishings on earth (9:23); the Hebrew Christians had endured the seizure of their earthly property,
knowing that they had “a better possession and a lasting one” (10:34); the OT patriarchs, living as nomads without
actually possessing the promised land, desired “a better country, that is a heavenly one” (11:16); heroes of faith
chose torture, “not accepting release so that they might obtain a better resurrection” (11:35); God had provided
something better for us (11:40); and, finally, Jesus is the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood,
which speaks better than the blood of Abel” (12:24).

'S Heb. 1:4 - more excellent name: Angels are merely “messengers,” while the person under consideration is
designated as “Son,” which I understand to be another designation of “the Messiah.”
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C 2 His Messianic Sonship: Statements made to the Messianic Son, but never to
angels 1:5

D1 Regarding Messianic Sonship: {5} For to which of the angels did He ever
say, "YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU"?

D 2 Regarding Fatherhood: And again, "I WILL BE A FATHER TO HIM AND
HE SHALL BE A SON TO ME"? '®

C3 His Deity 1:6

' Heb. 1:5 - YOU ARE MY SON, TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU: The writer here quotes from Psalm
2:7, where the anointed king tells of the decree of Yahweh. Psalm 2 was written to apply to any descendant of David
to sit on the throne. But it would have its ultimate fulfillment in the ultimate Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, as proven
by this quotation, applying it to Jesus.

In the first portion of that decree, Yahweh stated to the Messiah, “You are My Son, Today I have begotten
You.” Yahweh is operating on the basis of the promise that He made to King David in 2 Samuel 7:14, wherein He
affirmed to David regarding his descendant, “I will be a father to him, and he will be a son to Me.” That promise to
David God issued as a decree to the ultimate Son of David, the Messiah, in Psalm 2:7. “Today I have begotten you”
probably refers to the day of coronation for the merely mortal sons of David. But for the Ultimate Messiah, Jesus, it
cannot be restricted to His coronation, for He has not yet been crowned. So at what point did God the Father “beget”
Jesus as His Son as descendant of David?

The most likely occasion would have been immediately after Jesus’ baptism. It was at that point two things
happened. First, God the Father anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit. It was at that point that Jesus became the Christ,
the Anointed One. Second, and not surprisingly, immediately thereafter the voice of God above was heard on earth
below, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:13-17; cf. Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22).

But there was another occasion on which Jesus’ sonship was boldly stated. Messiah Jesus (Rom. 1:1) was thus
the Son of God (Rom. 1:3). He “was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh, who was declared the Son
of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness” (Rom. 1:3-4).

The main point to be learned from Hebrews 1:5 is that Jesus’ Sonship is attributable to His being the Messiah.
He is the Son of God because He is the Son of David. That is a truth that, I believe, most Christians do not
understand. Nevertheless, it is true. That this interpretation is a correct one is supported by the next quotation in the
latter part of Heb. 1:5, in which the writer of Hebrews directly quotes 2 Samuel 7:14, “I WILL BE A FATHER TO
HIM AND HE SHALL BE A SON TO ME.”

'8 Heb. 1:5 -1 WILL BE A FATHER TO HIM AND HE SHALL BE A SON TO ME: The writer next quotes
from 2 Samuel 7:14 and 1 Chronicles 17:13, which is part of the promise that Yahweh made to David, that his son
(Solomon) would build a house for Yahweh, and that Yahweh would be a Father to him and Solomon a son to
Yahweh. As the writer of Hebrews confirms, that promise to David of a Father-son relationship between God and
Solomon did not merely apply to Solomon, but to any descendant of David to sit upon David’s throne. And in
particular it applies to the ultimate Anointed One, Jesus of Nazareth, who is yet to sit upon David’s throne (Psalm
110:1-3, 5-7).

God promised to David, “Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be
established forever” (2 Sam. 7:16). This promise God later, through Ethan the Ezrahite, identified as a covenant: “I
have made a covenant with My chosen; I have sworn to David My servant, I will establish your seed forever And
build up your throne to all generations.” Selah (Ps. 89:3-4). The angel Gabriel, even later, confirmed to Mary, as
recorded in Luke 1:31-33, that her son, Jesus, was to be the ultimate fulfillment of the promise to and covenant with
David:

31" And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. ** "He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father
David; ** and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end."

It can be concluded that God’s Father-Son relationship with Jesus of Nazareth stems, I believe, from Jesus’
being a descendant of David, and the One who is the ultimate Messiah, destined to sit upon David’s throne forever.
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D1 The occasion: {6} And when He again brings the firstborn into the world, "

D2 The command: Angels commanded to worshiop: He says, "AND LET ALL
THE ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM." *

C4 His Appointment as Messiah 1:7-9
D1 The subservience of the angels 1:7

E 1 Made winds: {7} And of the angels He says, "WHO MAKES HIS
ANGELS WINDS, *!

' Heb. 1:6 - And when He again brings the firstborn into the world: The NASB translation here is preferable to
the KJV, NIV, or ESV. By “again” the writer was speaking of Christ’s Second Coming. When that happens, the
angels will worship Him.

By “firstborn” (prototokon, 4416), the writer is emphasizing not “first in order,” but “first in importance,” as
when Joseph received the privileges of the firstborn of Jacob even though he was not the first in order. Consistent
with his assigning Jesus the title of Son of God by virtue of His being (ultimate) Son of David, the writer is
emphasizing Jesus’ importance as the ultimate Messiah, Son of David — He has been invested with all the rights and
privileges of the “firstborn male”. All the uses in the NT of prototokon include Luke 2:7 (Mary “gave birth to her
firstborn son”); Rom. 8:9 (those whom God “foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of
His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren”); Col. 1:15 (God’s beloved Son [Col. 1:13] “is
the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation”); Col. 1:18 (“He is also head of the body, the church;
and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead ....””); Heb. 1:6 (“And when he again brings the firstborn into
the world ....”); Heb. 11:28 (“By faith he [i.e. Moses] kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that he who
destroyed the firstborn would not touch them”); Heb. 12:23 “** But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, Z to the general assembly and church of the
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect”);
and Rev. 1:5 (“... Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the
earth....”).

The word “world” is oikoumené (3625), meaning “the inhabited earth.” It refers to the time in the future when
God will, the second time, bring Jesus into the inhabited earth. The writer will use this word again in Heb. 2:5, “For
He did not subject to angels the world (lit., “inhabited earth”) to come, concerning which we are speaking.” It is used
15 times in the NT. We derive our English word “ecumenical” from this Greek word, but it is usually used in an
“inter-faith” connection, rather than in strictly an “inhabited earth” frame of reference.

" Heb. 1:6 - AND LET ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM: The writer quotes from the LXX
version of Psalm 97:7. The MT (Masoretic Text — Hebrew) reads elohim, the plural name for God. NASB translates
Ps. 97:7b, “Worship Him, all you gods.” That is a valid translation, for God cannot be expected to worship Himself!
The LXX translated elohim as “angels.” It is not my purpose to defend the LXX translation. But I defend the NT
writers’ right to quote from the LXX. There are those who advocate the King James Version as the only valid
translation in the world. Some of them insist that the KJV never quotes from the LXX, which they consider as
heretical. Obviously that position is indefensible. Not only does the writer of Hebrews quote from the LXX, but he
also changes the meaning of “HIM” from Yahweh to the Son, Jesus, for that is His whole purpose in quoting the
psalm fragment — to demonstrate that the Son is superior to angels. I am unable to explain the writer’s logic, but I
defend his right to arrive at his selection of translation and his interpretation of the text.

Alternatively, some scholars believe the writer was quoting from the LXX version of Deuteronomy 32:43, which
reads, in part, “Rejoice, ye heavens, with him; and let all the angels of God worship him; rejoice, ye Gentiles, with
his people ....” The MT bears no resemblance to the LXX in the first part of the verse. The MT begins simply,
“Rejoice, O nations, with His people;” omitting any reference to heavens rejoicing or angels worshiping. Once again,
I am not in a position to defend the LXX translation of the MT. But I do defend the right of the NT writers to employ
the LXX in their quotation of the word of God.

2! Heb. 1:7 - WHO MAKES HIS ANGELS WINDS: The writer quotes from Psalm 104:4. This psalm extols the virtues
of God in His created order, the world, along with His superintendence in the Flood. The Greek word translated
“WINDS” is pneuma (4151), which, in the plural, can be translated either “winds” or “spirits.” Here “WINDS” is
preferable because the whole Psalm deals with the created order, not the spiritual order.
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E2 As minizszters, flames of fire: AND HIS MINISTERS A FLAME OF
FIRE."

D 2 The royal, ethical reign of the Messianic Son: {8} But of the Son He says,
1:8-9b (Psalm 45:6, 7)

E 1 His eternal throne: "YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND
EVER, * 1:8a

E 2 His scepter of righteousness: AND THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS
THE SCEPTER OF HIS KINGDOM. ** 1:8b

E 3 His love of righteousness: {9} "YOU HAVE LOVED
RIGHTEOUSNESS 1:9a

E 4 His hatred of evil: AND HATED LAWLESSNESS; * 1:9b

D 3 His anointment (as the Messiah): THEREFORE GOD, YOUR GOD, HAS
ANOINTED YOU * 1:9¢

E 1 With the oil of gladness: WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS

2 Heb. 1:7 - AND HIS MINISTERS A FLAME OF FIRE: Once again, the writer quotes from Psalm 104:4. The word
“MINISTERS” is leitourgos (3011), and refers here to angels. Its meaning is “a public minister, or servant of the
state.” It is used in this sense in a secular setting in Rom. 13:6. Paul refers to himself as a public servant of Jesus to
the Gentiles (Rom. 15:16). Paul called Epaphroditus a “public servant” to his own needs (Php. 2:25). In Heb. 8:2,
the writer of Hebrews will speak of Jesus as being “a minister (public servant) in the sanctuary and in the true
tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, not man.” The point of the writer here in 1:7 is that God makes His public
servants (angels) to be merely tangible manifestations in the physical world. The Messianic Son, however, reigns as
God eternally over His kingdom! Obviously, the Messianic Son is vastly superior to angels!

2 Heb. 1:8 - YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND EVER: In Hebrews 1:8-9 the writer quotes from Psalm 45:6-
7. This particular phrase is from Ps. 45:6. He quotes it in a proper context. The entire psalm is one of “Praise to the
King at His Wedding.” In this psalm, the sons of Korah address the Davidic king (Ps. 45:1). In verses 6-8 the topic is
“The Rule of the King.” The writers address the king as “O God.” That is because the Davidic King is seen as the
Theocratic King, ruling on God’s behalf. The ultimate fulfillment, of course is the Ultimate Davidic King, Jesus.

** Heb. 1:8 - AND THE RIGHTEOUS SCEPTER IS THE SCEPTER OF HIS KINGDOM: Here, the writer of
Hebrews quotes the latter half of Ps. 45:6.

3 Heb. 1:9 - YOU HAVE LOVED RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HATED LAWLESSNESS: The writer quotes from Ps. 45:7a.

% Heb. 1:9 - THEREFORE GOD, YOUR GOD, HAS ANOINTED YOU WITH THE OIL OF GLADNESS ABOVE YOUR
COMPANIONS: Strictly speaking, the writers of Psalm 45 see the Davidic King as anointed with olive oil (to be king)
above any of his companions. In other words, he is elevated above his subjects, who vicariously partake of his
kingdom. This is a reference to his human anointing, but, by implication, a reference also to his Divine anointing
with the Holy Spirit. In the case of the ultimate Davidic King, Jesus, He has never yet been anointed with olive oil.
That, I believe, is still coming. But He has been anointed by God with His Holy Spirit far above and beyond any of
His associates, or any other Davidic King. This is evident, for example, in Isaiah 11:1-5; 61:1. Jesus, having been
anointed by God with His Holy Spirit at His baptism (Matt. 3:16-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22; John 1:32-34), was
able to perform amazing miracles of healing, deliver accurate, predictive teaching, and was able to discern what
people were thinking. As Messiah, He served primarily as prophet during His earthly life and ministry. The writer of
Hebrews will argue that Jesus is presently seated at the right hand of God, having completed His once-for-all
sacrifice as priest. He will return as King to rule the world at some time in the future. The writer of Hebrews has
already alluded to Messiah’s Second Coming in Heb. 1:6.
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E2 Above His fellows: ABOVE YOUR COMPANIONS." ¥
C5 His Power over Creation 1:10-12
D 1 His creation of the universe in the beginning 1:10

E1 {10} And, "YOU, LORD, IN THE BEGINNING LAID THE
FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH, **

E2 AND THE HEAVENS ARE THE WORKS OF YOUR HANDS; *
D 2 His superiority over creation 1:11-12

E 1 The perishability of the creation: {11} THEY WILL PERISH, 1:11a

E 2 The endurance of Christ: BUT YOU REMAIN; * 1:11b

E 3 The aging of creation: AND THEY ALL WILL BECOME OLD LIKE
A GARMENT, *' 1:11¢

2" Heb. 1:9 - ABOVE YOUR COMPANIONS: The word “companions” is the word metochos (3353). To the writer of
Hebrews it refers to those who are citizens of the Messiah’s kingdom. There can be no doubt of the genuineness of
these subjects. In Heb. 3:1 the writer addresses his readers as “holy brethren, partakers (mefochos) of a heavenly
calling”. In 3:14 they are “partakers (metochos) of Christ.” In 6:4, he discusses those who “have been made partakers
(metochos) of the Holy Spirit”. In 12:8 he asserts that all Christians “have become partakers” (metochos) of
discipline. It is most likely that, in each of these instances, the writer of Hebrews envisions genuine believers who
participate in the kingdom of the Messiah. His point in Heb. 1:9 is that the Messiah has been anointed with the oil of
joy, but by implication, the Holy Spirit Himself, more that all those who are partakers (metochos) with Him in His
kingdom.

2 Heb. 1:10 - You, LORD, IN THE BEGINNING LAID THE FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH: The writer here, in Heb.
1:10-12, quotes from Psalm 102:25-27. His first point in this extended quotation is to prove from Scripture that
Messiah is Creator. The word LORD referred, in Ps. 102:25 to Yahweh. Here it is Kurie (2962) “Lord,” referring to
Messiah. Before He became Messiah (which occurred at His baptism), this person of the Trinity laid the foundation
of the earth, and “the heavens are the works of Your hands.” Thus the Messiah is superior to angels. He is eternal,
existing from the very beginning, and He is Creator of all that exists. The writer has already stated that God made the
world (literally, “ages”) through His Messianic Son (Heb. 1:2). See also Heb. 11:3 and 1 Cor. 2:7. See also Col.
1:15-17.

22 Heb. 1:10 - AND THE HEAVENS ARE THE WORKS OF YOUR HANDS: In the latter portion of Heb. 1:10, the writer
continues to quote from the latter half of Psalm 102:25. This is consistent with the view of Scripture elsewhere.
Perhaps the most famous passage is Psalm 19, which declares, “The heavens are telling of the glory of God, and their
expanse is declaring the work of His hands.” See also Gen. 1:6-7, 14-19.

3% Heb. 1:11 - THEY WILL PERISH, BUT YOU REMAIN: The second point the writer of Hebrews wishes to make is
that all of creation is impermanent, unstable, and temporal, in contrast with the Messiah, who is permanent,
unchanging, and eternal. Heb. 1:11 quotes Ps. 102:26. See also Isa. 51:6. The specific elements of the creation that
will perish, according to Ps. 102:26, are the heavens and the framework in which they exist. The Apostle Peter
describes the destruction that is the destiny of the heavens in graphic, explosive terms in 2 Pet. 3:7, 10-12.

31 Heb. 1:11 - AND THEY WILL ALL BECOME OLD LIKE A GARMENT: The writer continues to quote, in this line and
the next, the last two lines of Ps. 102:26. It is the heavens that will one day wear out like a garment, and the Messiah
will change them into new heavens just as one throws off an old garment and puts on a new. The dissolution of the
old heavens is predicted in Isa. 34:4; 51:6; Matt. 24:35; 2 Pet. 3:10; and Rev. 20:10. The writer continues to contrast
the changeableness of the created order in contrast with the unchangeableness of the Messiah.
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E 4 Christ's folding up creation as a garment: {12} AND LIKE A
MANTLE YOU WILL ROLL THEM UP; 1:12a

E 5 The change of creation: LIKE A GARMENT THEY WILL ALSO BE
CHANGED. *# 1:12b

E 6 The sameness of Christ: BUT YOU ARE THE SAME, ** 1:12¢

E 7 The eternity of Christ: AND YOUR YEARS WILL NOT COME TO
AN END."** 1:12d

C 6 His More Important Role: {13} But to which of the angels has He ever said, *°
(1:13a) 1:13-14

D1 The honor of completed work accorded the Messiah 1:13b
E 1 Seated at God's right hand: "SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, *°

32 Heb. 1:12 - LIKE A GARMENT THEY ALSO WILL BE CHANGED: The writer of Hebrews continues to quote Ps.
102:26. The “new garment” motif is consistent with the predictions of new heavens and new earth in Isa. 65:17 and
16:22. It is also consistent with the statements of the Apostle Peter, who wrote about the dissolution of this present
universe and the creation of a new: “But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth,
in which righteousness dwells” (2 Pet. 3:13). The Apostle John also predicted new heavens and a new earth (Rev.
21:1).

There are those who wish to argue for a continuity between the existing earth, for example, and New Earth.
There may be some things that are the same, but other things will undoubtedly be different. I suspect, for example,
that the city of New Jerusalem will be the capital city of the eternal State of Israel to be found on New Earth. That
will not change. But there will be no sea (Rev. 21:1). Furthermore, the physical features of present earth are
everywhere marred by God’s global judgment of Noah’s Flood. Why would pristine New Earth continue to bear the
signs of a global catastrophe, replete with layers of sedimentary strata, fault lines, glacial scourings and tailings, and
volcanic eruptions? That makes no sense to me. Will we be able to identify the site of Washington, D.C., for
example? Will the present configuration of the continents be the same as today? I really doubt it, for the topography
that we see today has been forever altered by the catastrophic upheaval of Noah’s Flood.

The writer continues to contrast the changeableness of the created order in contrast with the unchangeableness
of the Messiah.

33 Heb. 1:12 - BUT YOU ARE THE SAME: The writer now quotes the first line of Ps. 102:27. In contrast with the
changeableness of the created order, the Messiah remains the same, unchangeable. He will drive home this point in
Heb. 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”

* Heb. 1:12 - AND YOUR YEARS WILL NOT COME TO AN END: The writer quotes the second line of Ps. 102:27. In
contrast with the temporal nature of the created order, the Messiah is eternal. The unspoken implication is that angels
are part of the created order, and thus are temporal. Because the Messiah is eternal, He is superior to the angels.

3% Heb. 1:13 - But to which of the angels has He ever said: That the writer all along, has had in mind the
superiority of the Messiah in contrast with the angels, even in Heb. 1:10-12, is evident. In 1:13 he returns explicitly
to the subject of angels. God never promised sovereign rule upon the earth to the angels as He has to the Messiah.
The writer will proceed to quote from Ps. 110:1.

3% Heb. 1:13 - SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND: The writer quotes from Ps. 110:1, breaking in on the second line. In the
first line, Yahweh is speaking to David’s Lord (4ddonay 136), or Messiah. Here is what God instructs the Messiah:
“Sit at My right hand.” Certainly there is shared authority with God, but that is not the point that either David was
making in Psalm 110, or that the writer to the Hebrews was making in Heb. 1:13. The point that both were making
was that the Messiah would have to wait for an extended period of time before assuming His role as King. The larger
point that the writer of Hebrews was making was that, while God spoke in this fashion to the Messiah, He has never
spoken in this fashion to any angels. The Messiah is in a class by Himself, and is superior to the angels.
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E 2 Awaiting the subjection of His foes: UNTIL I MAKE YOUR
ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET"? ¥’

D2 The assignment of angels to active subservience 1:14
E 1 Ministering spirits: {14} Are they not all ministering spirits, **

E 2 Servants of the heirs of salvation: sent out to render service for the

Both Progressive Dispensationalists and Amillennialists err in asserting that the Messiah is presently sitting on
David’s throne. That is manifestly untrue. If Psalm 110 says anything, it says that there will be a delay for the
Messiah’s rule to begin. David’s throne was upon earth, and Messiah’s throne must be upon earth. Whatever the
Messiah is doing in heaven right now, he is not reigning upon David’s throne.

There is a close parallel between the experience of the Messiah and the experience of David. David was
anointed to be king of Israel (that is, he became Israel’s messiah) when he was sixteen or seventeen. There was a
delay in his actually becoming king. He did not become king of Judah until approximately age 30. And he did not
become king of all Israel and Judah until age 37. By the time he actually became king of the entire nation, he had
been waiting more than half his life! By the same token, the ultimate Messiah has been waiting a long time to assume
His rule as King here upon earth. He has been waiting almost 2,000 years!

37 Heb. 1:13 - UNTIL | MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET: The writer of Hebrews continues to
quote from Ps. 110:1. The Messiah’s sitting at the right hand of God includes an extended length of time. But there is
a termination to this waiting. He is to wait until His enemies have been made a footstool for His feet. The writer to
the Hebrews does not go on in Psalm 110 because he did not need to. His point was that the Messiah had been
promised rule after waiting. But that promise has never been issued to the angels.

But as long as we are on the subject of the Messiah’s waiting for His rule, there is nothing preventing us from
looking farther on in Psalm 110. It is transparent that David, the human author guided by the Spirit of God in the
prophecy of Psalm 110, had in mind the rule of the Messiah here upon earth in the land of Israel. What does it mean
that the Messiah’s enemies will be made a footstool for His feet? It cannot mean that He is reigning as the Son of
David now, during the present Church Age. The Messiah’s enemies have the upper hand in every country upon earth,
including in the land the Messiah is to rule over. Right now Muslims have de facto control over the Temple Mount,
and they are supported by the United Nations! Jewish rabbis cannot even utter their prayers upon the Temple Mount!
Only Muslims can do so! The Jewish people are relegated to praying at the retaining wall of the Temple Mount! And
even the Jewish people, as a whole, remain steadfast enemies of their Messiah. They are beloved enemies, but they
are still enemies (Rom. 11:28).

Observe the text of Ps. 110:2. Here is what it will look like when Messiah’s enemies have been made a footstool
for His feet: “The LORD will stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zion, saying, ‘Rule in the midst of Your
enemies.”” We conclude with absolute confidence, then, that Messiah up in heaven in the Church Age cannot
presently be exercising His role as Davidic King. He can only be doing that when He is seated upon His throne in
Zion, Jerusalem, reigning as King over Israel, and King over the world. That means vanquishing any foreigners, such
as Palestinian or Arab Muslims who do not wish Him to be King. And it means vanquishing any Israclis who do not
want Him to be King! That this is the correct interpretation of Psalm 110 is evident from the remainder of the psalm.
With the exception of Ps. 110:4, every verse in this Psalm has to do with the Messiah’s conquest of His enemies here
upon earth. This passage cannot be spiritualized to mean a spiritual conquest up in heaven.

Psalm 110:4 gives us a clue as to what the Messiah is doing up in heaven while He is waiting to rule here upon
earth. He is functioning, by virtue of the authority of Yahweh’s oath, as eternal Priest after the order of Melchizedek.
Most Christians today are almost oblivious of the significance of Jesus’ present priestly ministry after the order of
Melchizedek. But the writer of Hebrews was not. He will have much more to say about this ministry of Jesus (Heb.
5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:1, 10, 11, 15, 17).

% Heb. 1:14 - Are they not all ministering spirits: The writer does not belittle angels. They are not the Messianic
Son. They are not called to rule. They are ministering (leitourgikos, 3010 —used only here in the NT) spirits
(pneuma, 4151). leitourgikos means “relating to the performance of service, employed in ministering” (The New
Testament Greek Lexicon). preuma (breath or wind; or here spirit) refers to the fact that angels, literally,
messengers, are spirits that do not possess a flesh and blood body as do humans. They, like God, are beings whose
primary essence is spirit, not a body. Angels are serving spirits.
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sake of those who will inherit salvation? *

C7 The Parenthetical First Warning: The danger of neglecting salvation through the
Messianic Son 2:1-4

D1 The admonition — obedience to things heard: {1} For this reason we must
pay much closer attention to what we have heard, *° 2:1a

D2 The danger — letting them slip: so that we do not drift away from it. *' 2:1b
D 3 The seriousness of neglecting salvation 2:2-4
E 1 The example of the angels 2:2

G 1 Their steadfast word: {2} For if the word spoken through angels
proved unalterable, **

3% Heb. 1:14 - sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation: Angels — messengers —
are spirit beings a primary task of whom is to serve those humans who will inherit salvation. “Will inherit” is the
future tense of the verb kléronomeo (2816). This verb is used four times in Hebrews. The writer has already used it
in 1:4, where he stated that God’s Messianic Son has inherited a more excellent name than the angels. He uses it
here in 1:14. He will use it in 6:12, where he desires that each one of his readers “will not be sluggish, but imitators
of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.” He will use it again in 12:17, where he will describe
Esau, who, when he desired to inherit the blessing ... was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he
sought for it with tears.”

In 1:14, however, angels are ministering spirits sent out to render service for the sake of those who, without a
doubt will, at some time in the future, inherit salvation. What is the salvation to which the writer refers? Zane
Hodges, Hebrews (The Bible Knowledge Commentary, Hebrews, p. ), seeks to portray salvation (sotéria, 4991) as
victory over physical enemies. This is a legitimate meaning in certain contexts (see for example, Zacharias’ meaning
in Luke Luke 1:69, 71). But it does not exhaust the meaning, as Zacharias himself stated (Luke 1:77). Forgiveness of
sins is another element of salvation, one which his own child, John the Baptist, would stress (Luke 1:76). Ultimate
salvation, which includes peace, would be brought by “the Sunrise from on high” (Luke 1:78-79), i.e., the heaven-
sent Messiah, a.k.a. Jesus of Nazareth.

Salvation can mean physical deliverance from a dangerous situation (Acts 7:25; 27:34; Php. 1:19; Heb. 11:7).
Salvation can mean present salvation from sin, akin to forgiveness: Rom. 1:16; 10:10; 11:11; Eph. 1:13; Jude 1:3).
Salvation can mean future salvation: Rom. 13:11; 1 Thess. 5:8,9; 2 Tim. 2:10; Heb. 1:14; 5:9; 9:28; 1 Pet. 1:5,9,
10). In the following instances, salvation probably refers to complete (i.e. future) salvation, although the context may
be indeterminate: Heb. 2:3, 10; 6:9; 1 Pet. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:15. In the book of Revelation, salvation seems to be complete
salvation, coming from God in incremental stages: Rev. 7:10; 12:10; 19:1. As can be seen, most references to
salvation in the book of Hebrews contemplate future salvation with all its implications. That would include the
redemption of the soul, but it also includes the redemption of the believer’s body and the believers’ environment. In
every case, salvation comes from the Jewish people, as Jesus said in John 4:22.

0 Heb. 2:1 - For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard: The writer now, in 2:1-4,
pauses for the first of five solemn warnings in his epistle. The other warnings occur in chapters 3-4; in 5:11-6:20; in
10:19-39; and in chapter 12. It is worth noting that the writer includes himself among those who must pay closer
attention — “we must”. What was it to which he and his readers must pay closer attention? Why, the superiority of
Christ. His readers, under duress from persecution for their previous stand in favor of Jesus as their Messiah, were in
danger of reneging on their prior commitment.

*I Heb. 2:1 - so that we do not drift away from it: Drift away from what? The truth about the superiority of Jesus
of Nazareth, the Messiah.

*2 Heb. 2:2 - For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable: The writer refers to the Law of Moses
given on Mt. Sinai. There is no record in the Pentateuch that angels were involved in the dissemination of the Torah.
However, God had evidently revealed to Paul that angels were involved (Gal.3:19). The writer to the Hebrews is also
aware of this truth.
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G 2 The penalty to offenders: and every transgression and
disobedience received a just penalty, **

E 2 The certain punishment of those who neglect salvation: {3} how will
we escape if we neglect * so great a salvation? * 2:3a

E 3 The greatness of the neglected salvation 2:3b

Gl Christ4t6he initiator: After it was at the first spoken through the
Lord,

G 2 Confirmation by His hearers: it was confirmed to us by those
who heard, ¥

G 3 God's confirmation of Christ's hearers: {4} God also testifying
with them, 2:4

* Heb. 2:2 - and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty: Under the Mosaic Covenant
infractions were punished. One calls to mind, for example, the stoning of pilfering Achan and his family in Joshua 7.

* Heb. 2:3 - how will we escape if we neglect: The presumption is that both the writer and the readers already
possess this great salvation. The danger here is to assume that neglecting this great salvation means to lose it entirely.
We know from other Scriptures that genuine believers in Jesus the Messiah will not lose their salvation. Passages
such as the references to “eternal life” (e.g. John 3:15-16, 36); the inviolable bond between Jesus and His sheep
(John 10:27-30); the unbreakable links between those whom God foreknew and those whom He glorified according
to His purpose (Rom. 8:28-30); and the impossibility of anything separating believers from the love of God in Christ
(Rom. 8:31-39) — all proclaim this immutable truth. Not every person who violated the Mosaic Covenant in the OT
lost his salvation. King David springs to mind, for example (2 Sam. 11:1-12:15). David sinned grievously against the
LORD, but he did not die. The LORD took away his sin (2 Sam. 12:13). Nevertheless, other sobering consequences
afflicted David, among them, the loss of his infant son (2 Sam. 12:14). So also with believers in the Church Age. It is
a mistake to conclude from the warning passages in Hebrews that believers can lose their salvation. But some
grievous consequences can ensue if we neglect our salvation. More about that later.

* Heb. 2:3 - so great a salvation: “Salvation” (sotéria, 4991) should here be interpreted in its broadest possible
context. It includes not only forgiveness of sin and justification in this life, but reigning with Christ in His Millennial
Kingdom and in the Eternal State. How we as believers live our Christian lives in this present age will have sobering
consequences affecting our usefulness in all phases of eternity.

* Heb. 2:3 - at the first spoken to us through the Lord: The writer refers to the “so great a salvation” described in
a number of different ways and metaphors by Jesus during His earthly ministry. For example, He told Nicodemus he
must be born again of the Spirit or he could not even see or enter the kingdom of God (John 3:3-8). He offered the
woman of Samaria living water springing up into eternal life (John 4:10-14). After His feeding of the 5,000, Jesus
stated, “T am the bread of life; he who comes to me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst”
(John 6:35). To his audience, Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may
have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). To Martha, Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who
believes in Me will live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die” (John 11:25-26).
To the crowds on the mountain, Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”
(Matt. 5:3). He said, “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth” (Matt. 5:5).To the paralytic on the cot,
Jesus said, “Son, your sins are forgiven” (Mark 2:5).

*" Heb. 2:3 - by those who heard: i.e. the Apostles, primarily. They were eyewitnesses of Christ who heard His
messages first-hand.
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H 1 With signs: both by signs **
H2 With wonders: and wonders *
H 3 With miracles: and by various miracles >

H4 With %ifts of the Holy Spirit: and by gifts of the Holy
Spirit >! according to His own will. >

C 8 His Role as Master of the World 2:5-8

D1 The priority not given to angels: {5} For He did not subject to angels the
world to come, >* concerning which we are speaking. 2:5

* Heb. 2:4 - signs: The plural of semeion (4592), meaning “miraculous signs.” Semeion indicates that the
miracles the apostles performed were designed to signify something — to prove a point — that they were prophets from
God, and that their messages were from God, and that they were authorized by the Messiah to speak on His behalf (2
Cor. 12:12). Jesus’ ministry had been authenticated by signs (John 20:30-31). The purposes of Jesus’ miraculous
signs was to engender faith in His person as the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in Him, people might
have life in His name. Similarly, Jesus gave authority to His apostles to perform miraculous signs so that their
hearers might believe in Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of God, (Acts 19:11-20) and experience forgiveness of their
sins (Acts 13:38-39). The NT refers several times to the special ability to perform signs that were granted to the
apostles to confirm their ministry (Acts 2:43; 5:12; Rom. 15:19; 2 Cor. 12:12).

* Heb. 2:4 - wonders: The Greek word feras (5059) refers to miracles that create awe and wonderment. The
words “signs” (semeion, 4592) and “wonders” (feras, 5059) often appear together: Matt. 24:24; Mark 13:22; John
4:48; Acts 2:19, 43; 4:30; 5:12; 6:8; 7:36; 14:3; 15:12; Rom. 15:19. In Acts 6:8 the “wonders” are performed by
Stephen; in Acts 8:6, 13 — by Philip. In 2 Thess. 2:9, the “man of lawlessness,” elsewhere known as the Antichrist,
will be able to perform “power,” “signs” and “wonders” — of a lie!

5% Heb. 2:4 - miracles: The Greek word dunamis, 1411, is used here. It refers, generally, to power, or powers. In
the present context it refers to supernatural manifestations of power performed by humans. In several instances in the
NT, signs (semeion, 4592), wonders (feras, 5059), and miracles (dunamis, 1411) all appear together: Acts 2:22; 2
Cor. 12:12; 2 Th. 2:9; Heb. 2:4. The writer’s point is that God confirmed the authenticity of the apostles’ reports
about Jesus by their ability to perform signs, wonders, and miracles.

! Heb. 2:4 - gifts of the Holy Spirit: The word “gifts” is the word merismos (3311), used only here and in Heb.
4:12 in the NT. It means a “distribution” or “dividing.” The Holy Spirit bestowed other miraculous abilities upon the
apostles. Some of these included the ability to speak in languages they had never before learned (Acts 2:1-11); the
ability to prophesy (i.e. function as prophets receiving messages directly from God) (Eph. 2:20); and the ability to
discern truth and error (Acts 5:1-11; 8:14-24).

52 Heb. 2:4 - according to His own will: The Holy Spirit distributes spiritual gifts (the capacity and authority to
serve God in a special way, whether miraculous or otherwise) according to the will of God, not according to the will
of individual Christians. See, for example, 1 Cor. 12:4-11, especially v. 11.

33 Heb. 2:5 - For He did not subject to angels the world to come: The writer continues to highlight the superiority
of the Messianic Son over the angels. God has subjected the coming world (oikoumené, 3625 — the inhabited earth)
to the Messiah (Ps. 110:1-7). He has not done so for the angels. The writer quotes extensively from Psalm 8:4-6.
This portion of the psalm teaches us that God made Man, as a class of beings, sovereign rulers over the earth and its
animals (Gen. 1:26-28). The writer of Hebrews takes the phrase “the son of man” to refer to the Messiah. Since the
Messiah is a man belonging to the class of Men, and, additionally, since He is “the Son of Man,” He has the supreme
right to rule the earth. That prerogative was not given to angels. Therefore the Messiah is superior to the angels. The
phrase, “the world to come,” applies both to the coming Millennial Earth (Zech. 14:9; Rev. 20:4-6) and to New
Earth (Isa. 65:17; 66:22; 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:1), to be created after the dissolution of the present Earth (2 Pet. 3:7-
12; Rev. 20:11; 21:1).
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D 2 The statement from Scripture: {6} But one has testified somewhere, saying,
(2:6a) 2:6-8

E 1 The inconsequentiality of man 2:6b

G 1 Unworthy of God's mindfulness: "WHAT IS MAN, THAT
YOU REMEMBER HIM? **

G 2 Unworthy of God's visitation: OR THE SON OF MAN, ¥
THAT YOU ARE CONCERNED ABOUT HIM?

E 2 The position of the Messianic Son 2:7a
G 1 Temporarily made lower than angels: {7} "YOU HAVE MADE
HIM FOR A LITTLE WHILE LOWER THAN THE
ANGELS;®

G 2 Presently crowned with glory and honor: YOU HAVE
CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY AND HONOR,

E 3 The mastery of the Messianic Son 2:7b-8
G 1 The Messianic Son set over the creation: AND HAVE
APPOINTED HIM OVER THE WORKS OF YOUR HANDS;
2:7b

G 2 All things subject to Him: {8} YOU HAVE PUT ALL THINGS

3 Heb. 2:6 - WHAT IS MAN, THAT YOU REMEMBER HIM: The writer proceeds to quote Psalm 8:4-6.

3% Heb. 2:6 - OR THE SON OF MAN: Quoting from Psalm 8:4 (8:5 in Heb.), the writer takes the phrase “Son of
Man” to refer to the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth. Indeed, Jesus frequently referred to himself as “Son of Man” (e.g.,
Matt. 8:20; 24:30; Mark 2:10, 28; Luke 5:24; 6:5; John 1:51; 3:13-14). Even if it be argued that Psalm 8:4-6 and
Heb. 2:6-8 view man as a class of beings of whom Jesus is one, the writer of Hebrews made a Messianic application.
We know this because, presently, man as a class does rule over the earth and the animals, albeit in an impaired sort
of way. Yet the writer of Hebrews will make the argument that Jesus does not presently have all things in subjection
under Himself, even though He belongs to the class of men (Heb. 2:8). Therefore we conclude that the writer of
Hebrews made a Messianic application of this passage to Jesus. All things will be subjected under Jesus’ feet when
He, as Messiah, comes back to this earth to rule.

% Heb. 2:7 - YOU HAVE MADE HIM FOR A LITTLE WHILE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS: The writer quotes from
the LXX version of Psalm 8:5 (Hebrew = Ps. 8:6), which reads aggelous (32, literally, messengers, usually
transliterated “angels”). In Psa. 8:6 the MT reads elohim (430), usually translated, “God”, and rarely, “gods.” But the
LXX rendered it “angels.” The KJV and NIV followed the LXX. So did the ESV, translating elohim as “the
heavenly beings.” The NASB is the superior translation, correctly translating elohim in Ps. 8:5 as “God.” God
created man lower in rank than Himself — creating man in His own likeness and image (Gen. 1:26-28). The writer of
the book of Hebrews nonetheless follows the inferior translation aggelous (angels) of the LXX. We have to assume
that is the reading God wanted here.

In defense of the LXX translation, note that even the NASB in Ps. 82:1 translates elohim as “rulers” and in 82:6
as “gods.” And in Ps. 29:1, NASB translates e/ as “mighty” and not “Mighty.” The point of the writer of Hebrews is
that God made man lower than the angels. The Messiah, in His incarnation, adopted, for a time, that stance also. But
also, in the view of the writer, the Messiah’s rank lower than the angels has now changed because of His
resurrection, ascension to heaven, and His having been seated at the right hand of God. See the discussion below in a
subsequent footnote.
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IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET." ¥ (2:8a) 2:8

H 1 The absence of exceptions: For in subjecting all things to
him, He left nothing that is not subject to him.

H2 The delay — not yet are all things subject to Him: But now
we do not yet see all things subjected to him.

C9 His Role as Savior of Humanity 2:9-18
D1 His former humiliation 2:9a
E 1 His temporary rank — made lower than the angels: {9} But we do see
Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely,
Jesus, >’
E 2 His tragic ignominy: because of the suffering of death ©

D 2 His present crowned state 2:9b

E 1 Glorious: crowned with glory

>" Heb. 2:8 - YOU HAVE PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET: The quotation from Ps. 8:6 means that
God has placed all of creation under the authority of man. Jesus, being one of the class of mankind, has had all things
on the earth, without exception (Heb. 2:8b) placed under His jurisdiction.

>¥ Heb. 2:8 - But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him: Whatever authority man has over nature has
been sadly diluted and tarnished because of his enslavement and injury from sin. So his present ineffective authority
is only a shadow of glorious, future authority. For different reasons, that diminished authority applies also to Jesus,
the Son of Man, the Ultimate Man.

39 Heb. 2:9 - Jesus: The writer of Hebrews arrives at his punch line with respect to Jesus as being the Ultimate
Representative of the class of men. Jesus, because of His incarnation, “was made for a little while lower than the
angels,” presently “crowned with glory and honor.” This refers to His present status, not upon Earth, His destiny, but
up in heaven, at the right hand of God. This present glory is directly attributable to His having endured “the suffering
of death.”

This is the first time the writer uses the name Jesus, Iésous (2424), the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew Joshua,
Yehoshua (3091), “Yahweh is Salvation.” The writer uses the name Jesus fourteen times, but only thirteen of them
refer to Jesus the Christ: Heb. 2:9; 3:1; 4:8, 14; 6:20; 7:22; 10:10, 19; 12:2, 24; 13:8, 12, 20, 21. In some instances,
as here in Heb. 2:9, the writer attaches no other titles to the name Jesus. In Heb. 3:1, he attaches the titles of
“Apostle” and “High Priest.” In Heb. 4:8, the author actually has in mind the Joshua of the OT, who as commander
of the Israeli army, led Israel in conquering the Promised Land. In Heb. 4:14 the author calls Jesus a “great High
Priest” and “Son of God.” Jesus is identified as a high priest in Heb. 6:20. In Heb. 10:10, he associates the title
“Christ” with the name “Jesus”; so also in Heb. 13:12, 21. In Heb. 13:20, Jesus is described as “our Lord.”
Frequently, the writer attaches words which, while not really titles, are phrases descriptive of Jesus: In Heb. 2:9 He
“was made for a little while lower than the angels,” now “crowned with glory and honor.” In Heb. 7:22 Jesus “has
become the guarantee of a better covenant.” In Heb. 12:2, Jesus is “the author and perfecter of faith.” In Heb. 12:24
He is “the mediator of a new covenant.” In Heb. 13:20 He is “the great Shepherd of the sheep.”

59 Heb. 2:9 - because of the suffering of death: One of the themes of Scripture is that God detests pride and
highly values humility. Jesus, the Ultimate Man, previously existing “in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself” and “humbled Himself by becoming obedient to death, even death
on a cross. For this reason also, God highly exalted Him” (Php. 2:6-8).
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E 2 Honorable: and honor, ¢!
D 3 The gracious goal of God — experiencing death for all men
E 1 God’s grace: so that by the grace of God
E2 God’s objective for Jesus: He might taste death for everyone.
D4 The aim of the humiliation 2:10
E 1 God's motive — appropriateness: {10} For it was fitting for Him,
G 1 All exists for Him: for whom are all things, *

G2 All exists by Him: and through whom are all things, **

%1 Heb. 2:9 - crowned with glory and honor: Here is the inspired view of the writer of Hebrews: Though Jesus, in
His incarnation, was made for a little time lower than the angels, He is now, by virtue of His resurrection, His
ascension to heaven, and His having been seated at the right hand of God, crowned with glory and honor. God’s
motivation for having crowned Him with glory and honor was as a reward for His having been willing to suffer the
ignominy of death.

As great as Jesus’ honor and glory is in the sight of God, and in the sight of all those in heaven, whether men or
angels, His glory and honor here upon earth are sadly muted. He is presently blasphemed or ignored by most people
upon earth, deceived as they are by Satan and his demonic hordes. Jesus’ glory and honor here on earth await His
triumphant return in power and glory to reign as King over all the Earth, having conquered all His enemies (Ps. 2:6-
10; 110:1-2; Isa. 40:4-5; 52:7-10; 59:15-20; 60:1-22; Zech. 14:5-11; Matt. 19:28; 24:29-31; 25:31-46; 2 Thess. 1:6-
10; Rev. 19:11-21; 20:1-6; 21:1 - 22:5).

52 Heb. 2:9 - taste death for everyone: The writer’s statement of Christ’s death is consistent with the Penal
Substitution theory of atonement — that Christ suffered death to pay the penalty for men’s having broken God’s laws.
The writer’s statement is also consistent with Christ’s universal atonement — He died to pay for the sins of all men,
not merely those of the elect (Limited Atonement, held by most in the Presbyterian / Reformed faith). For a good
offsite defense of Penal Substitution, see http://www.tms.edu/tmsj/tmsj20i.pdf. The following Scriptures support
Unlimited Atonement: Matt. 1:21; John 1:29; 3:16-17; 4:42; 1 John 2:2; 4:14.

It should be noted that, though the writer spoke of Christ “tasting death.” The word is geuomai (1089). Christ
did not merely sample death. He partook of it fully, and died completely. By the same token when, in Heb. 6:4-5, the
writer speaks of those who have “tasted (geuomai) of the heavenly gift” and “tasted (geuomai) the good word of God
and the powers of the age to come,” he is saying that they fully experienced these things, not that they merely
sampled them. It is highly unlikely that the author would use the same word one way when speaking of Jesus’
actions, but a different way when speaking of the actions of the people in question in Hebrews 6:4-5.

53 Heb. 2:10 - for whom are all things: This clause modifies “Him” in 2:10, which probably refers to God the
Father. This is true (a) because He has “many sons” to bring “to glory” and (b) because He is the one who perfects
Jesus, “the author of their salvation through sufferings” (2:10). Because of the oneness of God the Father and God
the Messianic Son (see John 10:30) this statement by the writer of Hebrews does not contradict Paul’s statement in
Col. 1:16 that all things have been created for the benefit of the Messiah.

% Heb. 2:10 - through whom are all things: For the same reasons that the preceding phrase, “for whom are all
things”, refers to God the Father, so this phrase also refers to God the Father. This phrase is consistent with the
opening words of Scripture,“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). For the same
reason, the unity of the Godhead, it is not inconsistent for other authors to state that the Messiah was the Executive
Agent of creation. That is to say, the pre-incarnate Christ was the Agent through whom God created all things. This
is stated clearly in John 1:3, “All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being
that has come into being.” It is also stated in Col. 1:16, “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities — all things have been created
through Him and for Him.”
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E2 God's 26161m — glorification of many sons: in bringing many sons ® to
glory,

E 3 God's means — perfection of the Author of their salvation through
sufferings: to perfect the author ' of their salvation through
sufferings.®

D5 The result of the humiliation — a new family 2:11-18

E 1 The relationship of the Messianic Son and the sons 2:11-13

G 1 The common origin of sanctifier and sanctified: from the one
Father: {11} For both He who sanctifies ® and those who are
sanctified 7 are all from one Father; "' 2:11a

G 2 The brotherhood predicted in Scripture 2:11b-13

H 1 The observation of the writer: for which reason He is not

55 Heb. 2:10 - sons: The plural of the word huios (5207, “sons”) no more excludes women than does the phrase
“sons of Israel” used hundreds of times in the OT. Who are these sons? They include the redeemed who constitute
the Church (ekklésia, 1577, “assembly”), the redeemed of Israel, and redeemed Gentiles (ethnos, 1484, “nations”)
who are part of neither. God’s plan is to have a huge family with many sons! (See, for example, Rev. 7:9-10.)

% Heb. 2:10 - to glory: The present earth is under the curse imposed on it as a consequence of Adam’s sin (Gen.
3:17-19; Rom. 8:20, 22-23). Believers in Jesus await an unimaginable future glory ruling over a future glorious earth
(Rom. 8:18-19, 21; Rev. 21:1 - 22:5). “Glory” (doxa, 1391) is used seven times in Hebrews: 1:3; 2:7, 9, 10; 3:3; 9:5;
13:21. Doxa refers to a display of light (radiance, brilliance, splendor) as an external manifestation of essential
power and majesty deserving of honor and glory (see Friberg).

57 Heb. 2:10 - author: archégos (747) is used but four times in the Greek NT: Acts 3:15; 5:31; Heb. 2:10; 12:2. It
is translated by the NASB as “Prince” in Acts, and as “author” in Hebrews.
Strictly, it refers to “one who goes first on the path” hence “leader, prince, pioneer” (Heb. 2:10). Secondarily, it
refers to “one who causes something to begin” — hence “originator, founder, initiator” (Heb. 12:2) (Friberg).

% Heb. 2:10 - sufferings: The Leader of our salvation (sotéria, 4991) was made perfect (teleiod, 5048) through
sufferings (pathéma, 3804). It should be no surprise that His followers also will be perfected through sufferings.

% Heb. 2:11 - He who sanctifies: In the context, this probably refers to Jesus. Sanctifies is the present active
participle of hagiadzo (37). The present tense indicates Jesus’ sanctifying of believers is an ongoing process. The
entire process must include such things as foreknowing us, predestining us, calling us, justifying us by means of His
sacrificial death and resurrection (Rom. 8:29-30), interceding for us (John 17:1-26; Heb. 7:25), and ultimately
bringing us to glory (Rom. 8:30; Heb. 2:10).

7 Heb. 2:11 - those who are sanctified: Better, “the ones who are being sanctified,” the present passive plural
participle of hagiadzo (37). Again, the ones who are being sanctified are undergoing on ongoing process. What was
stated in the previous footnote about the process is true also here. Moreover, the ones who are being sanctified are
identical to the “many sons” of Heb. 2:10, where see the explanatory footnote on “sons.”

" Heb. 2:11 - are all from one Father: The text states, simply, “are all from one.” Obviously, theology obtained
elsewhere dictates that One must be God the Father, hence the italicized addition.
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ashamed to call them brethren, ”* 2:11b

H 2 The declaration to the brethren: {12} saying, 2:12 (Psalm
22:22)

J 1 “Iwill proclaim Your name to My brethren, ™

J 2 In the midst of the congregation I will sing Your
praise.”

H 3 The declaration of trust (Isaiah 8:17): {13} And again, “I
will put My trust in Him.” ™ 2:13a

H 4 The Messianic Son and the God-given children (Isaiah
8:18): And again, “Behold, I and the children whom God
has given Me.” ™ 2:13b

E 2 The mechanics of establishing the new family 2:14-16

G 1 The children's participation in blood and flesh: {14} Therefore,
since the children share in flesh and blood, 7® 2:14a

72 Heb. 2:11 - for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren: The reason is that both Jesus (Heb. 2:9),
the one sanctifying (Heb. 2:11) and the “many sons” (Heb. 2:10), those who are being sanctified (Heb. 2:11) are all
from One (Heb. 2:11) —i.e., God, who is known as the Father (John 1:14, 18; 14:6; Rom. 1:7, etc.). In my opinion,
the word “brethren” is an archaic expression of “brothers” (the plural of adelphos, 80). Why not translate it
“brothers”? The NET Bible’s paraphrase “brothers and sisters” is indefensible, even though the editors try to defend
it. There are no words for “and sisters” in the Greek text. We all know that women are included. There is no reason
to corrupt the Biblical text to prove it.

3 Heb. 2:12 - T will proclaim Your name to my brethren: In this line and the next, the author accurately quotes
Psalm 22:22. Psalm 22 is a psalm of David. I have entitled the psalm, “The Suffering and Praise of the Anointed
King.” Ps. 22:1-21 constitutes “The Suffering of the Anointed King.” Ps. 22:22-31 constitutes “The Praise of the
Anointed King.” David, of course, refers to himself throughout the psalm. But it is a highly Messianic psalm.
Particularly noteworthy in that regard are the following references: Ps. 22:1, 6-8, 12-18, 22. In Heb. 2:12, the writer
applies David’s vow of praise at the tabernacle among fellow-worshipers to Christ’s praising God accompanied by
the redeemed. This is presently being partially fulfilled up in heaven. It will be partially fulfilled in the Millennial
Temple in Jerusalem. It will be completely fulfilled in New Jerusalem, where, however, there is no temple structure.

™ Heb. 2:13 - “I will put my trust in Him”: The writer of Hebrews here loosely quotes Isaiah 8:17, and in the
next instance, from Isa. 8:18. In the context of Isaiah 8, the statements of Isa. 8:17-18 refer to Isaiah the prophet. But
there are Messianic overtones in this passage. Of Yahweh of Troops (“the LORD of hosts” — Isa. 8:13) is said to be
“a stone to strike and a rock to stumble over” (Isa. 8:14). This was interpreted by Paul (Rom. 9:32-33) and Peter (1
Pet. 2:8) to apply also to the Messiah. Similarly, though Isa. 8:17-18 refers to Isaiah, the writer to the Hebrews
applies the statements also to the Messiah (Heb. 2:13). The point of Hebrews 2:13 is that the Messiah is
characterized by constant trust in the Messiah. That same trait, evidently, is shared by His “brothers.”

> Heb. 2:13 - I and the children whom God has given Me: The author has just loosely quoted Isa. 8:17, applying
it to the Messiah. He continued to quote from the next verse (Isa. 8:18a), also applying it to the Messiah. He is
attempting to demonstrate that the Messiah has solidarity with His “brothers.” They both proceed from the same
Father.

7% Heb. 2:14 - since the children share in flesh and blood: Presumably, for stylistic purposes, the translators have
changed the tense of the verb and reversed the Greek word order of the nouns. Neither change was necessary. The
text actually reads, “Since, therefore, the children have shared in blood and flesh ....” The verb is the perfect tense
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G 2 The Messianic Son's participation in human blood and flesh
2:14b-16

H 1 The statement of His participation: He Himself likewise
also partook of the same, 7 2:14b

H 2 The purposes of His participation
J1 To disarm him who had power through death —
Satan: that through death ® He might render
powerless " him who had the power of death, * that
1s, the devil, *' 2:14c
J 2 To deliver those in bondage to death 2:15

K1 The statement of their deliverance: {15} and
might free those

(past action with results continuing in the present) of koinoneo (2841), used only here in Hebrews. The writer is
stating the obvious — God’s children, the ones standing in need of redemption — are human, composed of blood
(haima, 129) and flesh (sarx, 4561), which they inherited from their first parents, Adam and Eve.

" Heb. 2:14 - He Himself likewise also partook of the same: That is, the Messiah also became human, taking on
Himself blood and flesh. “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). The next point of the author is
that, becoming blood and flesh, the Messiah became mortal — able to die. This was a deliberate choice.

78 Heb. 2:14 - that through death: The whole point of the Messiah becoming flesh and blood was so that He
would become mortal. And not merely to become mortal, but actually to die. It was not a meaningless death, but a
very purposeful one for which He was striving.

" Heb. 2:14 - He might render powerless: This is the Aorist subjunctive active of katargeo (2673). “[TThe term
always denotes a nonphysical destruction by means of a superior force coming in to replace the force previously in
effect, as, e.g. light destroys darkness ...” (Friberg). Its most frequent translations in the NASB are (1) some form of
the verb “abolish” - 5X; (2) some form of the expression “do away (with)” - 6X; and (3) some form of the verb
“nullify - 5X. All the other translations are 2X or 1X. The basic meaning assigned by Friberg is “cause to be idle.”

Some key doctrinal uses in the NT include “we have been released from the Law” (Rom. 7:6); “gifts of
prophecy” and “knowledge” “will be done away” (1 Cor. 13:8); “the Law” ... does not “nullify the promise” (Gal.
3:17); Jesus succeeded in “abelishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandment contained in
ordinances” (Eph. 2:15); “the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of
His coming” “that lawless one” (2 Thess. 2:18); and finally, Jesus “abolished death and brought life and immortality
to light through the gospel” (2 Tim. 2:10).

The point of the writer here in Heb. 2:14, the only occurrence of katargeé in the book, is that Jesus, through
His death and resurrection, released from the power of death all those who place their faith in Him. Though, apart
from those who will participate in the still future Rapture, all believers in Jesus die physically, of far greater import is
that they will not have to participate in eternal “second death” (Rev. 20:6, 14-15).

89 Heb. 2:14 - him who had the power of death: The devil succeeded in seducing Eve into disobeying God. Adam
followed her example and earned death for all mankind (Rom. 5:14-18; 1 Cor. 15:22). Thus the devil held the power
of death over mankind in his war against God for the souls of men.

81 Heb. 2:14 - the devil: The word is diabolos (1228), literally, “the overthrower”; according to Friberg, “the
slanderer.” This word is used 37X in the Greek text. In 3 instances it is translated as “malicious gossips” in the
NASB (1 Tim. 3:11; 2 Tim. 3:3; Tit. 2:3). In those instances, there is no article “the”. The rest of the time it is
translated, “devil.” One other time it appears without the article — in John 6:70 where Jesus states bluntly that one of
the twelve is a devil. With the article, it always refers to Satan.
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K2 The symptom of their bondage: who through
fear of death

K3 The nature of their bondage: were subject to
slavery *

K4  The length of their bondage: all their lives.

H3 The Messianic Son's participation in rescuing the human
race underscored 2:16

J1 His not aiding angels: {16} For assuredly He does
not give help to angels, *

J 2 His helping the seed of Abraham: but He gives help
to the descendant * of Abraham.

E 3 The benefit to the new family: The establishment of a merciful and
faithful high priest 2:17-18

G 1 The necessity of His participation in their humanity: {17}
Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things,
2:17a

G 2 The goal of His participation in their humanity 2:17b
H 1 To excel as a high priest: so that He might become

J1 amerciful

J2 and faithful high priest *

%2 Heb. 2:15 - were subject to slavery: The slavery (douleia, 1397) to which the writer of Hebrews refers here is
evidently the slavery of being fearful of death. None of us humans is exempt from that slavery until he places his
trust in Christ, the source of eternal life (John 3:16). Even for the Bible-believing follower of Christ, death remains
the final enemy to be abolished (1 Cor. 16:26).

% Heb. 2:16 - He does not give help to angels: The mission of the Messiah upon earth was singular — He came to
redeem humans, not angels. God has no redemption program for fallen angels.

8 Heb. 2:16 - descendant of Abraham: Literally, the word is “seed,” (sperma, 4690) appearing in the singular.
This “may point to the Jewishness of the writer’s audience, but even Gentile Christians could claim to be the “seed of
Abraham” in a spiritual sense (Gal. 3:29 )” (Hodges, Hebrews, p. 785). The writer is apparently using sperma in a
corporate sense, even though it appears in the singular.

% Heb. 2:17 - a merciful and faithful high priest: The two words “high priest” translate the single Greek word
archiereus (749), which appears 122X in the NT and 17X in Hebrews. This is its first occurrence, and marks the first
time in the document that the writer refers to Jesus as a high priest. It will not be the last time. Here are his uses of
archiereus: Heb. 2:17; 3:1; 4:14, 15; 5:1, 5, 10; 6:20; 7:26, 27, 28; 8:1, 3; 9:7, 11, 25; 13:11. The “stand-alone”
word hiereus (2409) means simply, “priest.” The prefix arché has to do with being “from the beginning,” hence,
“main,” “most important,” hence, “ruling” priest. When archiereus appears in the plural, it refers to the “principal”
or “most important” priests (Friberg). This high priest, being perfect, became a merciful and faithful high priest
because He had become human, and thus able to identify with the race of men. His mercy and faithfulness is proven
in His willingness, as God-come-in-the-flesh, to die for human sins.
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J 3 in things pertaining to God,

H2 To provide propitiation: to make propitiation *® for the sins
of the people.

G 3 The benefit of His participation in their humanity 2:18
H 1 His experience of temptation through suffering: {18} For
since He Himself was tempted *’ in that which He has
suffered, ®

H 2 His ability to aid those tempted: He is able to come to the
aid * of those who are tempted. *°

B 3 The Superiority of the Messianic Son to Moses 3:1-6
C 1 His Ability to Withstand Scrutiny 3:1

% Heb. 2:17 - to make propitiation: This is the present tense accusative Infinitive of hilaskomai (2433), meaning,
to “(1) show kindness and compassion toward one who does not deserve it, have mercy on, pardon, forgive (Luke
18:13); (2) bring about reconciliation, make acceptable to, provide for forgiveness, with focus on the means of
reconciliation” (Friberg). The verb is used only twice — in Luke 13:13 and here in Heb. 2:17. A related noun is
hilastérion (2435), again used only twice. It is translated “propitiation” in Rom. 3:25 and as “mercy seat” in Heb.
9:5. Another related noun, used also twice, in 1 John 2:2; 4:10, is hilasmos (2434), translated “propitiation” in both
instances. In both instances, Jesus is said to be the legal satisfaction for human sins. His sacrifice is sufficiently
valuable to pay for the sins of the entire world (1 John 2:2), not merely for the sins of those who would place their
faith in Him. Thus, the Calvinist doctrine of “Limited Atonement,” that Jesus died only for the sins of the elect, is
seen to be invalid. Since the verb here in Heb. 2:17 appears in the present tense, Jesus’ propitiation is not seen to be
limited to His single act of sacrifice. Rather, He continually appears before the Divine Bar arguing that defendants
who have placed their faith in Him be acquitted whenever “the accuser of the brethren” (Rev. 2:10) brings charges
against them. He has paid their just death penalty. There is no grounds for further charges (Rom. 8:33-34).

87 Heb. 2:18 - He Himself was tempted: “tempted” is the Aorist passive participle of peiradzo (3985). This verb
can mean either to 77y (or test) or to fempt (to solicit another to commit evil). The context must determine. The verb
appears here in the Aorist, meaning it was an event at a point of time. The verb is passive, meaning some outside
force was at work. From God’s viewpoint, He tested Jesus at His trial / scourging / crucifixion. He tested Jesus to
demonstrate that He could not fail the test. Satan was at work, and He was tempting Jesus to give in to the human
pain and suffering and bypass the cross and God’s will. He was unsuccessful.

88 Heb. 2:18 - in that which He has suffered: These words define the parameters of the test / temptation of which
the writer has just spoken. It was primarily the suffering of the cross that the writer had in mind.

% Heb. 2:18 - to come to the aid: These words translate the Aorist active infinitive of boétheo (997), to aid, or
help. Its 8 occurrences in the NT are as follows: Matt. 15:25; Mark 9:22, 24; Acts 16:9; 21:28; 2 Cor. 6:2; Heb.
2:18; Rev. 12:16.

% Heb. 2:18 - those who are tempted: “those who are tempted” translates the present passive Participle of, once
again, peiradzo (3985). The present tense here indicates that believers are continually being tempted. It is a perpetual
fact of life here on this present earth. Once again, God is at work, testing believers to demonstrate that they will be
faithful. At the same time Satan is always at work hoping to tempt the believer into succumbing to sin. God has
promised that no believer will be tempted / tried peiradzo (3985) beyond what he is able to bear. Rather He will,
along with the temptation / trial (peirasmos, 3986) “provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure
it” (1 Cor. 10:13).

The point of the writer here is that since Jesus successfully passed all the tests thrown at Him, and since He is a
merciful and faithful high priest, He is able to come to the aid of those who are being tested / tried.
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D1 The scrutiny commanded the readers
E 1 Their position: {1} Therefore, holy brethren,
E 2 Their participation: partakers of a heavenly calling, *'
E 3 Their command: consider Jesus, >

D 2 The object of scrutiny (Jesus)
E 1 The Apostle: the Apostle
E 2 The High Priest: and High Priest ** of our confession; *°

C 2 His Faithfulness in Comparison to Moses 3:2
D1 To His sender: {2} He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, *°

! Heb. 3:1 - partakers of a heavenly calling: The word “partakers” is metochos (3353). In the NASB it is
translated as “companions” 1X; “partakers” 4X; and “partners” 1X. Notice that the writer addresses them as “holy
brothers” as well as “partakers of a heavenly calling.” There can be no doubt that the term “partakers” conveys the
idea that these Hebrew Christians were full-blown participants of a “heavenly calling.” In other words they are
Christians. He will be just as specific in 3:14, where he will write, “For we have become partakers of Christ, if we
hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end ....” In view of the usage of metochos by the writer to the
Hebrews, to take the position that the “partakers of the Holy Spirit” in Heb. 6:4 were “professing” but not
“possessing” Christians is not well-supported by the evidence. Here are the uses of metochos in the NT: Luke 5:7;
Heb. 1:9; 3:1, 14; 6:4; 12:8.

%2 Heb. 3:1 - consider Jesus: “Consider” is the 2™ person Aorist plural Imperative of katanoeo (2657). It means
here “to consider closely,” “to give careful consideration” (in this context, to Jesus). It is used only twice in this
book, in Heb. 3:1; 10:24. The author wishes his readers to give careful consideration to Jesus. This is now the second
of fourteen times the name of Jesus appears in Hebrews. The first was in Heb. 2:9. The next will be in Heb. 4:8.

%3 Heb. 3:1 - the Apostle: It is interesting that the writer identified Jesus as “the Apostle and High Priest of our
confession.” The word “apostle” is apostolos (652), “sent one”. Obviously Jesus was not one of the original twelve,
but He certainly was sent (apostello, 649) by God (John 10:36; 1 John 4:14). The truth is that Jesus is far and away
the MOST IMPORTANT Sent One.

% Heb. 3:1 - High Priest: archiereus (749). This is the author’s second use of this term with reference to Jesus.
See the note at Heb. 2:17 for further discussion. God sent (apostello, 649) Jesus to be Prophet, Priest, and King. In
Hebrews, the author’s emphasis is upon Jesus as sent by God to be Priest.

%> Heb. 3:1 - confession: The word is homologia (3671) used only six times in the NT, half of them in Hebrews.
Literally, it means “same speech.” It refers to “an agreement, confession” (New American Standard Exhaustive
Concordance of the Bible). Here, Jesus is said to be “the Apostle and High Priest of our confession.” In Heb. 4:14,
the writer would exhort his readers “let us hold fast our confession.” Again, in Heb. 10:23, he pleaded, “Let us hold
fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.” Obviously, the writer was
concerned that, under duress, these Hebrews would forsake their confession of faith in Jesus. The writer, and,
apparently, his readers, had previously made a confession of faith in Jesus as the One Sent by God (their Apostle)
and as the Ultimate High Priest, who alone could grant them permanent access to God.

% Heb. 3:2 - He was faithful to Him who appointed Him: God sent Jesus to be, among other things, a Prophet
and High Priest. Jesus faithfully performed His duties as Prophet while here upon earth. He faithfully communicated
only that, and all that which His Father ordained Him to speak (John 8:28, 38; 12:49-50; 14:10). As High Priest,
Jesus offered Himself up as the perfect Sacrifice for sin (John 10:11, 15, 17-18; 15:13; 1 John 3:16; 4:14).
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D2 The comparison to Moses: as Moses also was in all His house. *’
C 3 His Glory Greater than Moses' 3:3-4
D1 The Builder greater than the house 3:3

E 1 The statement: {3} For He has been counted worthy of more glory
than Moses, **

E 2 The illustration: by just so much as the builder of the house has more
honor than the house.

D2 The natural comparison 3:4
E 1 Men build houses: {4} For every house is built by someone,
E 2 God built all: but the builder of all things is God.
C4 His Greater Position 3:5-6
D1 Moses' status 3:5
E 1 Faithful in all his house: {5} Now Moses was faithful in all His house
E2 A servant: as a servant, '

E 3 A sign of subsequent things: for a testimony of those things which

7 Heb. 3:2 - as Moses was in all His house: The author’s point is that Jesus was as faithful to God in all God’s
house as Moses had been faithful to God in all God’s house (oikos, 3624). He was referring to God’s support of
Moses (Num. 12:7) after Miriam and Aaron had spoken against Moses because he had married a Cushite woman
(Num. 12:1). They verbalized their resentment by insisting that God had spoken through them as well as through
Moses (Num. 12:2). Yahweh heard their resentment (Num. 12:2) and his anger burned against the brother and sister
(Num. 12:9). Yahweh told the trio that He normally spoke to a prophet in a vision or dream (Num. 12:6), but that,
since Moses was faithful in all His household (bayith, 1004) (Num. 12:7), He spoke openly to Moses, “mouth to
mouth”, and He even permitted Moses to see “the form of the LORD.” They should have been afraid to speak
against Moses (Num. 12:8).

Both bayith and oikos and mean “house” and “household.” Moses’ faithfulness in all God’s house may refer
both to the tabernacle that God instructed Moses to build and, as well, to the household of God, the Israclis, whom
God had redeemed from bondage in Egypt.

This is the first time Moses’ name has appeared in Hebrews. The author will maintain that, just as Jesus, the
Messianic Son, was superior to angels, revered in Jewish thinking, so also Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest, is
greater than Moses, who, along with Abraham, was the most venerated Hebrew.

%8 Heb. 3:3 - For He has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses: Here is the author’s point — Jesus has a
more glorious position than even Moses.

% Heb. 3:3 - the builder of the house has more honor than the house: Implicit here is that Jesus, in His pre-
incarnate role was the Builder of God’s house inasmuch as He was the Creator of all — the physical universe and the
different entities in the universe — angels and man himself (John 1:3, 10; 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2). This is a
powerful testimony of the Deity of Jesus.

100 11eb. 3:5 - as a servant: Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a mere servant, (Heb. 3:5), but the Messiah,

Christ, was faithful over God’s house as a Messianic Son (Heb. 3:6).
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were to be spoken later;
D 2 The Messianic Son's status 3:6

E 1 His faithfulness as a Messianic Son over His own house: {6} but
Christ "' was faithful as a Son over His house '

E 2 The nature of His house
G 1 The identification of the house(hold): — whose house we are,'”
G 2 The pre-requisite of the house(hold)

H 1 Retention of confidence: if '** we hold fast '® our
confidence '

H 2 Retention of rejoicing of the hope: and the boast of our

1% Heb. 3:6 - Christ: This is the first appearance of the Greek title christos (5547) in the book of Hebrews. It is
used twelve times in the book — in Heb. 3:6, 14; 5:5; 6:1; 9:11, 14, 24, 28; 10:10; 11:26; 13:8, 21. Christos is the
Greek equivalent of the Hebrew Messiah (mashiach, 4899). Both mean “anointed one.” From OT history we learn
that priests were anointed with oil (see, for example, Lev. 4:3, 5, 16; 6:22); kings were anointed (e.g. 1 Sam. 2:10; 1
Kings 19:15-16); and prophets were sometimes anointed (1 Kings 19:16). The emphasis in Hebrews is that Jesus was
anointed to serve as priest. Half the time, in the book of Hebrews the title “Christ” refers to His High Priestly
ministry (Heb. 5:5; 9:11, 14, 24, 28; 10:10). That is, in fact, how He is presently serving. Contrary to what most of
Christendom believes, He is not presently reigning as King on the throne of David, for David’s throne is on earth,
not heaven. As one might expect, the title “Christ” is used frequently in the NT. Two of Paul’s letters are virtually
tied with the most uses — 65X in Romans, and 64X in 1 Corinthians. The next three are also Pauline — 47X in 2
Corinthians, 46X in Ephesians, and 38X in Galatians. Thus, Paul is the pre-eminent NT writer about the Christ.

192 Heb. 3:6 - as a Son over His house: The superiority of Jesus, the Messiah, over Moses is indicated by the fact

that Moses was a mere servant in God’s house, while Jesus the Christ was the Messianic Son over God’s house.

193 Heb. 3:6 - whose house we are: “We” is “we believers in Christ.” “House” (oikos, 3624) here obviously

means “household,” not merely a structure in which people live. We believers constitute Christ’s household.

194 Heb. 3:6 - if: “If” is the word ean (1437). It could be translated here, “if, indeed ....” Followed by a verb (hold
fast, katecho, 2722) appearing in the subjunctive mode (as is the case here), ean begins a third class conditional
statement. From the viewpoint of the writer, he is uncertain as to whether his readers will or will not hold fast.

195 Heb. 3:6 - we hold fast: This is the first person plural Aorist subjunctive of katecho (2722), which means here
to “hold fast, keep in possession, possess,” or, perhaps, in a more figurative sense, “hold in memory, keep in mind,
continue believing” (Friberg). The Aorist tense does not suggest a continual, ongoing “holding fast.” Rather it looks
as the totality of his audience’s lives (as believers in Christ) as holding fast their confidence and the boast of their
hope. At this point in his letter, the writer is uncertain as to whether or not his readers will hold fast their confidence.
What he is saying is that his readers constitute the household of Christ if they fold fast. Notice that the writer includes
himself in the group he is addressing — “we.”

19 Heb. 3:6 - our confidence: Literally, it reads “the confidence,” which translates tén parrésian (3954), which

refers to “an attitude of openness that stems from freedom and lack of fear.” In speech, it is reflected in boldness,
plainness, outspokenness (e.g. Acts 2:29); in relation to God, it is reflected in confidence, boldness, joyful sense of
freedom” (e.g. Heb. 10:35) (Friberg).
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hope "7
H 3 Retention to the end: firm until the end. '

B 4 The Parenthetical Second Warning: The Danger of Failing to Enter God's Rest
through Trusting in Jesus Christ 3:7 - 4:13

C1 The Historical Example: Israel's failure to enter God's rest through faith 3:7-19

D1 The Holy Spirit's reaction in Scripture to Israel's failure to enter God's rest
3:7-11

E 1 The heart-hardening process 3:7-8a

G 1 The contemplated hearing: {7} Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit
says, "TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, 3:7 '

G2 The command to avoid hard-heartedness: {8} DO NOT

197 Heb. 3:6 - the boast of our hope: “boast” is the word kauchéma (2745). It refers to that of which one is proud

and is able to boast about (see Friberg). This boast is not a boasting about self accomplishment here — rather it is an
open boasting about the hope (elpis, 1680) which Christians possess. The author is specific — he uses the article “the”
in front of each noun — “if the boldness and the boast of the hope we hold fast” (translation mine, emphasis mine).

The hope Christians possess is simple, yet complex. It includes the assurance of sins forgiven, of death
overcome, of fellowship with God and Christ and with other believers completed, yet growing, of a fabulous
environment — New Jerusalem and New Earth, of nature restored to paradise, of being able complete the mandate
successfully to rule New Earth and the animals contained therein the way God intended from the beginning, of a
perpetual Kingdom in which all rule underneath God and His Messiah absent any evil or evil people, or death, or
sadness, or disease, or pain. The author brings up the word hope (elpis, 1680) five times in his treatise — Heb. 3:6;
6:11, 18; 7:19; 10:23. In each instance except in Heb. 7:19, hope is an outlook in which the author urges his readers
to persist.

The writer’s point about hope in Heb. 3:6 is that we believers are to hold fast the boast of the hope — we ought
to boast about the hope we have and we ought to be vocal about it and we ought to persist in it. In fact, if we are truly
part of the household of Christ, we must do so!

1% Heb. 3:6 - firm until the end: Undoubtedly the authors felt their translation was implied, and thus justified.

The truth remains, however, that none of these four words appear in the Greek text. They are evidently employed to
reinforce the meaning of the verb katecho (2722), “hold fast.” But the phrase added on at the end is redundant. If we
“hold fast” something, of necessity we hold it fast to the end. The phrase does not appear in Greek, hence it should
not appear in English, either.

Though done so for stylistic purposes in English, the NASB word order does not coincide with the Greek
word order. Here is a literal translation of Heb. 3:6, adhering to the Greek word order: “Christ, moreover, as son
over the household of Him — whose household we are — if the boldness and the boast of the hope we hold fast.”

1% Heb. 3:7 - TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE: As the writer quotes from the latter half of Psalm 95:7, he
uses the third class condition of “if” — “if you hear His voice — perhaps you will, and perhaps you will not” — the
condition of ambivalence. God the Holy Spirit, speaking through the human author of Psalm 95, warned the Israelis
to take heed to God’s voice. In the Book of Hebrews, God the Spirit, using the author’s pen, warns believers to take
heed to God’s voice. Psalm 95:7b-11 constitutes “The Warning Against the Disobedience of Hard-Heartedness,” to
be found in the author’s Annotated Expanded Outline of Psalm 95. The writer of Hebrews quotes most, but not all of
Psalm 95:7b-11. He omits, for example, any reference to Meribah and Massah (Ps. 95:8); and he alters the clause, “I
loathed that generation” (Ps. 95:10a) to “THEREFORE I WAS ANGRY WITH THIS GENERATION” (Heb.
3:10a).
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HARDEN YOUR HEARTS 3:8a '"°
E 2 The example of Israel in the desert 3:8b-9

G 1 A time of provocation: AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME, '
3:8b

G2 A time of temptation 3:8c-9a

H1 ASIN THE DAY OF " TRIAL IN THE WILDERNESS,
3:8c

H2 {9} WHERE YOUR FATHERS TRIED Me BY
TESTING Me, > 3:9a

G 3 God's wondrous demonstrations: AND SAW MY WORKS FOR
FORTY YEARS. '"* 3:9b

19 Heb. 3:8 - DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS: The writer quotes the first part of Ps. 95:8. Hardening
one’s heart is the antithesis of listening to another’s voice.

We adults have all seen hardening of the heart in a couple going through divorce. Though the couple may
have had problems before, they were still willing to listen to one another. But when one of them files for divorce, we
all know that he or she has developed a hard heart, and is no longer willing to listen to the other. Jesus’ best answer
to the question of divorce was, “What therefore God has joined together, let no man separate” (Matt. 19:6). When
pressed for an answer has to why Moses had given instructions about divorce (Matt. 19:7, alluding to Deut. 24:1-4),
Jesus quickly replied, “Because of your hardness of heart ...” (Matt. 19:8).

While not a Bible scholar, I am a serious Bible student. When I determine that a particular commentator holds
to views that I cannot agree with (such as his holding to Amillennialism whereas I hold firmly to Dispensational
Premillennialism), I reject that author. In effect, I do not trust him, at least in prophetic passages, and I develop a
“hard heart” toward him. If you trust someone, you have a soft heart toward him. If you distrust someone, you have a
hard heart toward him. In the present context (of Heb. 3:7b-11), as well as in the past context (of Ps. 95:7b-11), hard-
heartedness goes hand-in-hand with not listening to God’s voice — the tangible byproduct of not trusting God.

"' Heb. 3:8 - AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME: Literally, “as in the provocation” (parapikrasmos, 3894),
used only here and in Heb. 3:15 in the NT. Parapikrasmos probably means “rebellion, revolt, hardheartedness”
(Friberg). From this point on through the rest of Heb. 3:8, there is no precise parallel in Psalm 95. The writer of
Hebrews is adapting the incident at “Meribah” and “Massah” (cited in Ex. 17:7; Deut. 33:8; Psalm 95:8) to apply to
the whole forty years of wilderness wandering, of which Psalm 95:10 and Hebrews 3:9 also speak.

"2 Heb. 3:8 - AS IN THE DAY OF: This phrase does find its parallel in the second line of Psalm 95:8.

'3 Heb. 3:9 - WHERE YOUR FATHERS TRIED Me BY TESTING Me: This clause is a loose quotation of
Psalm 95:9a.

"4 Heb. 3:9 - AND SAW MY WORKS FOR FORTY YEARS: Here the writer of Hebrews quotes from the last
clause of Psa. 95:9 and the first phrase of Psa. 95:10 (“for forty years”). The unidentified author of Psalm 95 (whom
the author of Hebrews will later identify as David [Heb. 4:7]) had focused in (in Psa. 95:8) on the incident described
in Ex. 17:1-7. There, Israel camped at Rephidim in the wilderness of Sin, where there was no water to drink (Ex.
17:1). The people “quarreled with Moses,” and Moses accused them of testing the LORD (Ex. 17:2). Yahweh
instructed Moses to strike the rock at Horeb, and water would issue forth (Ex. 17:5-6). Moses named the place
“Massah” (“test”) and “Meribah” (“quarrel”) because the people quarreled and tested the LORD (Ex. 17:7).

The writer of Hebrews omitted any reference to Massah and Meribah, and instead referred to the entire forty
years of wilderness wandering that was triggered specifically by the tragedy of unbelief described in Num. 13:1-
14:38. When the people heard the majority report of the ten spies who concluded that Israel would be powerless to
defeat the residents of Canaan, they sided with the ten spies and refused to begin the battle to conquer the land they
had been promised. God determined that all of the older generation except Caleb and Joshua would die off during the
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E 3 The Spirit's response 3:10-11

G 1 Hisanger: {10} "THEREFORE I WAS ANGRY WITH THIS
GENERATION, '" 3:10

H 1 Because of their erring hearts: AND SAID, 'THEY
ALWAYS GO ASTRAY IN THEIR HEART, ''¢

H 2 Because of their disobedience: AND THEY DID NOT
KNOW MY WAYS'; 17

G2 His judgment 3:11
H1 Anoath of wrath: {11} ASTSWORE IN MY WRATH, '"®

H2 Israel not to gain God's rest: 'THEY SHALL NOT ENTER
MY REST." '

D2 The application to the readers 3:12-14
E 1 The evil of unbelief 3:12

G 1 The command to beware a single evil, unbelieving heart: {12}
Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil,
unbelieving heart '*°

next forty years of wandering in the wilderness. Only the younger generation would be able to enter the “rest” of the
promised land. In effect, the writer of Hebrews telescoped two events, (1) the incident at Meribah and Massah, and
(2) the incident at Kadesh-Barnea, into one event with similar outcomes — forty years of wandering in the wilderness.

'153:10 - THEREFORE I WAS ANGRY WITH THIS GENERATION: The writer of Hebrews quotes from Ps.
95:10, “For forty years I loathed that generation.”

1163:10 - THEY ALWAYS GO ASTRAY IN THEIR HEART: The writer of Hebrews quotes from Psa. 95:10.
173:10 - AND THEY DID NOT KNOW MY WAYS: The writer of Hebrews quotes from Psa. 95:10.

"183:11 - ASTSWORE IN MY WRATH: The writer of Hebrews quotes from Psa. 95:11. The form of the oath
Yahweh swore was “as I live” (Num. 14:21, 28).

"' Heb. 3:11 - THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST: The writer of Hebrews quotes from Psa. 95:11. In the
context of the sons of Israel, the content of the oath Yahweh swore prevented the older, faithless generation (except
Caleb and Joshua) from entering the “rest” of possessing the promised land of Canaan (Num. 14:20-23, 26-30; Deut.
1:34-35; Ps. 95:8-11; Heb. 4:3, 5). The unbelieving older generation would wander as nomads for forty years
without having any fixed address, or any place they could settle down in and call “home.” They would enter no
“rest.” The big question is, “How would the author of Hebrews apply this ‘rest’ concept to the Christian sons of
Israel among the Diaspora in the first century A.D.?” I will argue that the writer of Hebrews envisioned a strikingly
parallel application to his (predominantly Jewish) Christian readers. They would have no significant role of serving
Messiah in the promised Millennial Kingdom (cf. Luke 19:11-26).

120 Heb. 3:12 - an evil, unbelieving heart: A heart is evil (ponéros, 4190) because it is unbelieving (apistia, 570).
This is evidently what characterized the first generation of Israelis. Here, the writer spoke of an “evil ... heart.” In his
only other use of ponéros he spoke of an “evil conscience” (Heb. 10:22). In his only other use of apistia the writer
will state in Heb. 3:19 that the first generation of Israelis “were not able to enter [the Promised Land] because of
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G 2 The accompanying falling away from God: that falls away from
the living God. "'

E 2 The necessity of mutual reminder 3:13

G 1 Daily: {13} But encourage one another day after day, '** as long
as it is still called "Today,"

G 2 Due to sin's deceptive hardening: so that none of you will be
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.

E 3 The Christian meant for better things 3:14

G 1 Partakers of Christ: {14} For we have become partakers of
Christ, '*

G 2 The condition — unending confidence: if '** we hold fast the

unbelief.”

"2l Heb. 3:12 - that falls away from the living God: The words “falls away” translate the second aorist active

Infinitive of aphistémi (868), used only here in Hebrews. The second aorist active is used only intransitively. It
means here to “desert” or “forsake” (so Net Bible). Note that the writer describes his readers as “brothers”
(adelphos, 80). This is something Christians can do.

'22 Heb. 3:13 - But encourage one another day after day: The verb “encourage” is the 2™ person plural present

tense Imperative of parakaleo (3870). The writer is commanding his readers to continually be urging or imploring or
exhorting one another. The ongoing time factor is re-emphasized by the words “day after day.” This command
illustrates dramatically the need for us believers constantly to be motivating one another to trust God and maintain
our confession of faith in Jesus Christ. This would be especially true in situations in which one’s very survival were
linked to renouncing any relationship with Jesus. Recently Somali al-Shabaab Muslim terrorists struck Mpeketoni in
Kenya, slaughtering Christians and non-Somali nationals. There would be a strong temptation for Christians to
renounce their Christianity and convert to Islam.

123 Heb. 3:14 - For we have become partakers of Christ: “Partakers” is metochos (3353), used already in Heb.

1:9; 3:1. (See further discussions at the notes on Heb. 1:9; 3:1.) It is also used here in Heb. 3:14. It will be used again
in Heb. 6:4; 12:8. The word metochos means that the writer and the readers are sharers in or participants in the Christ
— the Messiah. (Note the kingdom implications of the article “the” used by the author in conjunction with “Christ” —
tou christou.) As Zane Hodges (TBKC, p. 787, commenting on Heb. 3:14) stated, this sharing in the kingdom aspect
of Christ’s reign is something that Jesus Himself verbalized in Rev. 2:26-27:

OVEIE RN b6 P SRR MRS 1 AFHEHTR ROH B HbNTXE MEVREEEY s oF

THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from My Father;

“We have become” is the perfect tense of ginomai (1096). It refers to a condition begun in the past and
continuing to the present time.

124 Heb. 3:14 - if: The word is eanper, “if, indeed,” which is followed by the subjunctive mood, aorist tense of
katecho (2722), “hold fast,” (used Heb. 3:6, 14; 10:23). Eanper followed by the subjunctive is a third class
condition. The writer is uncertain as to whether his readers will or will not “hold fast.” Just as the participation of the
first generation Israelis in the rest of the Promised Land of Canaan was conditioned upon their faith, so the
participation of subsequent believers in a meaningful way in the future Millennial Kingdom, headquartered in the
Promised Land of Israel, is conditioned upon faith demonstrated by obedience. This is what Jesus was trying to teach
His followers about the Kingdom in Luke 19:11-27. Ability to serve greatly in the future kingdom is conditioned
upon faithful service in the present age.

Salvation is not the issue. Usefulness is. If salvation is the issue here for the recipients of the letter to the
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beginning of our assurance firm until the end, '*
D 3 The author's analysis of the sin 3:15-19
E 1 The reiteration of the Scripture 3:15

G 1 The requisite to hearing God: {15} while it is said, "TODAY IF
YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, '*¢

G 2 The unhardened heart: DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS, '’
G 3 The example of Israel: AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME." '**

Hebrews, then salvation was also the issue in the first generation of Israelis. If the writer of Hebrews was concerned
that his readers could lose their salvation, then a consistent interpretation would require that all the Israelis of the
first generation, save Joshua and Caleb, lost their salvation because they did not enter the Promised Land because of
unbelief. That is an untenable conclusion. It seems, in that instance, that loss of salvation would even include Moses,
who also was barred from entering the Promised Land. That prospect alone would be unthinkable to any serious
exegete.

125 Heb. 3:14 - if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end: Assurance is hupostasis (5287),
used only 5X in the NT: 2 Cor. 9:4; 11:17; Heb. 1:3; 3:14; 11:1. Hupostasis is the underlying reality behind anything
(Friberg). So in Heb. 1:3, the Messianic Son is the exact representation of God’s “nature” (hupostasis). In Heb.

11:1, faith is the “assurance” (hupostasis) of things hoped for. The readers of the letter to the Hebrews were
originally filled with assurance (hupostasis) about who Jesus was and is. They needed to retain that assurance until it

reached the stage of completion (telos, 5056) — “the end” (Heb. 3:14).

126 Heb. 3:15 - while it is said, “TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE”: Once again quoting from the last part of
Psalm 95:7, the writer is intent upon reinforcing the present necessity of his readers’ holding fast the beginning of
their assurance firm until the end (Heb. 3:14). There are opportunities for service that are only available at certain
times. If we do not hold fast the beginning of our assurance consistently, we will ultimately miss opportunities for
serving God. Once an opportunity closes, it is not recoverable. Great consistency in faith and obedience is necessary
to fulfill our potential in our Christian lives. The issue here is not salvation. The issue is opportunity for greatness in
service.

27 Heb. 3:15 - DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS: Once again, the writer quoted the first words of Psalm
95:8. A heart that refuses to trust God has become a hard heart. “Do not harden” is the negative me + the Aorist
Subjunctive 2™ Person Plural, Active Voice of skléruné (4645), used as an Imperative. Sklérund is used in the literal
sense as a medical term to refer to that which becomes thickened or hardened. For example, in English, sclerosis of
the liver is hardening of the liver.

In the NT skléruno is used but six times, and only in the metaphorical, spiritual sense. It is used in reference to
Jewish synagogue members becoming hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way (of Jesus) (Acts 19:9); of
the fact that, that though God extends mercy to whomsoever He wishes, He nonetheless “hardens whom He desires”
(Rom 9:18). In Heb. 3:13, the readers are to comfort one another daily so that not a single one of them would be
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. Three times in Hebrews it is used in reference to the command, quoting Psalm
95:8, that the readers were not to harden their hearts (Heb. 3:8, 15; 4:7) (emphasis mine). The use of the imperative
signifies that this is a volitional matter — the readers can choose whether or not they wish to harden their hearts by not
trusting God. The use of the active voice suggests that readers actively harden their own hearts, instead of having
their hearts hardened by some external force. The use of the Aorist tense suggests that readers reach a moment of
“critical mass” in their lives when they must, at a point in time, resist hardening their hearts. Perhaps persecution
from Jewish acquaintances or officials was causing these Jewish Christians to whom the writer was writing to
contemplate jettisoning their faith in Jesus as their Messiah. To do so would amount to a deliberate choice to harden
their own hearts. Repeatedly, the writer exhorts his readers not to do so!

128 Heb. 3:15 - AS WHEN THE PROVOKED ME: NASB footnote: “Lit in the rebellion.” JTB: Literally, “as in
the provocation” (parapikrasmos, 3894), used only here and in Heb. 3:8 in the NT. See the footnote on this phrase in
Heb. 3:8.
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E 2 The sin of Israel 3:16

G 1 The provocation of some: {16} For who provoked Him when
they had heard? '*

G 2 The refraining of some: Indeed, did not all those who came out
of Egypt led by Moses? '*°

E 3 The objects of God's anger 3:17

G 1 They who had sinned: {17} And with whom was He angry for
forty years?

G 2 Their resultant deaths: Was it not with those who sinned, whose
bodies fell in the wilderness?

E 4 The objects of God's oath 3:18

G 1 The sentence of not entering His rest: {18} And to whom did He
swear that they would not enter His rest,

G 2 Those who believed not: but to those who were disobedient? 3!
E 5 The final conclusion 3:19

G 1 The fact of the exclusion from rest: {19} So we see that they
were not able to enter '

12 Heb. 3:16 - For who provoked Him when they had heard?: The word “provoked” is the verb parapikrainé
(3893), the verbal counterpart to the noun parapikrasmos (3894), used only in Heb. 3:8, 15. Parapikrainé is used
only here in the entire NT. In an absolute and intransitive sense, it means to rebel, to be disobedient, or to be
recalcitrant. According to Friberg, this is its probable meaning here in Heb. 3:16. Again, according to Friberg,
possibly it is used here in a transitive sense, to provoke or make angry. Using Friberg’s probably meaning, literally,
the text reads, “For who of those having heard, rebelled?” The writer answers his question in the next clause.

130 Heb. 3:16 - did not all those who came out of Egypt led by Moses?: Literally, “— but not all of the ones

exiting out of Egypt through Moses?” It is amazing, but true, that the entire first generation of Israelis redeemed from
Egypt by Moses failed to exercise faith at a critical point in time. With the exception of Caleb and Joshua, every one
of them was disqualified from entry into the Promised Land. The writer of Hebrews is not saying they lost their
salvation. He is saying they were disqualified from the “rest” of Canaan (Heb. 3:18; 4:1). They forfeited God’s best
plan for their lives, and they forfeited the ability to serve God in His kingdom, in the land. They did so because they
did not trust God sufficiently. Their failure to trust God and their consequent exclusion from entry into the land is
described in Numbers 13:1-14:45.

31 Heb. 3:18 - disobedient: The word is the plural Aorist participle of apeitheo (544), to disobey. Literally, “the
ones having disobeyed.” The meaning is very close to “disbelieve.” To disbelieve is to disobey. The writer will use
this word again in Hebrews 11:31 to describe the people of Jericho, who, unlike Rahab, did not believe in the God of
Israel, and thus disobeyed and consequently perished.

132 Heb. 3:19 - they were not able to enter: “To enter” is the Aorist Infinitive of eiserchomai (1525). At a point in

time, namely, the incident at Kadesh-Barnea, the entire first generation of Exodus Israelis were unable to enter the
Promised Land of Canaan. The reason? As the next phrase points out — because of their unbelief. The writer uses this
word a surprising 15X in Hebrews. Eight of those occurrences have to do with the present topic of entering the land
of Canaan or entering the rest of God (Heb. 3:11, 18, 19; 4:1, 3, 5, 6, 10, 11). Other references center mostly, but not
entirely, upon the work of Christ or the work of a priest (Heb. 6:19, 20; 9:12, 24, 25; 10:5).
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G2 The exclusion due to unbelief: because of unbelief. '**
C 2 The Urging of the Readers to Enter the Rest of God 4:1-13
D1 The challenge to fear 4:1-2
E 1 The exhortation to fear: {1} Therefore, let us fear if, 4:1a

E 2 The fact of the promise of rest: while a promise remains of entering
His rest, ** 4:1b

E 3 The possibility of failing to realize the promise: any one of you may
seem to have come short of it. ** 4:1¢

133 Heb. 3:19 - because of unbelief: “Unbelief” is apistia (570), the absence of faith (pistis, 4102). Apistia is used
in Hebrews only in Heb. 3:12, 19. Disobedience can always be traced to unbelief. We disobey God or some human
because we don’t trust that person or we don’t believe we will be better off if we obey than if we disobey. In either
case, we fail to value what God or that person says.

34 Heb. 4:1 - while a promise remains of entering His rest: A proper understanding of the word “rest”

(katapausis, 2663) is essential to a proper interpretation of the letter to the Hebrews. According to Constable, there
are five views of the “rest” in Hebrews: (1) Heaven. (2) Present rest in (enjoyment of) our riches in Christ. (3) Future
(eschatological) enjoyment of all that God wants us to enjoy (i.e. our full inheritance). (4) Some particular blessing
in the eschatological future. (5) A peaceful life now as Christians. Constable chooses view # 3 as the best view. I
agree with him, but would combine views # 3 and # 4 as the best alternative. The comments of the late Zane Hodges
(TBKC, p. 787) are worth noting here. (I have edited Hodges’ explanation only to fill out incomplete Scripture
references and to add linked Strong’s number):

The writer’s concept of “rest” must not be separated from its Old Testament roots. The Septuagint includes
notable passages where the word for rest (katapausis, 2663), in connection with Israel’s possession of the
land, is clearly paralleled with the word for inheritance (kléronomia, 2817). Moses showed clearly (Deut.
3:18-20; 12:9-11) that for Israel their rest was their inheritance. In the same way it is natural to suppose that
the term “rest” for the writer of Hebrews was a functional equivalent for a Christian’s inheritance. That
Christians are “heirs” he has already affirmed (Heb. 1:14) and will shortly do so again (Heb. 6:12, 17; cf.
9:15). How exactly he understood their relationship to this inheritance will unfold as his argument proceeds.
But the inheritance itself can hardly be divorced from his presentation of Messiah’s kingdom and His
“partners’” share in that. If this needed explicit confirmation, it could be found in Heb. 12:28.

Here is another explanation of the NT believer’s promised rest, as presented by Tom Constable:

The writer used the term "rest" as Moses did, as an equivalent to entering into all the inheritance that God
promised His people (Deut. 3:18-20; 12:9-11; cf. Heb. 1:14; 3:11, 18; 4:3-5, 10-11; 6:12, 17). For the
Christian, this inheritance is everything that God desires to bestow on us when we see Him.[163] It is an
eschatological rest, not a present rest. We enter into our rest after we cease from our labors in this life. We
then enter into our "Sabbath rest," the rest that follows a full period of work (i.e., a lifetime; cf. vv. 9-11). 1
believe this is the correct view.

“Entering His rest” is not a journey for the slothful, lackadaisical, or the faint-hearted. As the writer himself
intimates, that journey is a life-long marathon (Heb. 12:1), one in which one’s eyes must be fixed on Jesus (Heb.
12:2). This marathon is one in which there is a danger of growing weary and losing heart (Heb. 12:3). It includes
resisting all evil to the point of shedding blood (Heb. 12:4). It will require great diligence, faith, moral excellence,
knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love. Those who practice these things will
never stumble, and an “entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly
supplied to you” (2 Pet. 1:5-11).

135 Heb. 4:1 - any one of you may seen to have come short of it: The writer was concerned that not a single one

of his readers would miss God’s rest.
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E 4 Israel's response to the good news 4:2

G 1 The hearers’ access to good news: {2} For indeed we have had
good news "*° preached to us,

G 2 The similar situation: just as they also;

G 3 No profit realized by the Israelis in Moses’ day: but the word
they heard did not profit them,

G 4 The causal lack of faith: because it was not united by faith *” in
those who heard.

D 2 Israel's exclusion from the rest allows the inclusion of the believing readers
4:3-10

E 1 Those who believe have entered that rest: {3} For we who have
believed enter '*® that rest, 4:3a

E 2 Israel did not enter 4:3b-5
G 1 God's oath of wrath 4:3b
H 1 Israel could not enter: just as He has said, "AS I SWORE

IN MY WRATH, THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY
REST,” 139

H 2 Entrance refused despite God's finished creation work:
although His works were finished from the foundation of

136 Heb. 4:2 - good news: “What is the "good news" that both the Israelites and the original readers of this epistle
had heard preached to them? It was probably the news about their inheritance and the possibility of entering into
their "rest." This seems clear from the context. This is not a reference to the gospel message.” (Constable)

137 4:2 - because it was not united by faith (in those who heard): Faith (pistis, 4102) is the single-most essential

requirement for gaining God’s approval (Gen. 15:6; Rom. 4:3, 20-22; Gal. 3:6; James 2:23; Heb. 11:6). The most
glaring fault of the first-generation Israelis, when asked at Kadesh-Barnea to conquer the Canaanite population, was
an absence of faith (Num. 13:25-33; 14:1-10). They refused to believe that God could help them conquer the
inhabitants of Canaan, and they rebelled against God and Moses.

138 4:3 - enter: The Present tense, plural indicative of eiserchomai, 1525. “We ones having believed” (Aorist
Participle, first person plural of pisteuo, 4100) presently are entering into rest. But it is a process that will not be
completed until Jesus says, “Well done, good slave, because you have been faithful in a very little thing, you are to
be in authority over ten cities” (Luke 19:7).

139 4:3 - THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST: The writer quotes Ps. 95:11. The first generation of Israelis,
confronted with the task of conquering Canaan, failed to trust God. They rejected the notion that He would faithfully
help them conquer the land of Canaan. So God swore in His wrath that they would not enter His rest (Num. 14:20-
23, 26-30; Deut. 1:34-35; Ps. 95:8-11; Heb. 3:11). By that He meant the rest of living in conquered land, the Land
that God had promised to Abram and to His descendants. The entire first generation of the sons of Israel, with the
exception of Caleb and Joshua, were barred from entering the Promised Land. Instead of resting in Canaan with
God’s blessing and provision, they wandered in the wilderness for forty years until all of that generation had died off.
Their corpses littered the wilderness. They had failed to enter God’s rest.
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the world. '*

G2 God's sabbath rest: {4} For He has said somewhere concerning
the seventh day: "AND GOD RESTED ON THE SEVENTH
DAY FROM ALL HIS WORKS"; ! 4:4

G 3 The reiteration of refusal: {5} and agaln in this passage, "THEY
SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST." * 4:5

E 3 The argument from logic 4:6-8

G 1 Therest is to be entered by someone: {6} Therefore, since it
remains for some to enter it, '** 4:6a

G 2 The historical Israeli failure due to unbelief: and those who
formerly had good news preached to them '** failed to enter
because of disobedience, '*° 4:6b

G 3 The latter failure 4:7-8

H 1 David's repetition of the command to cease the heart-
hardening 4:7

J1 God’s issuing of another opportunity to enter His
rest: {7} He again fixes a certain day, "Today,"

149 Hebrews 4:3 - His works were finished from the foundation of the world: As the next verse reveals, the writer

is suggesting that, from the very time of God’s completion of creation (Gen. 1:1-2:4), He rested, and He had planned
a similar rest for His people. That rest included the rest of Jewish people participating in God’s kingdom in Israel,
but it also included a rest for participating in Christ’s Millennial and Eternal kingdom for both Israelis and Gentiles.

'“! Heb. 4:4 - AND GOD RESTED ON THE SEVENTH DAY FROM ALL HIS WORKS: The writer quotes
Gen. 2:2, establishing God’s “Sabbath Rest.” He will refer to this “Sabbath Rest” available to the readers of His day
(Heb. 4:9).

'42 Heb. 4:5 - THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST: Once again, a quotation from Ps. 95:11.

'3 Heb. 4:6 - since it remains for some to enter it: Since the first generation of Israelis failed to enter the

“Sabbath Rest” of participating in God’s kingdom in the Promised Land of Canaan, the way is left open for others to
inherit that rest.

144 Heb. 4:6 - those who formerly had good news preached to them: The writer refers to the first generation of

Israelis, the “Exodus / Sinai” generation. The “good news” was not the gospel Paul preached (1 Cor. 15:1-8), but in
many respects it bore similarities to the “gospel of the kingdom” proclaimed by Jesus (Matt. 4:23; 9:35; 24:14; Luke
4:43; 8:1; 16:16) and by Philip (Acts 8:12). Had they believed God, the “Exodus / Sinai” generation would have
been able to participate meaningfully in God’s kingdom in the Promised Land of Canaan. The phrase “had good
news preached to them” translates the single Aorist Passive Participle euaggelizo (2097). It is used only twice in this
letter — in Heb. 4:2, 6.

145 Heb. 4:6 - failed to enter because of disobedience: “Disobedience” is apeitheia (543), appearing 6X in the

NT, and always translated “disobedience” in the NASB. It appears 2X in Hebrews at Heb. 4:6, 11. Elsewhere, in
Rom. 11:30, 32; Eph. 2:2; 5:6. The first generation of Israelis failed to believe God could help them conquer
Canaan, and they refused to enter into battle (Num. 14) following the twelve spies’ mixed reports (Num. 13). Failure
to obey is connected with failure to believe.
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saying through David '*® after so long a time just as
has been said before,

J 2 The statement of the opportunity: "TODAY IF YOU
HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR
HEARTS." '

H 2 The deduction that, if Joshua had given them rest, David
wouldn't have spoken of another day 4:8

J'1 The failure of Joshua: {8} For if Joshua had given
them rest, '3

J 2 The reality of another day: He would not have
spoken of another day after that. 4:8

E 4 The conclusion 4:9-10

16 Heb. 47 - through David: It is interesting that, though there is no superscription indicating Davidic authorship

of Psalm 97, the writer of Hebrews ascribes Davidic authorship to Psalm 97. The ultimate author of all Scripture, as
the writer indicates, is God.

Y7 Heb. 4:7 - TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS: The writer quotes a
portion of Psalm 95:7-8.

'8 Heb. 4:8 - if Joshua had given them rest: We are forced to conclude that the author of Hebrews defines “rest”
as more than Israel merely dwelling in the Promised Land. And he is not alone. David, in Psalm 95:6-7b has just
exhorted the people of Israel, who reside in the land of Israel, “Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel
before the LORD our Maker. For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand....”
David must have anticipated that some of the people of Israel, even at that juncture, possessed hard hearts and would
not listen to Yahweh. We can see this in that David continued, his next breath, in Psa. 95:7c-8a, “Today, if you
would hear His voice, do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, ....” etc. So for David, Israelis living in the Promised
Land of Canaan, even at almost the greatest extent of Israeli sovereignty over the surrounding nations, could never
be enough if not all of the peoples’ hearts were in tune with God! Frankly, that cannot possibly happen until Jesus,
the Jewish King, returns to reign over the nation, and there is a national revival, and there is national salvation under
the terms of the New Covenant (Isa. 59:20-21; Jer. 31:27-37). By national salvation, I mean that every Jewish person
will be a believer in Jesus as his Messiah and Jewish people will possess the complete land of Israel at its greatest
promised extent. The OT Scriptures predict national repentance and revival (Zech. 12:10-13:1) with all the rebels
removed forever from the land (Ezek. 20:33-38). Paul anticipates that time when all Israel will be saved (Rom.
11:25-27). In other words, the day when Israel permanently and irrevocably enters the promised rest will not occur
until the Millennial Kingdom initially, and ultimately, until the Eternal State, in New Jerusalem, associated with New
Earth (Rev. 21:1-22:5).

That having been said, the author is writing to Hebrew Christians of the first century. Like their OT
counterparts, these were also connected with the nation of Israel as Messianic Jews. Unlike their OT counterparts,
they were also a part of the Church. So how does that play out in the Millennial Kingdom and upon New Earth?

Though the parable given was a Jewish parable, I believe it also has application for the Gentile Christians.
Jesus gave His parable of the royal heir with ten slaves (Luke 19:11-27) as an illustration of the fact that His
kingdom rule was going to be delayed. He would need to go to a distant country (Heaven) in order to receive His
kingdom. When He received His kingdom, He would return to rule. Meanwhile, He assigned His slaves to invest on
His behalf during His absence. Each slave was rewarded, according to His faithfulness, with the corresponding role
of assisting the King in ruling His empire. The more faithful the investment during the King’s absence, the greater
the responsibility in ruling would be assigned during the Kingdom. I believe that entering the Sabbath Rest of God
means living my life in such faithfulness to the King that I will be able to assist Him greatly in His Kingdom. That
applies not only to His Kingdom during the Thousand Years upon this present decaying Earth. It also applies to my
ability to serve Him throughout eternity during His Eternal Co-Regency with His Father upon New Earth.
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G 1 There is a rest for God's people: {9} So there remains a Sabbath
rest '*° for the people of God. 4:9

G 2 The state of those in the rest 4:10

H1 Cessation from work: {10} For the one who has entered
His rest has himself also rested from his works,

H2 The precedent of God: as God did from His.
D 3 The challenge to the readers 4:11-13
E 1 The urge to enter the rest 4:11

G 1 The necessity of ur§ent effort: {11} Therefore let us be diligent
to enter that rest, '°

G2 The Prevention of failing through unbelief: so that no one will
fall, ! through following the same example of disobedience. '**

149 Heb. 4:9 - Sabbath rest: These two words translate the single Greek sabbatismos (4520), used only here in the
NT. It is obviously related to the word “Sabbath” (sabbaton, 4521), “seventh,” which refers to the hallowed seventh
day of the week, in which Israelis were forbidden to perform any manner of work (Ex. 20:8-11; 31:16-17). The
Sabbath was to be both a commemoration of God’s resting on the seventh day (Gen. 2:1-3) and a perpetual sign of
the relation of the nation of Israel to God (Ex. 31:12-17). But the context of Hebrews 4:9 does not center on the
keeping of the Sabbath so much as it does upon entering an exalted status of rest. God finished His work of creation
and rested on the Sabbath day (Gen. 1:1-2:3). Similarly God’s people are exhorted to enter that status of Sabbath rest
in which they cease from all self-effort. If the Messianic Son of man is Lord of the Sabbath (Matt. 12:8), surely He is
Lord also of the Sabbath rest (Heb. 4:9). The Sabbath Rest of which the writer of Hebrews speaks must certainly
mean the time when Messiah is Lord of all — i.e., the Millennial Kingdom initially, followed by the Eternal State
headquartered in New Jerusalem, capital city of New Earth.

"0 Heb. 4:11 - let us be diligent to enter that rest: “Let us be diligent” is the hortatory aorist plural subjunctive of
spoudadzo (4704). Its most basic meaning is to “make haste,” and connotes urgency of effort. (We derive our
English verb “to speed” from this word.) Since the writer of Hebrews is urging maximum effort and urgency, we
must conclude the “rest” of which he is speaking is not “salvation rest”. We believers enter that rest the moment we
trust in Jesus. The urgency of which the writer speaks is required of us believers all our mortal lives. We must
urgently exert effort all through our lives to serve the Messiah faithfully, preparing for His coming Kingdom. We
will only enter that rest when we participate with Him in His kingdom (initially His Millennial Kingdom and
ultimately His co-regency from New Jerusalem over New Earth). In that glorified air, we will cease from our own
efforts and be empowered solely by His effort through His Spirit. But faithfulness in this life will predetermine
usefulness in the next life (Luke 19:11-27). That is why we can never quit serving the King in this life! All of our
Christian lives must be an urgent commitment to serving the King! Joseph C. Dillow, quoted by Constable, states it
this way:

We enter into rest only when we persevere in faith to the end of life. When we do this, we will obtain a
share in the inheritance, the millennial land of Canaan, and will rule with Christ as one of His metochoi
[partners] there. Rest is not just the land itself; it also includes the state or condition of 'finished work,' of
final perseverance, into which the faithful Christian will enter. God has not set aside His promises to Israel.
The promise of the inheritance, the land, is eternally valid, and those Christians who remain faithful to their
Lord to the end of life will share in that inheritance along with the Old Testament saints.

'3 Heb. 4:11 - so that no one will fall: The word “fall” is the aorist subjunctive 3S of the verb pipt6 (4098). The
writer has already used this verb in Heb. 3:17, where he spoke, tellingly, of the first generation of Israclis who
disbelieved God and sinned, and whose bodies fell in the wilderness! He will use it again when he states that it was
on account of the faith of the second generation of Israclis that the walls of Jericho fell when the people encircled the
city for seven days (Heb. 11:30)! In Heb. 4:11 he writes so that not one of the Christians who read his tome will fall



http://www.studylight.org/lexicons/greek/gwview.cgi?n=4520
http://www.studylight.org/lexicons/greek/gwview.cgi?n=4521
http://wordexplain.com/glossaryi.html#Israelis
http://wordexplain.com/glossarya.html#Aorist
http://www.studylight.org/lexicons/greek/gwview.cgi?n=4704
http://soniclight.com/constable/notes/htm/NT/Hebrews/Hebrews.htm#_ednref171
http://wordexplain.com/glossarya.html#Aorist
http://www.studylight.org/lexicons/greek/gwview.cgi?n=4098
http://wordexplain.com/glossaryi.html#Israelis
http://wordexplain.com/glossaryi.html#Israelis

Annotated Outline of Hebrews by James T. Bartsch, WordExplain.com 36

E2 God's knowledge of man's true inner state 4:12-13
G 1 The all-discerning Word 4:12

H1 It's living, dynamic nature: {12} For the word of God is
living °

H2 Its power: and active
H 3 Its sharpness: and sharper than any two-edged sword,

J'1 Divider of soul and spirit: and Piercing as far as the
division of soul "** and spirit, >

from the position of inheriting all the blessings of Christ’s millennial and eternal kingdom, just as the first generation
did not participate in the blessings of entry into and living in Canaan. He is not talking about losing one’s salvation.
He is talking about losing one’s usefulness and service in the Kingdom.

152 Heb. 4:11 - through following the same example of disobedience: “Disobedience” is apeitheia (543), which

the writer already used in Heb. 4:6. It means disobedience to the Divine will. The first generation of Israelis
disobeyed by not trusting that God would help them conquer Canaan (Num. 13-14). The writer warns his readers not
to follow their bad example (hupodeigma, 5262), used in Hebrews only here and later in Heb. 8:5; 9:23 (where it is
translated, respectively, “copy,” and “copies”).

'53 Heb. 4:12 - For the word of God is living: The reason all believers should be diligent to enter the Millennial

Rest of Christ’s Kingdom is that God’s Word does not consist merely of lifeless words printed in a document or a
book. God’s Word (logos, 3056) is alive (zad, 2198), active (energés, 1756), and sharper (fomos, 5114) than the
sharpest sword! We will be judged by God’s Word, whether spoken or written. And God’s Word may also refer to
the Living Word of God (John 1:1, 14; Rev. 19:13), Jesus Himself, who will finally judge (John 5:22, 27) and
evaluate the actions and motives of every believer at the Judgment Seat of Christ (Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10).

154 Heb. 4:12 - soul: The noun is psuché (5590). We derive our English word “psyche” or “psychology” from
psuché. According to Friberg, the term is a “many-sided word with the meaning derived from the context.” (1) It can
refer to one’s physical existence. In this case it is typically translated “life.” Examples include Matt. 6:25; Acts
20:24; Rom. 11:3; 1 John 3:16; Rev. 16:3. NASB translates psuché as “life” or “lives” 43X. (2) It can refer to the
inanimate quality of human existence as opposed to its physical quality. In this case it is typically translated as
“soul.” The NASB translates psuché as “soul” or “souls” 47X. Examples include Matt. 10:28; 1 Thess. 5:23; Heb.
4:12; 3 John 1:2; Rev. 20:4. Here in Heb. 4:12, the writer may be distinguishing between actions performed in this
life merely for the purpose of natural existence (psuché) as opposed to actions performed for a spiritual (pneuma,
4151) purpose. The point is that God’s Word can distinguish the difference. In Heb. 4:12, the writer contrasts two
distinguishable parts of the immaterial part of man (soul and spirit) with two distinguishable part of the material part
of man (joints and marrow).

Theologians have argued whether man is dichotomous (consisting only of material and immaterial qualities) —
body and soul/spirit; or whether his existence is trichotomous (consisting of body, soul, and spirit). I, for one, refuse
to argue with the writer of Hebrews. He insists that God’s Word is able to distinguish between soul and spirit.
Therefore, man is trichotomous, consisting of body, soul, and spirit (1 Thess. 5:23). The spirit is how man can
commune with God. The soul is how man communicates with himself and with others. The body is how man’s soul
and spirit exist in the created world.

155 Heb. 4:12 - spirit: The noun is pneuma (4151). The word can mean either “breath/wind” or “spirit”. In Jesus’

conversation with Nicodemus, He used both meanings in one sentence (John 3:8)! English uses of the Greek pneuma
are weighted towards “wind” or “air.” Diseased lungs are called “pneumonia.” Tools operating on compressed air
are called “pneumatic” tools. A few NT passages mean “air”: for example, 2 Thess. 2:8; Rev. 11:11; 13:15. But in
NT usage, translations are heavily weighted toward the word “spirit.” Most frequently, pneuma refers to the Holy
Spirit (pneuma is often accompanied by the word “Holy”, hagios, 40) (Matt. 1:18; Acts 1:2; Rom. 5:5; 1 Cor. 6:19;
Heb. 2:4, etc.). Less frequently, it refers to the human spirit (e.g., Matt. 5:3; 26:41; Luke 1:47; 8:55; John 4:24;
11:33; 13:21; 19:30; Rom. 1:9; 1 Cor. 2:11; Php. 4:23; 1 Thess. 5:23; Heb. 4:12; 12:23; James 2:26; 1 Pet. 3:4).
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J2 Divider of 6]'oints and marrow: of both joints and
marrow, '’

J 3 Its discernment of the heart's thoughts and intents:
and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the
heart. **7

G 2 The omniscient God 4:13

H 1 The transparency of all creatures before Him: {13} And
there is no creature hidden from His sight, '**

H 2 His viewing of all things: but all things are open and laid
bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do. **

B 5 The Superiority of the Messianic Son to Aaron 4:14 - 10:18
C1 The More Accessible High Priest 4:14-16
D1 The basis for the appeal 4:14a

E 1 The present possession of the writer and his readers: {14} Therefore,
since we have

E 2 The elevated status of that which they possess — a great high priest

Occasionally the meaning is “unclean spirit” sometimes known as “demons” (Matt. 10:1; Acts 8:7; Rev. 16:13-14).

In the book of Hebrews, the uses are varied. In Heb. 1:7, pneuma is “winds” — God makes His messengers
(“angels”) “winds” and “a flame of fire.” In Heb. 1:14, God’s messengers (angels) are ministering “spirits.” In Heb.
12:9, God is called “the Father of spirits.” In Heb. 4:12 and Heb. 12:23, the author referred to the human “spirit” and
human “spirits.” All the other references are to the Holy Spirit (Heb. 2:4; 3:7; 6:4; 9:8; 10:15). The author also refers
to the Holy Spirit as “the eternal Spiri#” (Heb. 9:14) and “the Spirit of grace” (Heb. 10:29).

In Heb. 4:11-12, the point is the readers must hasten to enter the rest of Christ’s kingdom because God’s Word
is able distinguish between merely human efforts made by one’s soul (psuché, 5590) and by efforts made by one’s
human spirit (preuma, 4151), but assisted by God.

136 Heb. 4:12 - joints and marrow: Just as joints (harmos, 719) and marrow (muelos, 3452) in the human body

can be distinguished, so the Word of God is able to distinguish between soul (psuchée, 5590) and spirit (pneuma,
4151) in the human condition.

57 Heb. 4:12 - and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart: Here is the crux of the matter. God’s

Word is able to evaluate our thoughts and our motives. We cannot fool God. We must, therefore, exert effort, make
haste (Heb. 4:11) to enter Christ’s Millennial and Kingdom rest (Luke 19:11-27).

'8 Heb. 4:13 - no creature hidden from his sight: This continues the thought of Heb. 4:11-12 — we need to be

diligent to enter Christ’s kingdom rest because the Word (logos, 3056) of God scrutinizes every action, attitude, and
motive of ours. No one can hide from God’s Word!

159 Heb. 4:13 - with whom we have to do: There is a play on words here that is not evident in the English

translation. We need to be diligent to enter God’s rest (Heb. 4:11) because God’s word (logos, 3056) is very
discerning (Heb. 4:12), and all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him, literally, “with whom we have the
word (logos, 3056).”
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G 1 His elevated stature: a great high priest '®°
G 2 His elevated situation: who has passed through the heavens, '
G 3 His elevated pedigree: Jesus the Son of God, '
D2 The essence of the writer’s appeal: let us hold fast our confession. '** 4:14b
D 3 The reasons for the writer’s appeal 4:15

E 1 Our high priest’s experience of humanity: {15} For we do not have a
high priest '** who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, '*°

E 2 Our high priest’s experience with resistance to temptation

'O Heb. 4:14 - a great high priest: “High priest” translates the single word archierus (749). This is now the third

time in Hebrews the writer has identified Jesus as “high priest.” Earlier, he did so in Heb. 2:17 and 3:1. Here are his
references to Jesus as “high priest” in the remainder of the book: Heb. 4:14, 15; 5:5, 10; 6:20; 7:26; 8:1, 3; 9:11. It is
apparent that the writer of Hebrews considers Jesus’ present role, since His ascension to heaven, as being primarily
that of Priest, as opposed to Prophet or King. Jesus is an unusual Priest, however, inasmuch as He is Priest after the
order of Melchizedek, who was a King/Priest. So it is not surprising that this Priest, Jesus, presently sits on a throne
(Heb. 4:16). But this is the throne of God (Heb. 1:8; 8:1; 12:2), not the throne of David (Luke 1:32). Jesus has begun
His Messianic Priesthood, but He has not yet begun His Messianic Kingdom. That awaits His return to earth, the
realm in which David reigned (Psa. 110:1-2).

1! Heb. 4:14 - passed through the heavens: This refers to Jesus’ ascension into heaven (Luke 24:50-51; Mark

16:19; Acts 1:9-10; Eph. 4:10; Heb. 6:19-20; 8:1-2; 9:24).

162 Heb. 4:14 - Jesus the Son of God: It can be argued that Jesus’ Sonship is directly linked, not to His pre-

existing, pre-incarnate status (after all, He is called the eternal Word (logos, 3056) of God in John 1:1, 14), but to
His Messianic (Anointed) status. God publicly identified Jesus as His beloved Son immediately after His anointment
with the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:16-17; Mark 1:10-11; Luke 3:22; John 1:32-34). This is in keeping with God’s promise
to David concerning his seed, “I will be a Father to him and he will be a son to Me” (2 Sam. 7:14). After Jesus’
baptism God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Thus Jesus became God’s ultimate Anointed One (Messiah; Christ).
He was anointed to be the Ultimate Prophet, Ultimate Priest, and Ultimate King. In Hebrews 4:14, it is Jesus’
ascension to heaven as the Great High Priest that is in view. It is as Anointed Priest, descendant of David, that He is
called “Jesus the Son of God.”

163 Heb. 4:14 - let us hold fast our confession: “confession” is homologia, 3671. The writer has already used this

word in 3:1, referring to “Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession”. Here in 4:14, he exhorts his readers
to “hold fast our confession.” He will do so again in 10:23, in connection with another “warning” passage. There he
will say, “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering ....” Clearly the writer is concerned lest his
readers renege on their confession of faith in Jesus.

164 Heb. 4:15 - high priest: The writer again refers to Jesus as “high priest” (archierus, 749).

165 Heb. 4:15 - who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses: Though Jesus is fully God, He is also fully man. As

such, He is able to sympathize (sumpatheo, 4834 — used only here and in Heb.10:34 in the NT) fully with our human
frailties (weaknesses, astheneia, 769). The context dictates the meaning of astheneia. Often it refers to literal human
sickness (Luke 5:15; 8:2; 13:11-12; John 5:5; 11:4; Acts 28:9; Gal. 4:13; 1 Tim. 5:23). At other times it refers to
moral ineptitude (Rom. 6:19). At yet other times, as here, it refers to human frailty (Rom. 8:26; 1 Cor. 2:3; 2 Cor.
11:30; 12:5, 9-10; 13:4; Heb. 4:15; 5:2; 7:28; 11:34). Jesus was subject to the same conditions as we: He grew weary
(John 4:6), sleepy (Mark 4:38), hungry (Matt. 21:18; Luke 4:2), thirsty (John 19:28), angry (Mark 3:5), grieved
(Mark 3:5), and frustrated (Matt. 8:26; 14:31; 16:8-11). So He is the perfect high priest, able to balance the standards
of perfect God with the frailties of mortal man.
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G 1 His undergoing all types of temptation: but One who has been
tempted in all things as we are, '®°

G 2 His exemption from a sin nature: yet without sin. '®’

D 4 The conclusion of the writer’s appeal: {16} Therefore let us draw near with
confidence to the throne of grace, '** 4:16

E 1 To find mercy: so that we may receive mercy

196 Heb. 4:15 - but One who has been tempted in all things as we are: Literally, “but One having been tempted in

all things with similarity ....” “One having been tempted” is the perfect passive participle of peiradzo (3985). Satan
tempted (Matt. 4:1, 3; Mark 1:13; Luke 4:2) Jesus to sin against God, but without success. The scribes, Pharisees,
and Sadducees repeatedly tempted/tested Jesus to trap Him in His words (Matt. 16:1; 19:3; 22:18; 22:35; Mark 8:11;
10:2; 12:15; Luke 11:16; John 8:6), but were unsuccessful. Peiradzo is not always negative. Jesus tested Philip to see
what He would do (John 6:5-6); the newly converted Saul tested to see if he could associate with the Jerusalem
disciples, but they were afraid of him (Acts 9:26); Paul and Silas tested to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus
would not permit them to do so (Acts 16:7); God tested Abraham (Heb. 11:17). But when God or Jesus peiradzo
someone, they are never soliciting them to do evil (James 1:13, 14). God and Jesus peiradzo us in order to build up
our faith, not destroy it and cause us to sin. We have already encountered this concept being tempted (peiradzo) in
that which He suffered. Thus He is able to give aid to those who are tempted (Heb. 2:18). Peiradzo is used in
Hebrews in Heb. 2:18; 3:9; 4:15; 11:17, 37.

'7 Heb. 4:15 - without sin: The writer is careful to protect the pristine, sinless humanity of Jesus. Though He was

tempted in every aspect, never once was He found guilty of sin (hamartia, 266). Jesus never committed an act of sin.
Furthermore, he inherited no sin nature from Adam. How was this prevented? My best guess is that God implanted
an uncontaminated embryo in Mary’s womb. If Jesus (and His ancestors) were on earth today, and He would permit
us to run a DNA test on Him, I believe we could genetically demonstrate that he is a descendant of Mary and of King
David, of Abraham and Adam, but not of Joseph, His surrogate father.

It is my belief that Jesus did not sin because He could not sin. (Theologians call the possibility of Jesus’ sinning
posse peccare; the impossibility of sinning, posse non peccare.) Satan tempted Jesus to induce Him to fail. God
permitted Satan to tempt Jesus to demonstrate that He could not fail. His incapacity to sin does not invalidate the
reality of Jesus’ temptations. What other man could have gone forty days without eating, and not given in to Satan’s
temptation to turn stones into bread (Matt 4:1-4)? Jesus is God come in the flesh (John 1:1, 14, 18). If we say that
Jesus could have sinned, we also must say that it is possible for God to sin. The Scriptures speak otherwise (2 Tim.
2:13; Tit. 1:2; Heb. 6:18).

'8 Heb. 4:16 - let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace: The writer makes his application. Since

we have a high priest who can sympathize with our weaknesses, let us draw near to the throne of grace. “Draw near”
translates the present tense subjunctive mood of proserchomai (4334). It is a “hortatory subjunctive,” exhorting or
urging readers constantly to be drawing near to the throne. The writer uses this word in Heb. 4:16; 7:25; 10:22;
11:16; 12:18, 22.

Not only are we to approach the throne continually, we are to do so with “confidence” (parrésia, 3954) “an
attitude of openness that stems from freedom and lack of fear” (Friberg). The writer uses this word in Heb. 3:6; 4:16;
10:19, 35. It is an attitude that the victorious believer must exude (Heb. 3:6; 10:35).

We are continually, freely to approach the throne (thronos, 2362) of grace. The writer uses thronos 4X — Heb.
1:18; 4:16; 8:1; 12:2. This single throne is large enough to seat two — Jesus, and “the Majesty in the heavens,” God
Himself (Heb. 8:1; 12:2; Rev. 3:21; 4:2-3). Apparently they two will sit jointly throughout eternity on the throne in
New Jerusalem (Rev. 22:1, 3). We call this a Co-Regency.

The throne on which Jesus now sits is a throne of grace (charis, 5485), God’s kindness and helpfulness toward
us needy believers. God has done and will continue to do everything He can to assist us believers in our oft-times
wearying journey through life. He is kindly-disposed towards us.

I should here mention that, in the book of Hebrews, Jesus is seated on the throne not as king, but as priest. That
is consistent with its being termed a “throne of grace.” Remember that Jesus, like Melchizedek, is a King-Priest. In
the present age He is emphasizing his priestly (Ps. 110:4), not His royal ministry. The latter emphasis awaits His
return to earth (Psalm 2:4-12; 110:1-3, 5-7).
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E2 To find grace during need: and find grace '® to help in time of need.
C2 The Better Priest in Essence 5:1-10
D1 The problem of sin for an ordinary priest 5:1-3
E 1 His human role 5:1-2a

G 1 Chosen from among men: {1} For every high priest taken from
among men '’ 5:1a

G 2 Ordained for men in Godly things: is appointed '"' on behalf of
men in things pertaining to God, 5:1b-2:a

H 1 To offer for sins: in order to offer both gifts and sacrifices
for sins; '’* 5:1b

H2 To have compassion: {2} he can deal gently ' with 5:2a
J1 On the ignorant: the ignorant
J2  And the misguided: and misguided,
E 2 His human weakness 5:2b-3

G 1 His own weakness: since he himself also is beset with
weakness;'’* 5:2b

' Heb. 4:16 - mercy ... grace: in order that we might receive mercy (eleos, 1656), used only here in Hebrews;

“and might find grace (charis, 5485) (that leads to) support at a favorable time” (author’s translation). This is what
we are looking for from our great high priest.

70 Heb. 5:1 - every high priest taken from among men: In Heb. 5:1-4, the author outlines what is true of every

high priest, including Jesus Christ. There is one exception, however. High Priest Jesus offered no sacrifice for His
own sins (Heb. 5:3), for He was sinless (Heb. 4:15; 7:26; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 John 3:5).

I Heb. 5:1 - is appointed: kathistémi (2525), used 3X in Hebrews (Heb. 5:1; 7:28; 8:3). (There is evidently a
textual problem in Heb. 2:7.) The writer will state that Aaron was appointed by God (Heb. 5:4); so also the Messiah
(Heb. 5:5-6).

172 Heb. 5:1 - to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins: Jesus offered no sacrifice for His own sin. But He
certainly offered the ultimate and complete sacrifice for sin for all time — His own perfect life’s blood (Heb. 9:11-
14).

'73 Heb. 5:2 - deal gently: The word is metriopathed (3356), to “exercise moderation toward someone in
emotions and passions” (Friberg), used only here in the NT. The writer here stipulates that ordinary high priests are
able to do so. He has already stated that High Priest Jesus is able to sympathize with our weaknesses because He was
tempted in every way just as we are (Heb. 4:14-15).

174 Heb. 5:2 - beset with weakness: more literally, “surrounded” (present passive of perikeimai, 4029) (used in

Heb. 5:2; 12:1) “with weakness” (astheneia, 769). We have already seen this word in Heb. 4:15, where we discussed
the way in which Jesus was able to sympathize with our weaknesses. Here he, and all high priests are said to be
“surrounded by” or “subject to” or “beset with” weakness. Jesus’ weakness lay in the frailties and limitations of
unfallen, not fallen man. The writer will use the word astheneia again in Heb. 7:28.
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G 2 His obligation to offer sin offerings for the people: {3} and
because of it he is obligated to offer sacrifices for sins, as for the
people, 5:3a

G 3 His need to offer sin offerings for himself as well: so also for
himself. ' 5:3b

D2 His legal appointment 5:4-6
E 1 The nature of the appointment to priesthood 5:4a

G 1 Never an appointment by oneself: {4} And no one takes the
honor to himself, '

G 2 Always an appointment by God: but receives it when he is called
by God,

E 2 Aaron's legal appointment: even as Aaron was. '”’ 5:4b
E 3 The nature of Christ's appointment 5:5-7
G 1 No self-exaltation through self-appointment to priesthood: {5}
So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to become a high
priest, '* 5:5a

G 2 His appointment by God: but He who said to Him, 5:5b

G 3 Scriptural evidence 5:5¢-6

175 Heb. 5:3 - so also for himself: This is what ordinary high priests must do. Aaron was required to offer a bull

as a sin offering for himself and his household (Lev. 16:6). Jesus, who had no sin (Heb. 4:15), but who rather is
“holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted in the heavens” (Heb. 7:26), did not and “... does not
need daily to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the sins of the people, because He did this once
for all when He offered up Himself” (Heb. 7:27).

176 Heb. 5:4 - no one takes the honor to himself: No legitimate priest appoints himself to be priest. God called

Aaron and his sons to be priests (Exod. 4:12-16; 28:1). So Jesus did not take the honor of priesthood for Himself.
Rather, God appointed Him eternally as priest after the Melchizedekan order (Ps. 110:4). The writer of Hebrews will
introduce this thought in Heb. 5:6, and will explain it in Heb. 6:20-7:28. Examples of illegitimate priests include
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram (Num. 16:1-40); and 