
Analysis  of

JOSHUA

"THE ARDUOUS TASK OF TAKING POSSESSION OF GOD'S
GIFTS"

1 Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD that the LORD spoke to Joshua

the son of Nun, Moses’ servant, saying, 2 “Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this

Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel. 3 Every

place on which the sole of your foot treads, I have given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses. 4 From

the wilderness and this Lebanon, even as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the

Hittites, and as far as the Great Sea toward the setting of the sun, will be your territory. 5 No man will

be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you;

I will not fail you or forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people

possession of the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very

courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do

not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go. 8 This book

of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may

be careful to do according to all that is written int it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and

then you will have success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not

tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:1-9
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JOSHUA

"THE ARDUOUS TASK OF TAKING POSSESSION OF GOD'S
GIFTS"

1 Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD that the LORD spoke to Joshua

the son of Nun, Moses’ servant, saying, 2 “Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this

Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel. 3 Every

place on which the sole of your foot treads, I have given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses. 4 From

the wilderness and this Lebanon, even as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the

Hittites, and as far as the Great Sea toward the setting of the sun, will be your territory. 5 No man will

be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you;

I will not fail you or forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people

possession of the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very

courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do

not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go. 8 This book

of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may

be careful to do according to all that is written int it; for then you will make your way prosperous, and

then you will have success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not

tremble or be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:1-9

A1 PREPARATIONS FOR BATTLE IN THE LAND OF CANAAN 1-5

B1 The Motivating of Joshua, Commander-in-Chief 1

C1 Yahweh's strengthening and encouraging of Joshua to take Moses' place 

1:1-9

C2 Joshua's response 1:10-18

D1 His command to the officers to prepare to cross the Jordan in

three days 1:10-11

D2 His command to Reuben, Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh to

assist the other tribes in battle in Canaan 1:12-18

E1 The exhortation of Joshua 1:12-15

E2 The agreement of the 2½ tribes provided Joshua is a

strong leader 1:16-18

B2 Espionage 2

C1 Rahab's sheltering of the two Israeli spies 2:1-7

1



2Analysis  of  Joshua  by  James  T.  Bartsch

C2 Rahab's faith in Yahweh; her successful request for mercy 2:8-14

C3 Rahab's assistance to the escaping spies 2:15-21

C4 The spies' exhilarated report to Joshua 2:22-24

B3 The Crossing of the Jordan River 3 - 4

C1 The preparation 3:1-13

D1 The officers' commanding of the people to follow the priests and

the ark of the covenant at a distance 3:1-4

D2 Joshua's instructions of preparation to priests and people 3:5-6

D3 Joshua's prediction of the dividing of the Jordan 3:7-13

E1 Yahweh's prediction of miraculous honor for Joshua 13:7-

8

E2 Joshua's prediction of a miracle 3:9-13

C2 The crossing of the flooded Jordan on dry ground 3:14-17

C3 The memorial in the river 4:1-14

D1 Joshua's command to pile up twelve stones as a memorial to the

miraculous crossing of the Jordan 4:1-7

D2 The erection of the memorial 4:8-14

C4 The return of the Jordan to flood stage 14:15-18

C5 The memorial on land at Gilgal 4:19-24

B4 The Spiritual Reorientation of the Nation 5

C1 The demoralization of the Amorite and Canaanite kings 5:1

C2 Yahweh's command to circumcise the nation 5:2-10

C3 The observance of passover; the cessation of manna 5:11-12

C4 Joshua's encounter with the captain of Yahweh's army 5:13-15
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A2 THE CAMPAIGNS OF CANAAN 6 - 12

B1 The Southern Campaign 6 - 10

C1 Battles against individual city-states 6 - 8

D1 The Battle of Jericho 6

E1 Yahweh's instructions to Joshua for the encircling and taking

of Jericho 6:1-5

E2 The circuits of the city 6:6-21

F1 The first circuit 6:6-11

F2 The circuits on the second through sixth days 6:12-14

F3 The final circuit on the seventh day: the collapse of

Jericho's walls 6:15-21

E3 The saving of Rahab's household 6:22-25

E4 Joshua's curse on the rebuilding of Jericho 6:26-27

D2 The Battle of Ai 7 - 8

E1 The demoralization 7

F1 The cause of the demoralization: Achan's theft of

items under the ban of Yahweh 7:1

F2 The description of the demoralization 7:2-9

G1 The demise of Israel at Ai 7:2-5

G2 Joshua's sorrow before Yahweh 7:6-9

F3 The rectification of the demoralization 7:10-26

G1 Yahweh's revelation of Israel's sin; His

instructions to find the sinner 7:10-15

G2 The apprehension and interrogation of Achan 

7:16-21

G3 Israel's stoning of Achan and his family 7:22-

26
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E2 The victory 8

F1 Yahweh's instructions to take Ai successfully 8:1-2

F2 Joshua's strategy of ambush 8:3-9

F3 Joshua's luring of the warriors of Ai away from

their city 8:10-17

F4 The sack of Ai 8:18-23

F5 The summary of the victory over Ai 8:24-29

F6 Joshua's building of the Law-inscribed altar at Mt.

Ebal 8:30-35

C2 Battles against alliances 9 - 10:39

D1 The introductory statement of the alliance of nations in Canaan

against Israel 9:1-2

D2 The devious alliance of Gibeon with Israel 9:3-27

E1 The Gibeonites' crafty league with unwitting Israel 9:3-15

E2 Israel's discovery of Gibeon's fraud 9:16-21

E3 Israel's enslavement of the Gibeonites 9:22-27

D3 The Amorite Five-King, Jerusalem-based Alliance 10:1-39

E1 The precipitation of the battle: The Amorite League's

conspiracy to invade Gibeon 10:1-5

E2 The description of the battle 10:6-27

F1 Joshua's surprise thrust against the Amorite League 

10:6-11

F2 Joshua's prayerful halt of the sun and moon to

enable Israel a complete victory 10:12-15
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F3 The completion of Israel's victory over the Amorite

League 10:16-21

F4 The execution of the five kings 10:22-27

E3 The invasion of the League's cities 10:28-39

F1 The capture of Makkedah 10:28

F2 The destruction of Libnah 10:29-30

F3 The destruction of Lachish 10:31-32

F4 The defeat of Horam of Gezer 10:33

F5 The destruction of Eglon 10:34-35

F6 The destruction of Hebron 10:36-37

F7 The destruction of Debir 10:38-39

C3 The summary of Joshua's southern conquests 10:40-43

B2 The Northern Campaign 11

C1 The coalition of northern city-states against Israel at the waters of Merom 

11:1-5

C2 Israel's defeat of the coalition at Yahweh's prediction 11:6-9

C3 Joshua's sack of Hazor and defeat of the other cities of the Northern

Coalition 11:10-15

B3 The Summary of Israel's Conquests 12

C1 The Transjordan territory and kingdoms defeated by Israel under Moses 

12:1-6

C2 The West Bank territory and kingdoms defeated by Israel under Joshua 

12:7-24
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A3 THE TRIBAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE CONQUERED LAND OF CANAAN 13

- 21

B1 Yahweh's Summary of Unconquered Land and Instruction to Apportion

Possessed Land 13:1-7

B2 The Physical Description of the Boundaries of the Transjordan Territories

Acquired by the 2½ Tribes under Moses 13:8-33

B3 The Apportionment in Canaan for the 9½ Tribes 14 - 21

C1 Introduction 14:1-5

C2 Judah's allotment 14:6 - 15:63

D1 Caleb's portion 14:6-15

E1 Caleb's request for the difficult hill country 14:6-12

E2 Joshua's granting of Hebron to Caleb 14:13-15

D2 Judah's borders 15:1-12

D3 The conquest and inheritance of Caleb and his kin 15:13-19

D4 The cities inherited by the sons of Judah 15:20-62

E1 The 29 cities toward the southern extremity 15:20-32

E2 The sixteen cities in the lowlands 15:33-41

E3 Nine cities with their villages 15:42-44

E4 Ekron and Ashdod to the Great Sea 15:45-47

E5 The hill country 15:48-60

F1 Eleven cities 15:48-51

F2 Nine cities 15:52-54

F3 Ten cities 15:55-57
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F4 Six cities 15:58-59

F5 Two cities 15:60

E6 The six cities in the wilderness 15:61-62

D5 Judah's inability to drive out the Jebusites 15:63

C3 The allotment for the sons of Joseph 16 - 17

D1 The lot for the sons of Joseph 16:1-3

D2 The territory of the sons of Ephraim; their failure to drive out the

Canaanites in Gezer 16:4-10

D3 The territory of the sons of Manasseh 17:1-13

E1 The male and female heirs among the descendants of

Manasseh 17:1-6

E2 The borders of Manasseh; his failure to drive out the

Canaanites completely 17:7-13

D4 Joshua's addition of hill country for the numerous descendants of

Joseph at their request for more land 17:14-18

C4 The allotment for the remaining seven tribes 18 -19

D1 Overcoming the inertia 18:1-10

E1 Joshua's exhortation at Shiloh of the remaining seven

tribes to survey the land and possess it 18:1-7

E2 Joshua's casting of lots before Yahweh at Shiloh upon the

return of the survey party 18:8-10

D2 The first lot: Benjamin 18:11-28

E1 The boundaries of Benjamin adjacent to the Jordan River 

18:11-20

E2 The cities inherited by Benjamin: Fourteen cities and

villages 18:21-28
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D3 The second lot: The inheritance of Simeon (within Judah--Judah's

territory too large): Seventeen cities and villages 19:1-9

D4 The third lot: The inheritance of Zebulun: Twelve cities and

villages 19:10-16

D5 The fourth lot: The inheritance of Issachar: Sixteen cities and

villages 19:17-23

D6 The fifth lot: The inheritance of Asher: Twenty-two cities and

villages 19:24-31

D7 The sixth lot: The inheritance of Naphtali: Nineteen cities and

villages 19:32-39

D8 The seventh lot: The inheritance of Dan: nineteen cities and

villages 19:40-48

D9 The inheritance of Joshua, son of Nun: Timnath-serah in the hill

country of Ephraim 19:49-50

C5 The summary of the apportionment of the land 19:51

C6 The cities for the sons of Levi 20 - 21

D1 The cities of refuge 20

E1 Yahweh's command to Joshua to designate cities of refuge 

20:1-6

E2 The designation of the cities 20:7-9

D2 Additional cities for the Levites 21 

E1 The Levites' request for cities as per Moses' instruction

21:1-3

E2 The allotment of the cities 21:4-8

F1 For the Kohathites 21:4-5

G1 The sons of Aaron the priest: thirteen cities 

21:4

G2 The other sons of Kohath: ten cities 21:5
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F2 For the sons of Gershom: thirteen cities 21:6

F3 For the sons of Merari: twelve cities 21:7-8

E3 The identification of the cities 21:9-40

F1 The cities for the sons of Kohath 21:9-26

G1 For the sons of Aaron 21:9-19

G2 For the remaining Kohathites 21:20-26

F2 The cities for the sons of Gershom 21:27-33

F3 The cities for the sons of Merari 21:34-40

D3 Summary: 48 cities for the Levites 21:41-42

C7 Summary statement: Yahweh's giving Israel rest from enemies, fulfilling

all His promises to Israel 21:43-45

A4 THE DEPARTURE TO SETTLE THE LAND OF CANAAN 22 - 24

B1 Joshua's Blessing in Sending Away the 2½ Tribes to Their Inheritance 

22:1-9

B2 The Altar Controversy 22:10-34

C1 The 2½ tribes' building of a memorial altar 22:10-12

C2 Israel's warlike accusation against the 2½ tribes of unfaithfulness in

building a substitute altar 22:13-20

C3 The 2½ tribes' explanation of the memorial and non-sacrificial nature of

their altar 22:21-29

C4 The placation of Israel in reference to the altar 22:30-34
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B3 Joshua's Final Remarks to the Newly Situated Nation 23 - 24

C1 The first address 23

D1 Joshua's exhortation of Israel to keep the commandments in the

book of the Law of Moses, not intermarrying nor associating with

the nations 23:1-13

D2 Joshua's reminder of Yahweh's fulfillment of His promises and the

certain fulfillment of curses if Israel forsakes Yahweh 23:14-16

C2 The second address at Shechem 24:1-28

D1 Joshua's prophetic (v.2) review of Yahweh's guidance in Israel's

history 24:1-13

D2 Joshua's challenge to follow his example and serve Yahweh 

24:14-15

D3 The peoples' determination to serve Yahweh 24:16-18

D4 Joshua's setting up of a stone of witness documenting Israel's

decision to follow Yahweh 24:19-28

C3 Death and burial 24:29-33

D1 The death and burial of Joshua 24:29-31

D2 The burial of Joseph's bones 24:32

D3 The death and burial of Eleazar ben Aaron, the priest 24:33
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