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“Though He slay me, | will hope in Him. Nevertheless | will argue my ways before Him.”
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THE PROBLEMATIC CATASTROPHES OF JOB: The Historical Introduction 1
-3

B1 The Condition of Job 1:1-5
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C2 Job’s Possessions, Positions 1:2-3
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B2 The Controversy in Heaven: Job’s Trial Seen from a Heavenly Viewpoint
1:6 - 2:10

Cl The first assault: Loss of possessions and family 1:6-22

C2 The second assault: Terrible physical affliction fails to cause Job to
renounce God 2:1-10

B3 The Silent Comfort of Job’s Three Friends: Job’s three friends are moved
by the sight of Job to silent condemnation of him 2:11-13

B4 The Complaint of Job: Job wishes to die; he expresses feeling, faith, and
frustration 3:1-26

C1 Why born? 3:1-10

C2 Why not death at birth? 3:11-19

C3 Why continue living now? 3:20-26
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B1 The First Cycle of Speeches 4 - 14

C1 Eliphaz’ advice 4 -5
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JOB

“THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD IN HUMAN SUFFERING”’

“Though He slay me, | will hope in Him. Nevertheless | will argue my ways before Him.”
(Job 13:15)

THE PROBLEMATIC CATASTROPHES OF JOB: The Historical Introduction 1
-3

B1 The Condition of Job 1:1-5
C1 Job’s Character 1:1
C2 Job’s Possessions, Positions 1:2-3
C3 Job’s Family 1:4-5

B2 The Controversy in Heaven: Job’s Trial Seen from a Heavenly Viewpoint
1:6 - 2:10

C1 The first assault: Loss of possessions and family 1:6-22

C2 The second assault: Terrible physical affliction fails to cause Job to
renounce God 2:1-10

B3 The Silent Comfort of Job’s Three Friends: Job’s three friends are moved
by the sight of Job to silent condemnation of him 2:11-13

B4 The Complaint of Job: Job wishes to die; he expresses feeling, faith, and
frustration 3:1-26

Cl Why born? 3:1-10

C2 Why not death at birth? 3:11-19

C3 Why continue living now? 3:20-26
THE SOLUTION OF JOB’S THREE FRIENDS 4 - 31
B1 The First Cycle of Speeches 4 - 14

C1 Eliphaz’ advice 4 -5

Dl The proposition: The guilty are punished and God is righteous 4:1
- 5.7

D2 The application: Commit the case to God, submitting to His
chastisement 5:8-27
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C2

C3

C4

C5

C6

Job’s answer 6 -7

D1 His justification of his complaints 6:1-7

D2 His request for death 6:8-13

D3 His reprimanding them for their unsympathetic and erroneous
response: They should have offered sympathy; he has neither done
nor said anything wrong 6:14-30

D4 His lamentation before God of life’s misery and God’s treatment 7

The first speech of Bildad, the Traditionalist 8

D1 God is always just 8:1-7

D2 The validity of tradition for instruction 8:8-19

D3 God’s dealings with the righteous and the wicked: His protection
of the righteous and opposition to the evil 8:20-22

Job’s answer 9 - 10
D1 His response to Bildad: God’s greatness and man’s helplessness 9

D2 His appeal to God, questioning God’s fairness and life’s purpose
10

The First Speech of Zophar, the Religious Dogmatist 11

D1 His rebuke of Job’s claim of innocence 11:1-6

D2 His reminding Job of God’s infinity 11:7-12

D3 His dictum that repentance will bring prosperity 11:13-20
Job’s response 12 - 14

D1 His reply to Zophar 12:1 - 13:23

El His repudiation of their superior knowledge and their
unhelpfulness 12:1 - 13:12

E2 His determination to turn from men to God 13:13-22

D2 His appeal to God, questioning God’s conduct and wishing for a
“here after” 13:23 - 14:22
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B2

The Second Cycle of Speeches 15 - 21

Cl1

C2

C3

C4

C5

C6

The Second Speech of Eliphaz’ 15

D1 His rebuke of Job for his arrogance and lack of restraint 15:1-16
D2 His restatement of the fate of the wicked 15:17-35

Job’s Response to the Second Speech of Eliphaz 16 - 17

D1 His disappointment in Eliphaz’ advice 16:1-5

D2 His description of God’s afflictions upon himself 16:6-17
D3 His desire for God’s protection 16:18 - 17:9

D4 His belief that death is the only hope 17:10-16

The Second Speech of Bildad 18

D1 His rebuke of Job’s attitude toward them 18:1-4

D2 His description of the fate of the wicked 18:5-21

Job’s Response to the Second Speech of Bildad 19

D1 His repudiation of their doctrine 19:1-6

D2 His description of God’s treatment of himself: desolation and
isolation 19:7-20

D3 His petition for pity 19:21-22

D4 His aspiration to have his protests engraved 19:23-24

D5 His conviction of God’s ultimate vindication of himself 19:25-29
The Second Speech of Zophar 20

D1 His exasperation 20:1-3

D2 His description of the transitory character of the wicked 20:4-11
D3 His analysis of transgression and its retribution 20;12-22

D4 His assurance of God’s retribution upon the sinner 20:23-29
Job’s Reply to Zophar’s Second Speech 21

D1 His invitation to consideration 21:1-6

D2 His description of the prosperity and trouble-free life of the wicked
21:7-21
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B3

B4

D3 His incomprehension of the mystery of providence 21:22-26

D4 His rejection of their application 21:27-34

The Third Cycle of Speeches 22 -26

Cl1

C2

C3

c4

The Third Speech of Eliphaz 22

D1 His verification of Job’s wickedness 22:1-5

D2 His description of Job’s wickedness 22:6-11

D3 His caution against the false security of the wicked 22:12-20
D4 His invitation to return to God 22:21-30

Job’s response to Eliphaz’ Third Speech 23 - 24

D1 God’s absence from Job: His frustrated desire to find God; his
depression over God’s determination to destroy him 23:1-17

D2 God’s absence from the world, permitting oppression to proceed
unpunished 24

Bildad’s Third Speech 25:1-6
D1 His description of God’s greatness 25:1-3

D2 His belief in the presumption of man to think he can ever be
justified before God 25:4-6

Job’s Response to Bildad’s Third Speech 26
D1 His sarcastic repudiation of Bildad’s efforts to “console” 26:1-4

D2 His description of God’s greatness in sheol, earth, and the heavens
26:5-14

The Final Declarations of Job 27 - 31

Cl1

Job’s first monologue 27 - 28

D1 His affirmation of his integrity 27:1-6

D2 The destination of the wicked 27:7-23

D3 The acquisition of wealth is by discovery 28:1-11

D4 The acquisition of wisdom cannot be discovered or purchased
28:12-19

D5 The acquisition of wisdom is from God 28:20-28
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C2

Job’s second monologue: “Why has God treated me like this?? 29 - 31

D1 His recollection of the happy past: “We were friends -- now
enemies. If only I could talk to Him!” 29:1-25

D2 His description of his present humiliation -- mockery and
humiliation -- in contrast with his pleasant past 30

D3 His protestation of innocence and his desire to meet God 31

A3 THE SOLUTION OF ELIHU 32 -37

B1 Elihu's intervention into the controversy 32:1 - 33:7

Cl1
C2
C3

The introduction of Elihu 32:1-5
The explanation of his delayed intervention 32:6-22

His petition of Job for his attention 33:1-7

B2 Elihu's reflection of Job 33:8 - 35:16

Cl1

C2

The first round of speeches 33:8-33
D1 Job's complaint: He is innocent, but God is hostile 33:8-11

D2 Elihu's counsel: God speaks by revelation and by affliction 33:12-
33

Second round of speeches 34 - 35

D1 Elihu’s representation of Job's complaint: His scornful declaration
of the futility of serving God 34:1-9

D2 Elihu's counsel: Job needs to submit to a fair, just, and all-
knowing God 34:10-37

D3 Elihu's conjecture: Though Job protests, God is absolutely
sovereign and He will not listen to vanity 35

B3 Elihu's Explanation of Job's Suffering 36 - 37

Cl1

God's ways among men 36:1-21

D1 The apology of Elihu 36:1-4

D2 The afflictions are God's disciplines 36:5-15
D3 The application of this to Job 36:16-22
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C2

God's ways in nature 36:22 - 37:24
D1 The control of God over nature 36:22 - 37:13
D2 The closing appeal to Job 37:14-24

A4 THE SOLUTION OF JEHOVAH 38 -42:6

B1 The First Speech 38:1 - 40:5

Cl1

C2

Jehovah's address 38:1 - 40:2

D1 The intervention of Jehovah 38:1-3

D2 The wonders of the inanimate world 38:4-38

D3 The wonders of the animate world 38:39 - 39:30
D4 The challenge of Jehovah 40:1-2

Job's answer 40:3-5

B2 The Second Speech 40:6 - 42:6

Cl1

C2

Jehovah's address 40:6 - 41:34

D1 His invitation to rule the world 40:6-14
D2 His description of the behemoth 40:15-24
D3 His description of the leviathan 41:1-34
Job's answer 42:1-6

D1 His confession 42:1-3

D2 His repentance 4:4-6

AS THE CONCLUSION 42:7-17

B1 The Lord's Rebuke of the Three Friends 42:7-9

B2 The Lord's Restoration of Job 42:10-17

Cl
C2
C3
C4
Cs

Introduction 42:10

Relatives and friends 42:11
Wealth 42:12

Children 42:13-15

The life and death of Job 42:16-17



EXPANDED OUTLINE OF JOB by James T. Bartsch, WordExplain.com 7

EXPANDED OUTLINE OF JOB '
Based on THE ANALYSIS OF JOB
Prepared by James T. Bartsch
August, 2009

Updated October, 2013

Published Online by WordExplain.com
Email Contact: jbartsch@wordexplain.com

Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE ®,
Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by the Lockman
Foundation. Used by permission. (www.Lockman.org)

! This outline borrows heavily from class notes from Harold W. Hoehner, Old Testament Survey, Dallas Theological
Seminary, Spring Semester, 1971.


http://www.wordexplain.com
mailto:jbartsch@wordexplain.com
http://www.Lockman.org)

