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An Open Letter to Evangelicals and Other Interested Parties: 
The People of God, the Land of Israel, and the Impartiality of the Gospel 

 

Recently a number of leaders in the Protestant 
community of the United States have urged the 
endorsement of far-reaching and unilateral political 
commitments to the people and land of Israel in the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, citing Holy Scripture as the 
basis for those commitments. To strengthen their 
endorsement, several of these leaders have also insisted 
that they speak on behalf of the seventy million people 
who constitute the American evangelical community. 
It is good and necessary for evangelical leaders to speak 
out on the great moral issues of our day in obedience to 
Christ's call for his disciples to be salt and light in the 
world.1 It is quite another thing, however, when leaders 
call for commitments that are based upon a serious 
misreading of Holy Scripture. In such instances, it is 
good and necessary for other evangelical leaders to 
speak out as well. We do so here in the hope that we 
may contribute to the cause of the Lord Christ, apart 
from whom there can never be true and lasting peace in 
the world.2  
 
At the heart of the political commitments in question are 
two fatally flawed propositions. First, some are teaching 
that God's alleged favor toward Israel today is based 
upon ethnic descent rather than upon the grace of Christ 
alone, as proclaimed in the Gospel. Second, others are 
teaching that the Bible's promises concerning the land 
are fulfilled in a special political region or "Holy Land," 
perpetually set apart by God for one ethnic group alone. 
As a result of these false claims, large segments of the 
evangelical community, our fellow citizens, and our 
government are being misled with regard to the Bible's 
teachings regarding the people of God, the land of Israel, 
and the impartiality of the Gospel.  
 
In what follows, we make our convictions public. We do 
so acknowledging the genuine evangelical faith of many 
who will not agree with us. Knowing that we may incur 
their disfavor, we are nevertheless constrained by 
Scripture and by conscience to publish the following 
propositions for the cause of Christ and truth.  

I. The Gospel offers eternal life in heaven to Jews 
and Gentiles alike as a free gift in Jesus Christ.3 
Eternal life in heaven is not earned or deserved, 
nor is it based upon ethnic descent or natural 
birth.4  

II. All human beings, Jews and Gentiles alike, are 
sinners,5 and, as such, they are under God's 
judgment of death.6 Because God's standard is 
perfect obedience and all are sinners, it is 
impossible for anyone to gain temporal peace or 
eternal life by his own efforts. Moreover, apart 
from Christ, there is no special divine favor 
upon any member of any ethnic group; nor, apart 
from Christ, is there any divine promise of an 
earthly land or a heavenly inheritance to anyone, 
whether Jew or Gentile.7 To teach or imply 
otherwise is nothing less than to compromise the 
Gospel itself.  

III. God, the Creator of all mankind, is merciful and 
takes no pleasure in punishing sinners.8 Yet God 
is also holy and just and must punish sin.9 
Therefore, to satisfy both his justice and his 
mercy, God has appointed one way of salvation 
for all, whether Jew or Gentile, in Jesus Christ 
alone.10  

IV. Jesus Christ, who is fully God and fully man,11 
came into the world to save sinners.12 In his 
death upon the cross, Jesus was the Lamb of 
God taking away the sin of the world, of Jew 
and of Gentile alike. The death of Jesus forever 
fulfilled and eternally ended the sacrifices of the 
Jewish temple.13 All who would worship God, 
whether Jew or Gentile, must now come to him 
in spirit and truth through Jesus Christ alone. 
The worship of God is no longer identified with 
any specific earthly sanctuary. He receives 
worship only through Jesus Christ, the eternal 
and heavenly Temple.14  

V. To as many as receive and rest upon Christ alone 
through faith alone, to Jews and Gentiles alike, 
God gives eternal life in his heavenly 
inheritance.15  

VI. The inheritance promises that God gave to 
Abraham were made effective through Christ, 
Abraham's True Seed.16 These promises were 
not and cannot be made effective through sinful 
man's keeping of God's law.17 Rather, the 
promise of an inheritance is made to those only 
who have faith in Jesus, the True Heir of 
Abraham. All spiritual benefits are derived from 
Jesus, and apart from him there is no 
participation in the promises.18 Since Jesus 
Christ is the Mediator of the Abrahamic 
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Covenant, all who bless him and his people will 
be blessed of God, and all who curse him and his 
people will be cursed of God.19 These promises 
do not apply to any particular ethnic group,20 but 
to the church of Jesus Christ, the true Israel.21 
The people of God, whether the church of Israel 
in the wilderness in the Old Testament22 or the 
Israel of God among the Gentile Galatians in the 
New Testament,23 are one body who through 
Jesus will receive the promise of the heavenly 
city, the everlasting Zion.24 This heavenly 
inheritance has been the expectation of the 
people of God in all ages.25  

VII. Jesus taught that his resurrection was the raising 
of the True Temple of Israel.26 He has replaced 
the priesthood, sacrifices, and sanctuary of Israel 
by fulfilling them in his own glorious priestly 
ministry and by offering, once and for all, his 
sacrifice for the world, that is, for both Jew and 
Gentile.27 Believers from all nations are now 
being built up through him into this Third 
Temple,28 the church that Jesus promised to 
build.29  

VIII. Simon Peter spoke of the Second Coming of the 
Lord Jesus in conjunction with the final 
judgment and the punishment of sinners.30 
Instructively, this same Simon Peter, the Apostle 
to the Circumcision,31 says nothing about the 
restoration of the kingdom to Israel in the land 
of Palestine.32 Instead, as his readers 
contemplate the promise of Jesus' Second 
Coming, he fixes their hope upon the new 
heavens and the new earth, in which 
righteousness dwells.33  

IX. The entitlement of any one ethnic or religious 
group to territory in the Middle East called the 
"Holy Land" cannot be supported by Scripture. 
In fact, the land promises specific to Israel in the 
Old Testament were fulfilled under Joshua.34 
The New Testament speaks clearly and 
prophetically about the destruction of the second 
temple in A.D. 70.35 No New Testament writer 
foresees a regathering of ethnic Israel in the 
land, as did the prophets of the Old Testament 
after the destruction of the first temple in 586 
B.C.36 Moreover, the land promises of the Old 
Covenant are consistently and deliberately 
expanded in the New Testament to show the 
universal dominion of Jesus,37 who reigns from 
heaven upon the throne of David, inviting all the 
nations through the Gospel of Grace to partake 
of his universal and everlasting dominion.38  

X. Bad Christian theology regarding the "Holy 
Land" contributed to the tragic cruelty of the 

Crusades in the Middle Ages. Lamentably, bad 
Christian theology is today attributing to secular 
Israel a divine mandate to conquer and hold 
Palestine, with the consequence that the 
Palestinian people are marginalized and 
regarded as virtual "Canaanites."39 This doctrine 
is both contrary to the teaching of the New 
Testament and a violation of the Gospel 
mandate.40 In addition, this theology puts those 
Christians who are urging the violent seizure and 
occupation of Palestinian land in moral jeopardy 
of their own bloodguiltiness. Are we as 
Christians not called to pray for and work for 
peace, warning both parties to this conflict that 
those who live by the sword will die by the 
sword?41 Only the Gospel of Jesus Christ can 
bring both temporal reconciliation and the hope 
of an eternal and heavenly inheritance to the 
Israeli and the Palestinian. Only through Jesus 
Christ can anyone know peace on earth.  

The promised Messianic kingdom of Jesus Christ has 
been inaugurated. Its advent marks the focal point of 
human history. This kingdom of the Messiah is 
continuing to realize its fullness as believing Jews and 
Gentiles are added to the community of the redeemed in 
every generation. The same kingdom will be manifested 
in its final and eternal form with the return of Christ the 
King in all his glory. 
 
Of all the nations, the Jewish people played the primary 
role in the coming of the Messianic kingdom. New 
Testament Scripture declares that to them were given the 
oracles of God,42 the adoption, the glory, the covenants, 
the giving of the law, the service of God, and the 
promises.43 Theirs are the fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and from them, according to the flesh, came 
Christ.44 Salvation is, indeed, of the Jews.45 While 
affirming the Scriptural teaching that there is no 
salvation outside of Christ, Christians should 
acknowledge with heartfelt sorrow and grief the frequent 
oppression of the Jews in history, sometimes tragically 
done in the name of the cross.  
 
But what are we to make of the unbelief of Israel? Has 
their unbelief made the faithfulness of God without 
effect for them?46 No, God has not completely rejected 
the people of Israel,47 and we join the apostle Paul in his 
earnest prayer for the salvation of his Jewish kinsmen 
according to the flesh.48 There always has been and 
always will be a remnant that is saved.49 While not all 
Israel will experience the blessing of participation in the 
Messianic kingdom,50 yet Jews who do come to faith in 
Christ will share in his reign throughout the present age 
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and into eternity. In addition, it is not as though the 
rejection of some in Israel for unbelief serves no 
purpose. On the contrary, because they were broken off 
in unbelief, the Gospel has gone to the Gentiles, who 
now, through faith, partake of the blessings to the fathers 
and join with believing Jews to constitute the true Israel 
of God, the church of Jesus Christ.51  
 
The present secular state of Israel, however, is not an 
authentic or prophetic realization of the Messianic 
kingdom of Jesus Christ. Furthermore, a day should not 
be anticipated in which Christ's kingdom will manifest 
Jewish distinctives, whether by its location in "the land," 
by its constituency, or by its ceremonial institutions and 
practices. Instead, this present age will come to a 
climactic conclusion with the arrival of the final, eternal 
phase of the kingdom of the Messiah. At that time, all 
eyes, even of those who pierced him, will see the King 
in his glory.52 Every knee will bow, and every tongue 
will declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 

the Father.53 The kingdoms of this world will become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will 
reign forever and ever.54 
 
In light of the grand prophetic expectation of the New 
Testament, we urge our evangelical brothers and sisters 
to return to the proclamation of the free offer of Christ's 
grace in the Gospel to all the children of Abraham, to 
pray for peace between Israelis and Palestinians, and to 
promise all humanitarian sympathy and practical support 
for those on both sides who are suffering in this current 
vicious cycle of atrocity and displacement. We also 
invite those Christian educators and pastors who share 
our convictions on the people of God, the land of Israel, 
and the impartiality of the Gospel to join their names 
with ours as signatories to this open letter.55 
 
Advent 
In the Year of our Lord 2002 
Soli Deo Gloria

 
 
 
Signatories in educational ministries (schools, para-church organizations, etc.):. 
R. Fowler White, Ph.D., Knox Theological Seminary, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
R. C. Sproul, Ph.D., President, Ligonier Ministries, Orlando, FL; Board member, Knox Theological Seminary, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Robert L. Reymond, Ph.D., Knox Theological Seminary, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
O. Palmer Robertson, Th.D., Principal, African Bible College, Uganda; Visiting Professor, Knox Theological Seminary, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
E. Calvin Beisner, Ph.D., Knox Theological Seminary, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Samuel P. Lamerson, Ph.D., Knox Theological Seminary, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Lawrence C. Roff, D.Min., Knox Theological Seminary, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Warren A. Gage, J.D., Ph.D., Knox Theological Seminary, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Collins D. Weeber, Ph.D., Knox Theological Seminary, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Ronald T. Kilpatrick, D.Min., Knox Theological Seminary, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
George W. Grant, Ph.D., King's Meadow Study Center, Franklin, TN 
Michael A. G. Haykin, Th.D., Toronto Baptist Theological Seminary, Canada 
David W. Hall, Ph.D., Director, The Kuyper Institute; Sr. Pastor, Midway Presbyterian Church, Powder Springs, GA 
Alden C. Mayfield, M.A.R., Chung-Ang University, Seoul, Korea 
Gary DeMar, M.Div., American Vision, Powder Springs, GA 
Dominic A. Aquila, D.Min., New Geneva Theological Seminary, Colorado Springs, CO 
Richard B. Gaffin, Jr., Th.D., Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, PA 
Cornelius P. Venema, Ph.D., Mid-America Reformed Seminary, Dyer, IN 
Michael S. Horton, Ph.D., Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals, Philadelphia, PA 
C.W. Powell, Ph.D., New Geneva Theological Seminary, Colorado Springs, CO 
James E. McGoldrick, Ph.D., Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Taylors, SC 
Kenneth G. Talbot, Ph.D., Whitefield Theological Seminary, Lakeland, FL 
Donald J. Musin, Ph.D., Whitefield Theological Seminary, Lakeland, FL 
W. Gary Crampton, Th.D., Whitefield Theological Seminary, Lakeland, FL 
Thomas Schirmacher, Ph.D., Martin Bucer Theological Seminary, Germany 
D. Randall Talbot, Th.D., Whitefield Theological Seminary, Lakeland, FL 
Leanne Van Dyk, Ph.D., Western Theological Seminary, Holland, MI 
Ralph F. Boersema, Th.M., International Reformed Theological College, Bristol, VA 
Andrew J. Thompson, J.D., Scriptura, LLC, Roswell, GA 
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Bruce K. Waltke, Th.D., Ph.D., Reformed Theological Seminary, Orlando, FL 
John J. Brennan, M.Div., M.Ed., Foxcroft Academy, Dover-Foxcroft, ME 
Ken Campbell, Ph.D., Retired, Belhaven College, Jackson, MS 
Joseph A. Pipa, Jr., Ph.D., President, Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
Ronald Senk, BTh., Hons.BTh., MTh., Book Author, Leopoldshöhe, Germany  
Tom Bateson, Executive Director, Spirit Of Truth Leadership Institute, Columbus, OH 
 
Signatories in pastoral ministries (pastors, teaching elders, ruling elders, etc.):  
Ed Yurus, M.Div., 1-101 Aviation Regiment Chaplain, Fort Campbell, KY 
Kenneth P. Wackes, D.Min., Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Ronald L. Siegenthaler, B.D., Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Paul C. Hurst, M.Div., Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Robert D. Dillard, Jr., M.Div., Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Gregory J. Beaupied, M.Div., Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Gary L. W. Johnson, D.Th. (cand.), Church of the Redeemer, Mesa, AZ 
Gary J. Griffith, M.A., Faith Reformed Presbyterian Church, Quarryville, PA 
Robert N. Burridge, M.Div., Grace Presbyterian Church, Pinellas Park, FL 
J. Ray Bobo, M.Div., Heidelberg Presbyterian Church, Heidelberg, MS 
Craig R. Rowe, D.Min., Gallatin Valley Presbyterian Church, Bozeman, MT 
K. Dale Linton, M.Div., Magee Presbyterian Church, Magee, MS 
J. Michael Arnaud, M.Div., Arco Presbyterian Church, Arco, ID 
Kenneth A. Pierce, M.Div., Draper's Valley Presbyterian Church, Draper, VA 
Robert D. Byrne, M.Div., PCA Hospital Chaplain 
J. Render Caines, D.Min., Covenant Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, TN 
Robert Benn Vincent, Sr., M.Div., Grace Presbyterian Church, Alexandria, LA 
Raymond P. Joseph, M.Div., Southfield Reformed Presbyterian Church, Southfield, MI 
Peter Byron LaPointe, M.Div., Christ the King Presbyterian Church, Seminole, FL 
William Mikler, Ph.D., St. Johns Abbey, Sanford, FL  
W. Michael McCrocklin, D.Min., Christ the Redeemer Presbyterian Church, Cypress, TX 
Stephen M. Clark, Ph.D., Wallace Presbyterian Church, Hyattsville, MD 
Edward L. James, M.Div., Grace Christian Fellowship, Hancock, MD 
Jeffrey Kingswood, M.Div., Grace Presbyterian Church, Woodstock, Ontario 
E. Matthew Kingswood, M.Div., Russell Reformed Presbyterian Church, Russell, Ontario 
Charles H. Roberts, D.Min., Ballston Center ARP Church, Ballston Spa, NY 
Kevin Ramsey, Ruling Elder, Salem Presbyterian Church, Gaffney, SC 
Arthur L. Fawthrop, B.D., Crown and Covenant Church, Owego, NY 
William S. Smith, Th.D., Retired, PCUSA 
Dan Gibson, B.A., Covenant Community Reformed Church, Janesville, WI 
Christian Adjemian, Ph.D., First Reformed Presbyterian Church, Cambridge, MA 
Larry Pratt, Ruling Elder, Harvester Presbyterian Church, Springfield, VA 
James H. Chester, M.Div., Orthodox Zion Primitive Baptist Church, West Palm Beach, FL 
G. I. Williamson, B.D., Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Sheldon, IA 
LeRoy E. Miller, M.Div., Faith Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Lincoln, NE 
Donald R. Miller, B.D., Emmanuel Reformed Presbyterian Church, Auburn, ME 
Stephen D. Doe, M.Div., Bethel Reformed Presbyterian Church, Fredericksburg, VA 
Thomas J. Pasquarello, Ruling Elder, Grace Reformed Fellowship, Hagerstown, MD 
G. C. Hammond, M.Div., Bethel Presbyterian Church, Leesburg, VA 
Allen F. Gewecke, Ruling Elder, Faith Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Lincoln, NE 
David F. Coffin, Jr., Ph.D., New Hope Presbyterian Church, Fairfax, VA 
Shawn H. Keating, M.Div., Carrollton Presbyterian Church, Carrollton, MS 
Scott Seidler, M.Div., Faith Presbyterian Church, Okeechobee, FL 
John T. Stevenson, M.Div., St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, Hollywood, FL 



5 

Joseph Mooibroek, Ph.D., Independent Baptist Alliance, Boca Raton, FL 
Hermes C. Fernandes, B.A., Order of Evangelical Ministers of Brazil 
Patrick H. Morison, M.Div., Retired, Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Kalispell, MT 
Chris Delzio, Ruling Elder, Harrison Presbyterian Church, Harrison, NY 
Andrew H. Selle, D.Min., Christian Counseling & Mediation, Essex Junction, VT  
Paul D. Frick, M.Div., Westminster Presbyterian Church, Valdosta, GA 
Reed DePace, M.A.R., Reformed Presbyterian Church of Slate Lick, Kittanning, PA 
Stephen Pribble, M.A., Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Holt, MI 
Stephen M. Van Roekel, M.Div., Lake Osborne Presbyterian Church, Lake Worth, FL 
Tom Darnell, M.A., Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, Williamsburg, VA 
Robert Totty, Th.M., Ruling Elder, Westminster Reformed Presbyterian Church, Suffolk, VA 
David Fairchild, Kaleo Fellowship of Christ, San Diego, CA 
Anthony Monaghan, M.Div., Providence Presbyterian Church, Charlottesville, VA 
Hal Brunson, Ph.D., First Baptist Church of Parker, Parker, TX 
Lendall H. Smith, M.Div., Bethel Presbyterian Church, Wheaton, IL 
Steven G. Rockhill, M.Div., Lisbon Reformed Presbyterian Church, Lisbon, NY 
Michael Kuhn, M.Div., Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, NC 
Bradley Jersak, M.A., M.Div., Fresh Wind Christian Fellowship, Aldergrove, BC Canada 
David B. Wallover, D.Min., Harvest Presbyterian Church, Medina, OH 
Debbie Funke, D.Min., Manhattan Presbyterian Church, Manhattan, MT 
Fredrick T. Greco, J.D., Ruling Elder and Clerk of Session, Grace Presbyterian Church, Hudson, OH 
Wendell S. Stolzfus, M.Div., Living Word Presbyterian Church, Pottstown, PA 
D. Scott Meadows, M.A., Calvary Baptist Church (Reformed), Exeter, NH 
Stephen T. Nutter, Reformed Baptist Church, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 
C. Brian Higbee, City Church of Connellsville, Connellsville, PA  
Sherwood Becker, Grace Community Baptist Church (Reformed Baptist), Cumberland, RI  
Alfred J. Poirier, M.Div., Rocky Mountain Community Church, PCA Billings, MT  
Michael J. Glodo, M.Div., Th.M., Ph.D. (cand), Livonia, MI  
Theodore J. Georgian, Th.M., Pastor Emeritus, Covenant Presbyterian Church, Rochester, NY 
Jim Campbell, A.Div., Grace Baptist Church (Reformed Baptist), Tahlequah, OK  
Paul Joiner, M.Div., Reformed University Fellowship, Lakeland, FL  
Stephen P. Welch, M.Div., Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Jack A. Van Dyk, M.Div., Christian Center Ministries, Alexandria, VA  
Jude J. Reardon, M.Div., Grangeville Christian Reformed Church, Grangeville, ID  
Robert J. Mattes, Ruling Elder, (Clerk of Session), Christ Church of Arlington, Arlington, VA. 
Carl R. Smith, Deacon, First Presbyterian Church, Spokane, WA 
Bryan Maes, Elder and Teaching Pastor, Church of the Redeemer, Albuquerque, NM 
Robert P. Martin, Ph.D., Pastor, Emmanuel Reformed Baptist Church, Seatle, WA 
Scott P. Siems, M.Div., New Jerusalem Bible Presbyterian Church, Chapel Hill, NC 
P George Logan. Ph.D; Th.D; Wynnum Presbyterian Church, Brisbane, Australia 
Michael A. Uhall, Navy Chaplain, Presbyterian Church in America 
Michael L. Babcock, M.Div., Pastor, Providence OPC, Las Vegas, NV 
Jim Stastny, M.Div., Cornerstone OPC, Germantown, MD 
Charles A. Collins, Jr., M.Div., Assisting Presbyter, New Israel Reformed Episcopal Church, Charleston, SC 
Conrad Doskey, Ruling Elder, Covenant Heritage Reformed Fellowship, Yorktown, VA 
Graeme Mitchell, Ruling Elder and Session Clerk, Epping NSW, Presbyterian Reformed Church of Australia  
Thomas C. Albrecht, Ruling Elder, Immanuel Presbyterian Church, Coatesville, PA 
Robert Willoughby, Minister-at-Large, The Christian and Missionary Alliance of Canada, Abbotsford, Canada 
James M. Harrison, M.Div., Pastor, Red Mills Baptist Church, Mahopac Falls, NY 
Mike Moreau, M.Div., Pastor, Goshen Presbyterian Church, Belmont, NC 
Ronald L. Beabout, Th.M., Pastor, Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Cedar Grove, WI 
Douglas W. Giles, M.Div., Pastor, Evangelical Lutheran Church, Alberta, Canada 
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Garry Remus, M.Div., Pastor, Hosanna Christian Fellowship, Ontario, Canada 
David Wayne, M.Div., Pastor, Glen Burnie Evangelical Presbyterian Church, Glen Burnie, MD 
Chad K. Hertzell, Ruling Elder, Soaring Oaks Presbyerian Church in America, Elk Grove, CA 
James Vellenga, M.Div., Pastor, Bethel Reformed Church, Ontario, Canada 
Richard A. Shaw, M.Div. Civilian Chaplain, Spring House Estates, Ambler, PA 
Anthony Llewellyn, M.A. (C.E.), Pastor, North West Christian Life Centre, Brisbane, Australia 
Douglas Duncan, M.Ed., Pastor, St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, Hanmer Springs, New Zealand 
JD Wetterling, M.B.A., Ruling Elder, Cornerstone Presbyterian Church, Brevard, NC 
Ronald Edmonds, Elder and Teaching Pastor, Evanglical Free Church, Brevard, NC 
David Owens, Senior Pastor, Vancouver South Vineyard Church, Vancouver, Canada 
Brent Welke, M.Div., Assistant Pastor, New Dominion Fellowship, Chesapeake, VA  
 
Public figures and other lay leaders:  
E. Wayne Whitmer, Jr., Member, Covenant Community Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, PA 
Stelios Papadopoulos, Greek Evangelical Church, Newton, MA 
Doug Bandow, Author, Beyond Good Intentions, Crossway Turning Point Worldview Series, Springfield, VA 
Scott Bushey, Proprietor, http://www.SemperReformanda.com and http://www.PuritanBoard.com, Member, Emmanuel Baptist Church, Coconut 
Creek, FL 
K. C. Easterday, Proprietor, http://federaltheology.org, Member, Christ Covenant Church, Sheridan, IN 
John W. Morehead, Watchman Fellowship, Loomis, CA  
Ken Matto, Proprietor, http://www.scionofzion.com/ministries.htm, Member, Evangelical Fellowship Chapel, Liberty Corner, NJ  
C. Matthew McMahon, Drs., Proprietor, http://www.apuritansmind.com 
Michael Bremmer, Proprietor, http://www.mbrem.com 
Wayne Niederhuth, B.D., Director Senior Adult Ministries, First Presbyterian Church, Rome, GA 
Jeffrey S. Morgan, B.Th., B.A., M.A., Minister, Rockwall, TX 
Christopher D. Barber, J.D., M.A.B.T.S., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Charles W. Coty, B.A., Proprietor, Financial Atlernatives, http://www.charlescoty.com, Brandon, FL 
Robert L. Brady, D.Min., Covenant Presbyterian Church, Bakersfield, CA  
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1 Matthew 5:13-16, "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses 
its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to 
be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. You are the light of 
the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they 
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it 
gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven." 

2 John 14:27, "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you; not as 
the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid." 

3 Romans 6:23, "The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord."  

4 Luke 3:8, "And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have 
Abraham as our father.' For I tell you that out of these stones God can 
raise up children for Abraham." Ephesians 2:8-9, "For it is by grace 
you have been saved, through faith-and this not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God-not by works, so that no one can boast."  

5 Romans 3:22-23, "There is no difference; for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God."  

6 Romans 6:23, "The wages of sin is death."  

7 Romans 3:9-10, "Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have 
already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; as it is 
written, 'There is none righteous, not even one.'" 

8 Ezekiel 18:23, 32, "Do I take any pleasure in the death of the 
wicked? ... I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the 
Sovereign Lord."  

9 Exodus 34:7, "He does not leave the guilty unpunished." 

10 Acts 4:12, "Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved." John 
14:6, "Jesus answered, 'I am the way and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me.'" 

11 John 1:1, 14, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. ... And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth."  

12 1 Timothy 1:15, "Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners." 

13 Hebrews 9:11-12, "But Christ came as High Priest of the good 
things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made 
with hands, that is, not of this creation. Not with the blood of goats 
and calves, but with his own blood he entered the Most Holy Place 
once for all, having obtained eternal redemption." Hebrews 10:11-12, 
"And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the 
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But this man, after 
he had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right 
hand of God." 

14 John 4:21, 23, "Jesus said to her, 'Woman, believe me, the hour is 
coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, 
worship the Father. ... But the hour is coming, and now is, when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the 
Father is seeking such to worship him. God is Spirit, and those who 
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.'" John 2:19-21, "Jesus 
answered and said to them, 'Destroy this temple, and in three days I 

will raise it up.' Then the Jews said, 'It has taken forty-six years to 
build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?'" But he was 
speaking of the temple of his body."  

15 Romans 1:16, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it 
is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the 
Jew first and also for the Greek [Gentile]." John 1:12-13, "But as 
many as received him, to them he gave the right to become children 
of God, to those who believe in his name: who were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." 

16 Galatians 3:16, "Now to Abraham and his Seed were the promises 
made. He does not say, "And to seeds," as of many, but as of one, 
"And to your Seed," who is Christ."  

17 Romans 4:13, "The promise to Abraham that he would be the heir 
of the world was not to his seed through the law, but through the 
righteousness of faith."  

18 Galatians 3:7, 26-29, "Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of 
faith who are sons of Abraham. ... For you are all sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all 
one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's 
seed, and heirs according to promise." 

19 Genesis 12:3, "I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse 
him who curses you." Galatians 3:7-8, "Therefore, be sure that it is 
those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham. The Scripture, 
foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the 
gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, 'All the nations will be 
blessed in you.'" 

20 Galatians 3:22, "But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, 
so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those 
who believe." Matthew 21:43, "Therefore I say to you, the kingdom 
of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing 
the fruit of it." 

21 Romans 2:28-29, "For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is 
circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who 
is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, 
not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God." 
Philippians 3:3, "For we are the true circumcision, who worship in 
the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in 
the flesh." 

22 Acts 7:38, "This [Moses] is the one who was in the church in the 
wilderness together with the angel who was speaking to him on 
Mount Sinai." 

23 Galatians 6:16, "And as many as walk according to this rule, peace 
be upon them, and mercy, even upon the Israel of God." 

24 Hebrews 13:14, "For here we have no continuing city, but we seek 
the one to come." Philippians 3:20, "For our citizenship is in heaven, 
from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ." 2 Peter 3:13, "We, according to his promise, look for new 
heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells." Revelation 
21:9-14, "Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls 
filled with the seven last plagues came to me and talked with me, 
saying, 'Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb's wife.' And he 
carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and 
showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of 
heaven from God, having the glory of God. ... Also she had a great 
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and high wall with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and 
names written on them, which are the names of the twelve tribes of 
the children of Israel ... . Now the wall of the city had twelve 
foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of 
the Lamb." Hebrews 11:39-40, " And all these, having obtained a 
good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, God 
having provided something better for us, that they should not be 
made perfect apart from us."  

25 Hebrews 11:13-16, "These all died in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, 
embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims 
on the earth. For those who say such things declare plainly that they 
seek a homeland. And truly if they had called to mind that country 
from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to 
return. But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 
prepared a city for them." Hebrews 12:22-24, "But you have come to 
Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and 
church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the 
Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, to Jesus the 
Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that 
speaks better things than that of Abel."  

26 John 2:19-21, "Jesus answered and said to them, 'Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.' Then the Jews said, 'It has 
taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in 
three days?'" But he was speaking of the temple of his body." 

27 Hebrews 8:1-6, "Now this is the main point of the things we are 
saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of 
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the sanctuary 
and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man. ... For 
if he were on earth, he would not be a priest, since there are priests 
who offer the gifts according to the law; who serve the copy and 
shadow of the heavenly things ... . But now he has obtained a more 
excellent ministry, inasmuch as he is also Mediator of a better 
covenant, which was established on better promises." See further 
Hebrews 4:14-5:10; 6:13-10:18. 

28 Ephesians 2:19-22, "Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers 
and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, having been built on the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in 
whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy 
temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a 
dwelling place of God in the Spirit." 1 Peter 2:4-6, "And coming to 
him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice 
and precious in the sight of God, you also, as living stones, are being 
built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For this is 
contained in Scripture: 'Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a 
precious corner stone, and he who believes in him shall not be 
disappointed.'" 

29 Matthew 16:18, "And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock 
I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it." 
Hebrews 3:5-6, "For [Jesus] has been counted worthy of more glory 
than Moses, by just so much as the builder of the house has more 
honor than the house. For every house is built by someone, but the 
builder of all things is God. Now Moses was faithful as a servant in 
all God's house, for a testimony of those things which were to be 
spoken later. But Christ is faithful as a son over God's house. And we 
are his house." 

30 2 Peter 3:10-13, "But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works 
that are in it will be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will 
be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy 
conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the 
day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on 
fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, 
according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in 
which righteousness dwells." 

31 Galatians 2:7, "The gospel for the uncircumcised had been 
committed to [Paul], as the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter 
(for he who worked effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the 
circumcised also worked effectively in [Paul] toward the Gentiles)." 

32 Cf. Acts 1:6-7, "Therefore, when they had come together, they 
asked [Jesus], saying, 'Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom 
to Israel?' And he said to them, "It is not for you to know times or 
seasons which the Father has put in his own authority.'" 

33 2 Peter 3:13, "We, according to his promise, look for new heavens 
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells." 

34 Joshua 21:43-45, "So the Lord gave to Israel all the land of which 
he had sworn to give to their fathers, and they took possession of it 
and dwelt in it. The Lord gave them rest all around, according to all 
that he had sworn to their fathers. And not a man of all their enemies 
stood against them; the Lord delivered all their enemies into their 
hand. Not a word failed of any good thing that the Lord had spoken 
to the house of Israel. All came to pass." 

35 Matthew 24:1-2, "Then Jesus went out and departed from the 
temple, and His disciples came up to show Him the buildings of the 
temple. And Jesus said to them, 'Do you not see all these things? 
Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, 
that shall not be thrown down.'" See also Mark 13:1-2; Luke 21:20-
24. 

36 Luke 21:24, "Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the 
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled."  

37 Exodus 20:12, "Honor your father and your mother, that your days 
may be long upon the land which the Lord your God is giving you." // 
Ephesians 6:2-3, "'Honor your father and mother,' which is the first 
commandment with promise: 'that it may be well with you and you 
may live long on the earth.'" Genesis 12:1, "Now the Lord had said to 
Abram: "Get out of your country, from your family and from your 
father's house, to a land that I will show you"; cf. Romans 4:13, "The 
promise to Abraham that he would be the heir of the world was not to 
his seed through the law, but through the righteousness of faith." 
Psalm 37:11, "But the meek shall inherit the land, and shall delight 
themselves in the abundance of peace." // Matthew 5:5, "Blessed are 
the meek, for they shall inherit the earth." Psalm 2:7-8, "The Lord has 
said to me, 'You are my Son, Today I have begotten you. Ask of me, 
and I will give you the nations for your inheritance, and the ends of 
the earth for your possession."  

38 Acts 2:29-32, "Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the 
patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with 
us to this day. Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to 
the flesh, he would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, he, 
foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that 
his soul was not left in Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. This 
Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses." 

http://www.knoxseminary.org//Faculty/WittenbergDoor/#_ftnref25
http://www.knoxseminary.org//Faculty/WittenbergDoor/#_ftnref26
http://www.knoxseminary.org//Faculty/WittenbergDoor/#_ftnref27
http://www.knoxseminary.org//Faculty/WittenbergDoor/#_ftnref28
http://www.knoxseminary.org//Faculty/WittenbergDoor/#_ftnref29
http://www.knoxseminary.org//Faculty/WittenbergDoor/#_ftnref30
http://www.knoxseminary.org//Faculty/WittenbergDoor/#_ftnref31
http://www.knoxseminary.org//Faculty/WittenbergDoor/#_ftnref32
http://www.knoxseminary.org//Faculty/WittenbergDoor/#_ftnref33
http://www.knoxseminary.org//Faculty/WittenbergDoor/#_ftnref34
http://www.knoxseminary.org//Faculty/WittenbergDoor/#_ftnref35
http://www.knoxseminary.org//Faculty/WittenbergDoor/#_ftnref36
http://www.knoxseminary.org//Faculty/WittenbergDoor/#_ftnref37
http://www.knoxseminary.org//Faculty/WittenbergDoor/#_ftnref38


9 

39 Deuteronomy 20:16-18, "Only in the cities of these peoples that the 
Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance, you shall not leave 
alive anything that breathes. But you shall utterly destroy them, the 
Hittite and the Amorite, the Canaanite and the Perizzite, the Hivite 
and the Jebusite, as the Lord your God has commanded you, so that 
they may not teach you to do according to all their detestable things 
which they have done for their gods, so that you would sin against the 
Lord your God." See also Leviticus 27:28-29. 

40 Matthew 28:19, "Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations." 

41 Matthew 26:52, "But Jesus said to him, 'Put your sword in its 
place, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.'"  

42 Romans 3:2, "They [the Jews] were entrusted with the oracles of 
God." 

43 Romans 9:3-4, "For I could wish that I myself were accursed, 
separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh, who are Israelites, to whom belongs the 
adoption as sons, and the glory and the covenants and the giving of 
the Law and the temple service and the promises." 

44 Romans 9:5, "whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ 
according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen." 

45 John 4:22, "Salvation is of the Jews." 

46 Romans 3:1-4, "What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the 
profit of circumcision? Much in every way! Chiefly because to them 
were committed the oracles of God. For what if some did not 
believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without 
effect? Certainly not!" 

47 Romans 11:1, "Has God cast away his people? Certainly not!" See 
further Romans 11:2-10.  

48 Romans 9:1-3, "I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my 
conscience testifies with me in the Holy Spirit, that I have great 
sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart. For I could wish that I 
myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my 
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh." 

49 Romans 11:5, "Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant 
according to the election of grace." 

50 Romans 9:6, "They are not all Israel who are of Israel; nor are they 
all children because they are Abraham's descendants." 

51 Romans 11:11-18, "I say then, have they stumbled that they should 
fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them to 
jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. ... For I speak to you 
Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my 
ministry, if by any means I may provoke to jealousy those who are 
my flesh and save some of them. ... And if some of the branches were 
broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among 
them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the 
olive tree, do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, 
remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports 
you."  

52 Revelation 1:7, "Behold, he is coming with clouds, and every eye 
will see him, even they who pierced him." 

53 Philippians 2:9-11, "God highly exalted him, and bestowed on him 
the name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father." 

54 Revelation 11:15, "Then the seventh angel sounded: And there 
were loud voices in heaven, saying, 'The kingdoms of this world have 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall 
reign forever and ever!'" 

55 Those who wish to add their names as signatories to this Open 
Letter may do so by contacting us by letter at Knox Theological 
Seminary, 5554 N. Federal Hwy., Ft. Lauderdale, FL, or by e-mail at 
DeanofFaculty@KnoxSeminary.edu. Due to the potential for 
various abuses, names will be added as signatories only after receipt 
of 1) correspondence (letter or e-mail) granting permission to attach 
said name and pertinent identification to the Open Letter; and 2) a 
phone number for verbal confirmation. For further study on the 
contribution of the Book of Revelation to biblical eschatology, see 
The John-Revelation Project under the Faculty Forum on this web 
site. 
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