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JOEL

"THE DAY OF THE LLORD"

"Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is near, And it will come as destruction from the

Al

Almighty." Joel 1:15

THE PRESENT CATASTROPHE PREFIGURING THE DAY OF THE LORD 1

B1

B2

The Introduction 1:1

The Locust Plague 1:2-14

Cl1

C2

C3

C4

C5

Co6

Cc7

C8

An unprecedented disaster 1:2-3

D1

D2

Compared to the past 1:2

Preserved for the future 1:3

Destruction by a locust tag-team! -- gnawing, swarming, creeping, and
stripping locusts 1:4

The call of the wine-drinkers to mourning 1:5

The description of the locust invaders: A nation with lion-like teeth 1:6

The devastation of the locust invaders: ruining vines and fig trees 1:7

The renewed call to mourning 1:8

The effects of the disaster upon the Israeli populace 1:9-12

D1

D2

D3

Upon the priests and their temple offerings -- mourning because
offerings have ceased 1:9

Upon the farmers and their fields -- wailing because harvests are
destroyed. 1:10-11

Upon the consumers because of the vines and trees -- joy dried up
because of drought 1:12

The calls to lament humbly and to fast 1:13-14

D1

D2

Addressed to the priests 1:13

Concerning the elders and the inhabitants of the land: The call to fast
in the temple 1:14
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B3 The Drought and Fire 1:15-20

Cl1

C2

The characterization of the disaster -- the destruction from Yahweh is near!

1:15

The effects of the disaster 1:16-20

D1

D2

D3

D4

D5

Starvation and sadness for the priests 1:16
Drought-halted harvests 1:17

Starving livestock 1:18

Flame-devoured pastures and orchards 1:19

Thirsty and starving wild animals 1:20

A2 THE FUTURE DAY OF THE LORD 2 -3

B1 The Invading Northern Army (Described in Terms of the Past Locust Plague)

2:1-20

Cl1

The description of the invasion 2:1-11

D1

D2

D3

D4

The description of the day 2:1-2

El An alarming "Day of the Lord"! 2:1

E2 A gloomy day 2:2a

The description of the invaders -- a great and mighty people 2:2b
The description of the invasion 2:2c¢-3

El An unprecedented invasion 2:2c

E2 An invasion marked by fire 2:3

The description of the army -- based on the historical locust invasion
2:4-11

El Their appearance -- like horses 2:4
E2 Their sound -- like chariots and a crackling fire 2:5a

E3 Their organization: Like a mighty people arranged for battle.
2:5b
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E4 Their dismaying effect 2:6

ES Their relentless discipline 2:7-8

E6 Their mobility, accessing cities and homes 2:9
E7 The accompanying disturbances in nature 2:10
E8 Their Divine assistance 2:11
C2 The call to repentance in light of the coming invasion 2:12-17
D1 The character of their repentance (as commanded by God): Whole-
hearted sorrow 2:12-13a
D2 The character of their God (as explained by the prophet): Gracious
and willing to bless if repentance is forthcoming 2:13b-14
D3 The mechanics of the call 2:15
D4 The segments of society targeted in the call: people, elders, children,
newly-married, priests 2:16-17
C3 God's miraculous overthrow of the invaders if the people repent 2:18-20
D1 Yahweh's propitious stance 2:18
D2 Yahweh's propitious communication to His people: His elevation of

Israel in the world and removal of the northern army 2:19-20

B2 Wonders During the Millennium 2:21-29

C1 Material prosperity 2:21-27

D1

D2

The call not to fear, but to rejoice in view of God's blessing upon the
land! 2:21-23

The description of God's blessing upon the land 2:24-27
El Full threshing floors and vats 2:24

E2 A restoration of the loss from the locusts 2:25

E3 A restoration of food, praise, and confidence 2:26

E4 A restoration of relationship with Yahweh 2:27
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B3

C2 Spiritual vitality 2:28-29
D1 God's pouring out His Spirit on all mankind! 2:28a
D2 The manifestations of the Spirit amongst the Israelis 2:28b-29
Events During the Tribulation 2:30 - 3:17
C1 Salvation 2:30-32
D1 Signs of judgment preliminary to the outpouring of the Spirit 2:30-31
D2 Deliverance amidst judgment 2:32
C2 The restoration of Israel 3:1
C3 War and judgment 3:2-17

D1 Yahweh's message of judgment against all nations in the valley of
Jehoshaphat for violence done against Israel 3:2-3

D2 Yahweh's message of judgment against Lebanon and Philistia 3:4-8
El His threatening them with retaliation 3:4
E2 His quanitification of retaliation 3:5-8a

F1 Their acts against Him: Robbery and theft, sacrilege,
kidnapping and dispersion 3:5-6

F2 His acts against them: Retaliation in kind 3:7-8a

E3 The certainty of His retaliation: for the LORD has spoken.
3:8b

D3 Yahweh's calling the nations to their judgment at the Battle of
Armageddon 3:9-12

El The call for troops 3:9
E2 The call for military hardware 3:10
E3 The call to the opposing forces of nations and angels! 3:11

E4 The call to the battle site -- the valley of Jehoshaphat -- for
judgment by Yahweh! 3:12
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D4 Yahweh's description of the judgment at the Battle of Armageddon

3:13-14

El

E2

E3

E4

ES

The call to harvest the blood of the nations for their great
wickedness 3:13

Reverberating themes in the judgment 3:14
Celestial darkening in the judgment 3:15
The intensity of Yahweh in the judgment 3:16a

Yahweh's protection of Israel and Jerusalem amidst judgment
3:16b-17

B4 Sequel: Conditions During the Millennium 3:18-21

C1 Israel's prosperity: Bountiful vineyards, productive herds, plenteous water,
flowing stream 3:18

C2 Nations' desolations (Egypt and Edom) 3:19

C3 Israel's supremacy 3:20-21

D1 The eternal Israeli habitation of Judah and Jerusalem 3:20

D2 Yahweh's vengeful enforcement of Israeli habitation of Judah and
Jerusalem 3:21
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