
Faith and Works
James 2:14-26

A. The Question about Faith and Works. (Can faith
without works be a saving faith?) 2:14-17

1. The question. 2:14

2. The illustration. 2:15-16

3. The conclusion. 2:17 “Faith without works is
dead.”

B. The Discussion about Faith and Works. 2:18-20

1. The claim: Either one is OK. 2:18a

2. The counter-claim: Works prove faith! 2:18b

3. The absurdity of faith without works. 2:19

4. The conclusion: Faith without works is useless!
2:20

C. Examples of Faith Accompanied by Works. 2:21-26

1. Abraham. 2:21-24

a. What does “justified” mean?

1) “declared righteous”

2) “proven to be righteous”

b. The question. 2:21a

c. The occasion. 2:21b

d. The completion. 2:22

e. The fulfillment of Scripture. 2:23a (Gen. 15:6;

Rom. 4:3)

f. The approval of God. 2:23b (2 Chron. 20:7;
Isa. 41:7)

g. The conclusion. 2:24. “A man is justified by
works and not by faith alone.”

2. Rahab. 2:25-26

a. The statement of justification. 2:25a

b. The evidence of justification. 2:25b The point:
Rahab’s protection of Israeli spies proved her
faith in Israel’s God!

c. The concluding analogy. 2:26

D. Concluding Statements

1. It is not good enough to say, “I believe in Jesus.”

2. Genuine faith will produce good works.

3. The purpose of salvation = Good Works.

4. Faith is active, not passive.

5. Faith obeys.

6. A sad story

7. A timeless truth. Faith without works is dead.

8. Sobering questions...
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